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ADDRESS.

MY RESPECTED FREENDS«

In appeasing before yon on the present occasion, I
bring with me a desire to speak, not so much fo you, as
with you. [ wish to hold communien with your hearts
and consciences. Time bas taken from our subject the
grace of novelity, bat has left its importsnce unimpaired.
In eommon with meny greater and better men, [ ¢laim
to be s friend of my species, solicitons, though in ever
s0 humble & way, to add something to the stock of hu-
man happiness. If in placing before you the convie-
tions of my own understanding and the feelings of my
heart, in the most plain wnd simple munner, [ can but
inspire one virtuous sentichent, or strengthen such ss
you already cherish, I shall be richly rewarded for the
poor services [ have consented to render you on the
present occasion. Come then with me, and for a few
moments let 08 eaquire, wha! lemperance Aas dine, whar
it seeks to do, and what means it should employ lo promote
its objects, It is obvious that any cme of these topics
would farnish mstter for along address. I sm there-
fore compelled to remark briefly on each, leaving it for
your own knowledge {o 1 up the outline which I shall
attempt to draw,

Firat then let us enquire, what has temperance done ?
Different persons give different anzwers, for the world
are not all agreed on this subject. The friends of tem-
perance say, it has done good, while others aasert, it has
done evil. 1 will endeavar to set before you some good,
that it bas done, about which, it epears to me, there
ean be no diversity of opinicm.
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In the first place, among those, who have embraced
the ceuse of temperance and obeyed its injunctions, it
bas done good by diminishing the expenses of living
and preventing & waste of the means of life. Have
you ever caleulated the amount thrown away to support
the habit of intemperance? However undignified it
may be to inlroduce Lhe sabject of dollars and cents in-
to sn address, it is an Important subject of considers-
tion in the common concerns of life. Permit me to
speak with the utmost plainness, in the language of that
invalusble science, arithmetic. Do you nol perceive,
that a small sum daily, becomer one of magaitude in
the progress of fime? A farmer or mechanic would
feel u litthe reluctant to pay over at once at the end of
thie year in one gross sum ten dollars and ninety five
cents, to delray the expense incurred by the use of ar-
dent spirit ; and yet this is the amount at the small rate
of three cents per dey. He would be spt to reflect,
fhow many good things might I have purchased even
with this—clothing and comforts for wife snd chil-
dren—or I might have more then peid my taxes with
it._ At the rate of six ¢cents per day, tlhe annual ameunt
is twenty one dollats and nineiy cents, a sum sufficient
to furnish & small snd pradent family, not only with con-
siderable clothing, but many other substantisl artieles of
of living. Look ‘at the result of tweuty years—four
hundred and thirty eight dofigra ! If to this you add the
snnual interest as it accrues on the expenses ofeach year
by itself, which is certuinly fair to do, the sum total
amounts le somslhing more than cight hundred dollars !
sum that would purchese a snug farm and provide a
comfortable home for the father and his family, or for
his 650, who may have just arrived st the age of one
and twenty. 1 have been thus particular, because few
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take the pains to calculate the depredations thus made
opon heir property. Intemperance is iodeed an infa-
mous depredator—the king of beggars; cunning, artful,
importunate ; always asking, never satisfied—an arrant
cheat, filching away by little and litile the hard earns
ings of community—a matchless spendthrift, rioting on
the treasures, that indnstry would sccumulate. 1 leave
it for you to compate the [rightful saggregate thus drawn
from the vest multitudes of society, not merely wasted
but actively employed in sapping the loundations of
humao happiness. What admonition doee temperance
here give, especially to cvery man in moderate circum-
stances 7 Save this sum for yourself and your children;
seve it to supply yoursell and them with the subsian-
tial menns of prosperity; save it for the enjoyments of
a happy fireside, for education, for all that can make life
respectable and of eny worth. 1f in casting your eye
on the world arcund you, it sheuld chance te fall upon
an individual who deems himsell unable to purchase »
puir of shoes or a new book for his little son or daugh-
ter, do you find him among the temperate poor ; those
who practice entire abstinence ! No—He is the man
who spends dollars end dollars in rum. Temperance
hes interposed. She has spoken in the public ear and
found her way to the understanding and the heart.
Many have heard her gentle admonition, nor have they
heard in vain. In no very restricted sense may they
say tothe tyrant of the world, ¥ we have millions for de-
fence, not one cent for tribute,”

