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 We must all recaive und learn both from these wha wers before us
and lrem those who are with us. Even the greatest genios would not
go far if be tried 10 owe everything to his own internal sef,” — Gt

‘*That learning which thou petiest by thine own observation and
axperience is far beyond thet which thou getiest by precepl.”— Fiorar
d& Newepis,

** Bools we koow
Are a substantial world, both pure and good |
Bound these, with tendrils styong as flesh and Blood,
O pastime and our huppiness will grow,"”
— s it

** Books still aceamplish miracles: they persunde men,— Fhiinas
Cardple,

"The genius of philosophy pierces evervwhere, and on whatever it
rests, like the sun it discovers what fuy concealed, or matures what it
found imperfect,”—/faac Disreeli,
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PREFATORY NOTE

No apology is needed for bringing out a book
on the teaching of English. Much pioneer work
lies before the English teacher, and the present
book is an attempt to suggest some of the lines
along which he may proceed. No space has been
devoted to the teaching of reading and writing as
mechanical processes, since these subjects have been
frequently treated of in books on school methad,
The emphasis has been laid on the teaching of
literature and of composition. It has not been
thought advisable to treat the subjects separately
for elementary and secondary teachers, The con-
ditions no doubt differ, but the teacher will be able
to adapt himself to his circumstances, It is some-
times urged—and perhaps rightly—that too much
machinery in teaching English literature is fraught
with danger, but on the other hand we must re-
member that an entire absence of method, though
it may succeed in the case of an inspired teacher,
will assuredly fail maore often than it succeeds with
the average teacher. [t iz our purpose to put for-

ward certain suggestions which will, it is hoped,
vl
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prove of value; not to formulate any hard-and-fast
rules.

In literature, it has been well said by Professor
Raleigh, there should be no orthodoxy, and no
autocrat with a cut-and-dried doctrine which ali
must obey., The teacher can, however, sometimes
help the child to get straight to the heart of the
author being studied, by removing all obstacles
that stand between him and the author. We can-
not, on the other hand, agree with FProfessor Mac-
kail's statement that literature, being the interpre-
tation of life, teaches and therefore cannot be
taught, if by that he means the artistic perception
of the beauties and intellectual enjoyment of the
best literature. It is within the experience of most
teachers that a love of literature has been inspired
where it did not exist before, and has been de-
veloped where it existed previously only in em-
bryo. The teacher's enthusiastic love of a subject
is always contagious, of that there can be no doubt ;
but, nevertheless, every practical teacher knows that
a faulty method will retard and a sound method
hasten the development of whatever germs of liking
for a subject the child possesses. The importance
of the method employed in teaching is therefore
very great, We are not asserting that there is only
one way of teaching English or any other subject.
In one sense the ways are as numerous as the
teachers to whose personalities they owe their
virtues; in another there are only two, the right



