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BEING A SERIES OF PRIVATE LETTERS, ET
ADDRESSED TO AN ANGLICAN
CLERGYMAN

By

“SCRUTATOR”™

ST. LOUIS, MO.
B. HERDER
17 SOUTH BROADWAY
LONDON: SANDS & CO.
1903



Aihil Obstat:
St Lunovic, die 7 Feb. 1g903.

F. G. HoLweck,
Censor.,

Emprimatnr :
5. Lupovicy, die 8 Feb. 1503,

v Joun F. Kam,
Abp, St Lowr,



“ The nature of man 5 thoroughly miserable withou!
God.  Some men are not conscious of the couse of
this masery; this, however, docs not prevent the fact
of their being wmiserable. For the most part, they
conesal the fact as well as possible from fhemselves,
by occupying their minds with soclety, sport, frivolity
of all kinds; or, if intellectually disposed, with science,
art, literature, business, ete. This, however, s but fo
Sl the starving belly with hushs. I Inow from experi-
ence the intellectual distractions of scientific rescarch,
philosophical speculation, and artistic pleaswres; but
am also well aware that even when all are taken
together and well sweelened fo faste, in respect of
consequent  repubabion, means, social position, efe., the
whols comeoction i bul a8 Mgh confectionary o o
starving man. He may cheal himself for a fime—
especially of he be a sirong man—infe the belig that
he 15 nourishing himself by denying his nalural
appetite; but soon finds he was made for some alto-
gether different Lind of food, even though of much less
tastefulness as far oz the palate 45 concerned.

“ Some men, indesd, never acknowledge this ariteu-
larly or distinctly even to themselves, yot aliways show
it plainly enough fo others. Take, eg, “that lgsl in-
ﬁm-it:ly of moble minds' I suppose the most exvalted
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and loast ‘carnal' of worldly joys consists Wn the
adeguate vecognition by the world of high achievements
by ourselves. Yot 4 is noforigus that,

0 4 by God decreed
Fame shall not sabisfy the highest need.'

“It has been my lot lo know not a foao of the
Joamous men of ouwr generation, and I have alwoys
obsgrved that this is profoundly true. Like all other
‘moral® satisfactions, this soon palls by custom, and
as soon os ong end of diwstinetion is reached, another
is pined for. There is no finality fo rest in, while
diseass and death ave always standing tn the back-
ground. Custom may even bind men fo their own
misery, &0 far as not fo make them realise what i
wanting ; yet the want is there.

“ I take it, then, as unguestionably frue that thes
whole negative side of the subjoct proves a vacuum in
the soul of man which nothing can fill save faith in
God.”

From “ Thoughts on Beligion,” by the late
& J. Bomanes, M.A., FES
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From My DIsry.

16th Oclober 188—.

I met B— last night, and was amazed fo seo
him in clericals, transformed into a clergyman of
the Established Churcl. T had no idea that the
event was so near, and I had cerfainly enfertained a
lingering hope that he would either reconsider the
matker and abandon his intenfion of seeking ordina-
tion altogether, or that the Bishops would refuse fo
accept him. I could not imagine what had brought
about this strange and sudden termination o our
many discussions and controversies, It scemed but
yesterday that he came to me at Oxford, and that
he asked me to help him to clear his mind on the
intricacies of religious thought. He seemed to be
in despair about it all; did not know himself what
he really believed. He had waded through volumes
of High Church theology, had read Driver and
Sayce, and the foreign “higher crities,” and had
sounded the depths of Schleiermacher and of Har-
nack. And apparently all withont result! And,
stmng;ﬂ thought! he had got hold of the notion that
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I was the only man in Ozxford o help him—I, a
Roman Catholic and an outsider! I was never more
astonished in my life. I said to him: In what
sense can I possibly hope to be of service to you?
You know my theological pesition as a Catholie, and
you reject it You reject it because you do not
grant my premises. And, onfside fhe Catholie pesi-
tion, I can see no other logical and consistent system
of Christian thought—none where reason is fresly
exercigsed, and the permanent claims of human nature
are considered. My mind was made up on that
point years ago. So why come fo me? Why not
congult some of the learned anthorities of the
university ?

But he did not seem to see the matter from this
point of view. He persisted in saying that the
time and thought which I had given to the study
of this, the most interesting of all subjects, gualified
me to be of special help to him. “The very fuet,”
he said, *“that you are a Catholic, and that your
Judgment is not hampered by those innumerabls con-
siderations which eustom and association are so apt
to call into play with most of us, makes it possible
for you to help me to clear my mind. You have
studied the history of Protestantism, and the Angli-
can systom, have written several things on the subject,
and your own ¢learly-defined position enables you to
speak freely. In faet, I would much rather talk to
you than to any of these fellowa here in Oxford,



