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ROBERT BURNS.

17501700,

Everysony knows the name of Robert Burns,
but, as in the case of many others, the name is
nearly all that is known. Ieis a poet; no one
is ignorant of that. A Scottish poet; thut alse
iz universally known, But by what means his
poetic faculty was called forth, at what exact
period he lived, how he was received in lus own
time, how his reputalion has been preserved till
now, and what are the constituents of his powers,
—very few of us could answer minutely, if ex-
amined on these points.

There are cxcellent hives of Barng: some too
ponderous for easy reference, others devoting
themselves exclusively to the incidents of his
eareer, and referring the reader for examples of
hiz genius to separate portions of his works,
Without pretending to rival either the complete-
nesz of the larger biographies, or the critical
skill of the smaller, it is the object of the present
little sketeh to give a narrative of the poet’s life,
with a different view of gome portions of his
career from that which obtained a few years ago,
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4 BOBERT BULNS,

interspersing it with such specimens of his gonios
as will enalile the reader both to know the man,
and judge for himeelt of Tis merits as un author.
Those who are already masters of his pocins will
not be unwilling to read short sclections from
them agoin,  Those to whom they are wew, will
assareilly be prateful for the opportunity of
malang thelr acquuintanee.

Many wvears age, in the good old days of fast
coaches and dusty reads, Iwas firtunate eneagh
to sit on the box, next the well-kuown and
highly respeeted My Fawlkner, the driver of
the * Rocket™ from  Portsmouth {0 Loodon.
When we were fairly in o frat, he Degan the
conversation by tollmg va that “he and about
forty others had bean celebrating Boliby's birtl-
day the night before 1 ingnired whe * Bobly”
was 3 oand he ead, * Barne, sir; Hoherl Burns
the paet.”  And all the wav through Peterslield,
and all the wav to Guildford, and all the way o
Tlatchett’s, tn Ticcadilly, Mr. Fawllkner and 1
gpoke, gquoted, criticised, and admired Robert
Burns., Now thiz iz real fame.  Here was an
English coachman (who, by 1he Ly, never tra-
velled without au edition of his favourite poet
in the pocketl of the coach) engaped with forty
tradesmen, shipewners, and  other gentlemen,
in the fur soath, in the busy port of Portsmouth,
doingr Lonour to the memory of the mest tho-



