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LIFE OF SIR WALTER SCOTT.

WALTER ScOTT (r771—1832) was the son of a Scotch
barrister, or, as it i5 ealled in Seotland, a Writer to the
Signet. The poet was born in Edinburgh, but his sarlier
years were passed in the neighbourhood of the Valley of
the Tweed, and in sight of the English Border ; and there,
in the hame of his grandfather, he became acquainted with
many Border tales and ballads, and acquired a taste for
antiquarian lore. He was educated at the Edinburgh High
School, and aftérwards at the University of the same city ;
ut, like many other famaoog men, his place in class was
somewhat low.,  He adopted his father’s profession, and
eventually received & legal appointment under the crown.
in 1822 he published his first important work, called the
¢ Minstrelsy of the Border” This was followed in 1304 by
biz edition of the ancient poem ¢ Sir Tristrem,” * The Lay
of the Last Minstrel) published in 1805, and * Marmion, in
1808, established Scott's fame as & poet.  *The Lady of
the Lake  appeared in 1810, and received on al] sides the
highest praise and popularity. His later poems, f Don
Roderick,’ f Rokeby, ' The Lord of the Isles, %¢c., showed a
falling off in poctical power, and the author’s fame as a
poet began towane. He then devoted his penius to prose
composition, and the immortal * Waverley Novels' were
the result.

Scott was made a baronet in 1820, His later lifewas
spent at Abbotsford—a heautiful seat in Koxburghshire—
which the progeeds of his genius had enabled him to e .
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Here he died, in 1832, and was buried amang the ruins of
Dryburgh Abbey.

In the ¢ Lady of the Lake’ the poet describes High-
land character and life as they existed towards the close
of the middle ages, by means of a patrative of one of
James V.'s adventures. In the first camte, which is
entitied *the Chase,' he begins with a Jong account of a
stag hunt in the Highlands of Perthshire, As the chase
lengthens, the sportsmen ane by one drop off, 615 at Iast,
the king, whe iz the foremost horseman, is found alone,
and his horse, worn out with fatipue, stumnhles and falls
dead  The lone huontsman pursues his way througha
rocky ravine, till, ascending a craggy height, he sees, by
the light of the setiing sun, Loch Katine stretched
beneath him in all itz beauty. After pazing in admiration
upon the beautiful scene, he winds his horn in the hope of
being heard by seme of his companions, and to his surprise
a little skiff puided by a young lady shootz out from
the shadow of a trér, and approaches the shere, The
Tady, thinking it was her fathcr's horn she heard, draws
back in fear &t the sight of a stranger, but, aftcr receiving
his explanation, rows him across the lake to her islamd
home. There, her Bather beimy absent, yoeng Kllen, as
the lady is named, and the wmistress of the mansion
entertain the hunteman with ¢tree highland hospitality.
He discloses his name and rank as ‘The Knight of
Snowdoun, James Fitz-Tames,’ and Lkies in every way, but
in vain, to Iearn the names of his hosts. At length he
retires to rest ; but his sleep ts disturbed by dreams so
strange and fearful that he rises from his couch, and walks
out into the modnlight to shake off the dread visions of
the night. After quieting his disturbed mind, he returns
to his bed, says a prayer, and sleeps till awakened in the
marning by the crowing of the heath-rock.

Wirh this the first canto ends,



' Wion worth the choae, wwe womh e day,
That cost thy lie, my gultaok groy "

THE LADY OF THE LAKE.
CANTO FIRST.

Har? of the North | that moulderisg long hast hung
On the witch-¢lm that shades Saint Fillan's spring,

it Hurp of the Nerfh, Thiz i att ibvecation {o ancicot
Scottish minstrelsy.  The Highlanders of Scotland wers from early
times famons for their harp musle, and many of thedr balladg, i s
sabd, date from the thipd weatury, and were handed down etally
from Inied to bard, The *Poemsof Ossisn,’ published by James
Macpherson in 17823, were suld to be a collectlon of thesa. The
Celiie reee, to which the Highlanders belong, seem to have adopicd
the harp as their sationab instrumend of music.  In the Western [sles
it was in common wie up Lo the e of the sioteemde, cega . aniod
ihis day is the Evourite instoumenk of Qo S oo, and, .

2 Witeh olm ; alen spelt wych den. Whls s e
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