In addition to the benefit already mentioned, temper-
ance has rercved from waste and redeemed in the lives
of her votaries much valuable time. It would be easy
to demonstrate, that the intemperate man susteins an
injury in the actus! loss of time by no means inferior to
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bis ecival expenditure in money. When you ask him
to laborfor you a day, he understands well the worll
of time; but with singuler forgetfulness he makes no
nccount of the time he speods in idle sod worse than
idie habits of dissipation. If be have the misfortone
to live amidst facilities for indulgence,  single hour in
exch half day is not considered too long to lay aside his
business concerns, Thus u full sixth part of the time
for active industry is thrown away, for some cases less
time may be lost, but ic many cases, more. The ad-
monition of temperance bas brought home Lo many, s
knowledge of this startiing fact, attended with the
happiest practical results. The reveller bas heard a
voice, vibrating in accents of soleran entreaty upon his
ear: ¢ Save these hours, end days, end months and years
for hetter purposes; save them for the labors of the
field and the workshop ; save them for intellectus] and
meral pleasures, for books, for the discharge of persosal
and social daty, for the instroetion, benefit sud happiness
of a rising family.”

Why should 1 enumerate and enlarge npon the bene.
fits, which follow in the train of temperance ! Why
should 1 harrow up your feelings and my owa by con-
trasting them with the dangers we have escaped ? Well
might I point you to the losnes sustained by the intem-
perate man in the neglect of business, in the numerous
and unoecessasy debts be contracts under the influence
of ardent spirit ; the thowsind adventages taken of him
in his confracts ; his exposures in life and in limb ; hie
decay of health, his tempiations to crime, and the wreck
of all thet is noble, high-minded and great. Well
might I point you to the effeet of bis example; the
blighting influence he exerts opon his neighborhood
and society ; to the desolation that reigos st home, the
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scene of suffering, mortification and misery, cheered by
scarce one ray of comfort; where an amiable wife and
her innocent brood of little ones around her, pained and
heart broken, pine and bleed amidst want, croelty and
shame ; with nothing but paverty, distress and degrada~
tion in prospect. Do our souls shadder and recoil at
the contemplation? Look then at e brighter picture,
drawn still by the pencil of trath, What hes temper-
snce done ¢ Bhe has spread her bright wings and gone
forth, shedding light and hope and happiness over ma-
oy who sat in darkness. Bhe has spoken to the man and
reminded him of the nature anid end of his being ; ap-
pesling not merely to his interests; demonstrating mot
only the expense, but the slavery and degradation of in-
temperance ; placing dircetly before his eyes the deso-
fation it hes made in the mors!l snd intellectual world,
st the same time elevating his eye to objects of more
then transient, earthly excellence, o which he may
jostly aspire. She has spoken to the cilizen, calling his
attenlivn to his duties and chligations as a member of
society—tenching him to throw around the libecties of
his country, the ramperts of private, soeis! and public
virtue, without which none but an unrelenting despo-
tism is safe. She has spoken to the hushand, and ep-
treated him in the eloquence of suffering virtue, to
leave the hannts of dissipation ; to cheer the solitude
of » neglected wife ; to exchange noise and riot for the
penceful, sacred enjoyments of home; to restore the
smile which once played on one lovely countenance,
when life was full of hope and joy and expectation.
Bhe has spoken to the father, and conjored him, if he
would no lenger doom the offspring of his love to pen-
ury and vies, to let Jove and daty consecrate the paren-
tal charucter, and by his example, his fostructions, his

»
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parental affection and solicitude to train up his children
to usefulnese and honer. Husband, father, home. What
heart does not wurm at these sounds ? What joyful as-
socistions do they not awaken? If in Lthis world of
ours there be aught of the purity and happiness of hew-
ven, it is to be found in the conjogal and parental rels-
tions, by the silént sod secred relreats of domestic life,
whither the virtues and the graces delight to repair,
sod moral and intellectual fruits hang in rich clusters
on every side. Many a husbond and futher ; many a
tnother and wife and child ; many a home, the garden of
foral wnd intellectual excellency, can demonstrate to
you, that temperance has been at work. Thousands in
our country heve heard her voice and are now enjoyiog
the rich blessings she invariably bestows. A great
change hes been wrought. L[t meeis usall around. We
see it in the altered countenance, the improved health,
the greater fruits of a more careful and continued ia-
dustry ; in the diminution of delts, litigation and crime;
in improvements i education, scivnce, literature and the
srts ; in private sod public morals, and io ao ardent
lofty spiritof philanthropy. The present sge is em-
phatically an oge of improvement, ¢ The school-master
is sbrond,” said Lord Brougham. Temperance is
sbroad ; a spirit of enterprise is abroad ; juster views of
human nature, of human hopes wod happiness are
abroad ; and however sldw the progress, & stronger im-
pulse has been given to the march of private and publie
prosperity; end it will go on, carried forward as it is, by
the irresistible force of public sentiment. 1 do not as~
cribe all thisrto the trivmphe of temperance alone, buy
no single cause has operated more powerfully. Whence
ia it, that our farmers are greeted with a message from
the lawyer more seldom, than formerly ? It is beenuse



