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INTRODUCTION

Mrsrakes in refizion pass with many for rat-
ives 0f swall fmpockares, becaunse. they ape
suppaseld to have Hitle o na commedodag with
vy preserl ur future buppiness,

The follewing pagex direwcily Oppesc this
tenel, now becoing extremely popular, by a
hil’inih{._" :'il:-EE:'Ir:ﬂ:u.j'r-. Of comeionT aned foee in-
quiry, which ite patrons never fail to plead in
Favoue of E.

To expose, theretore, the favourite conceit,
that = Men aoe m oo depger of destruction
from cmbracing fnlze doctrine” 3 become
weediuly amd will serve as a proper Introdne-
tion fo this Essnr.

Were the concedt then troe, that mistakes
in relion are matters of small importance; &
mitst be troe also, that a well-informed jung-
menl worthd be of no more value towards
obtaining acceptance with God, than ohe



Wi IXTIOOTCEIN .

Llinded by the spirit of error, Good prine-
ples. and bad muost no longer Infloence the
mimd aecording o their sature, and, theres
fore, shouldl lozo thelr nimes.  [gnoramnes
woubd stawd vpon o Jevel with Enowledor,
ancl false coneepiions of Cod with thase which
are just ; for no preference eon be Jue te one
ahove the other, if the practical influenes of
both be the s,

More glariny absurdities tham these are,
canoet b oowsl,  The metion, therefore,
froon which they necezzarily follow, must ftzelf
he fuls,

Hut the mizchiel of this opluion equals s
absurdity.  MWhat cap pour contempt on sl
relagion maore than oo anppase mistehes aho
it are of mo eonsequenes 7 YWill eoy man study
Lo ke the mdnd of Ceod, after T Bz -
sunded mmvoraiee in that respect bus no kurt-
ful temdeney : or vakue the Bille, wheng the
trutlis contmined in it inetcad of beine ae.
eolnted principles of life cnd action, are de-
pradied inte speealative podnts, which wo may
peglect without guilt, and deoy siffont lass
or danser to the soul? Or what power of
un—n‘mmmlmg faith in the dectvines he hath
revealed, can be =0d to remain with G,
when authoriiy over eenscienoe iz suppsosed
cofirely to rest om eVEry INAn's OWD Nppres
hension of trufh, and net on the written word 2



ISTIhoDUCHON, BT

A coneedl a0 pernleious, manifesily contri-
dicts the judgment nnd practice of Christ s
his apostles,  They are absolute Tn requiring
wen to recelve the truths they taught os
necessary o salvation,  ©* IF ve h{'IH"-E nnt
thot T am He, ve shiell die in yoor sins," ssith
the Lord, John viii, 24, Proach the |_TH==|H1
to every creatnee.  He that believeth and is
baprized shall be saved ; but he that Believeth
not shall be dommed,” Mork x4, 15, 16, The
practies of 1he apaestles was founded npon this
decisive tone of their Divine Moster,  Theoce,
when eepfiain Legehors ol Plelippd deviated
fenwi e faith, =t Paul calls them = dogrs,™ to
excite uoiversel detestation of (hwdr ez
ELA ! |:"F|;_|r|_-:|:,':=l. ihe vhureh (o heware of (hem.
He commands the charches of Galatia o lsolk
upon those as “accursed™ who presched any
ather goapel (o them, than thae they hoad
eard froin hiz mouth., And he places Tieve-
gice dn 1he same dleeadfol peedicament wiily
adultery, ns o work of the flesh., =t, Peter,
pertectly hnrineniziog with hiz brother apost e,
expressed himzelf inas stromg terms om this
hend - = There shall be false teacherz,”™ he
FAVE, “amaing vou, who |a-|'|'|.l.|.'|. shall hrng in
dammnahle heresies, even denyine the Lord that
bouglit Sherm, und brioge apon themselves suii
Jeatraetion,” 2 Pet. 10 1.

=t. John mmnmn-.‘!ﬂhs- Entthiful not to e



