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PREFACE

As its name implies, the present work aims to present and
instil those facts of the Genman language which are essen-
tial for the reading of connected texts. At a time when
so many of the latter have been edited with a special view
to the needs of beginners, the use of an introductory lesson-
book would seem to possess distinet advantages over that
of an extended grammar. The wriler makes no apology
for the lack of completeness of grammatical statement, his
conviction being that a thorough mastery of the leading
facts and principles is of far greater value to the beginner
than a passing acquaintance with a mass of details, The
chief emphasis has accordingly fallen on the practical side
of the subject; in the theoretic part cleatmess rather than
fulness of statement has been the end in view.

An effort has been made throughout to set a task that
should be within the reach of the average pupil. Especial
pains have been taken to limit the vocabulary to words of
common occurrence, That the pupil should develop a feel-
ing for German construction and word arrangement is far
more essential than that he should at the outset have an
extensive vocabulary at his command. The ability of the
average pupil fo assimilate a large number of new words
with each successive lesson has frequently been overrated.

Chuestions to be answered in German have been intro-
duced from the fifth lesson, and connected reading-matter
from the sixth onward. This latter, while organically con-
nected with the sections of the grammar treated, is of such
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a nature that it will, it is hoped, serve as a relief from the .
other tasks, and confer that sense of growing power over
the language which is the greatest possible stimulos,

The introductory chapter on pronunciation may at first
seetn somewhat sut of proportion in a book of this size,
However, if a presentation of this difficult subject is to be
of any practical assistance whatsoever to pupil or teacher,
it must of necessity be detailed and explicit. In substance
this chapter is based on Professor Hempl's German Orthog-
raphy and Photelogy, a treatise that should be in the hands
of every teacher of German. In the body of the wark as
well, care has been taken to make the pronunciation of indi-
vidual words clezr as regards both quantity as accent.

In connection with the series of Frogen to be found in
many of the lessons, it may be worth while to call attention
to the fact that the answering in unison, or rather the repeat-
ing in unison by the class, or a part of the class, of the
answer given by a single pupil, effects 2 great saving of
time and constitutes 2 valuable aid in the acquisition of a
proper erunciation. The teacher should at any rate be on
his guard not to desipnate the pupil who is to answer a
question until after the question has been stated,

Whenever it seemed that exercises could for certain
classes of students be advantageously divided, this has been
indicated by means of the letters a and b (A, B). Of the
stoties, two or three have been taken from the author’s
Muterials for German Conversation.

It may cause some surprise to find so little attention paid
to cognates. In the opinion of the writer the treatment of
this subject ordiparily found in beginners’ books has been
pernicious. When the learner is asked to associate Baum
with beams, bod with thongh, Iranf with eronk, naf with
nosty, Tifd with dise, it is conceivable that as an artificial
mmnemonic device the scheme possesses some virtue, but
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from the point of view of pedagogical method in the teach-
ing of language such mediating through a third member,
which usually greatly differs in meaning, is wholly unsound.

The general plan and the first draft of this volume were
nearly three years ago worked out in conjunction with Pro-
fessor A. B. Faust of Wesleyan University. Subsequently,
owing in large part to the distance separating us, further
collaboration was found to be impracticable. Professor
Faust has, however, at all tmes retained his interest in the
undertaking, and a special feature of the book, that of the
Review Lessons, is directly due to one of his later sug-
gestions,

It remains to acknowledge my indebtedness to my col-
league Dr. W. Kurrclmever, who has given valuable assist-
ance in the reading of proois.

B.J. V.






