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PREFACE.

WT will be gencrally aitowed that
M @ handy guide to the formation

: of libraries is reguived, bul it
may be thal the difficulty of doing justice
to 5o large a subject has prevented those
wite felt tie want from altempling o
Sl 8. T Jwpe therefore that it will not
be considered that I fiave skown temerily
by stepping into the vacant place. I can-
not hope lo have dome full justice fo so
important a theme in the small space at
my disposal, but I think I can say that
this little volume contains much informa-
tion wihick the libravian and the book
lover require and cannet easily obtain




vi Preface.

elsewhere. They are probably acguainted
with wmost of this information, but the
memory will fail us at times and it is
Lien convenient to have @ vecord at hand,

A book of this character is peculiarly
open to criticism, but I fope the critics
will give me credit for knowing more
than I have set down. In making a list
af ‘books of refervence, I fave had to make
& selection, and works have been before
me that I have decided to omif, although
some would think them as imporiant as
wmany of those I have included.

I need no? extend this gpreface with
any lengthy explanation of the objects
of the book, as these are stated in the
Tntroduction, but before concluding I may
perhaps be allowed to allude to one personal
circumstance, T kad hoped fo dedicate
this first volume of the Book FLever's




Preface. vii

Library to Hewry Brabsraw, one of the
most original and most learned biblio-
graphers that ever lived, but before it
was finished the spivit of that great man
had passed away to the tncxpressible
grief of all wiho knew khim. It & with
no destre to shield myself under the shelter
of a great name, bul wilk a reverent
wish fo express my own sense of our
irreparable loss that I dedicate this book
(though all unworthy of the homonr) fo

his memory,




