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INTRODUCTORY.

Tue accompanying Review of William Blackley’s Essays,
on the so-called Ordinances of Water Baptism and the out-
ward Supper, appeared in the columns of Friends' Revdew
about four years ago; and a small edition was also published
at that time for special circulation.

Their presentation of the whole subject seems to have
been generally satisfactory, confirming the convictions of
many earnest inquirers after the * truth as it is in Jesus"';
and proving useful, under the Divine blessing, in dispelling
the doubts of others in regard to these interesting and im-
portant guestions,

It is with no thought of controversy with any of our fellow-
professors of the Christian name, who may entertain different
views of that truth from those here presented, that it has
been thought best to republish these essays at this time,

On every hand there seems to be a wide inquiry for the
Seriptural arguments in favor of those spiritual doctrines of
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declarations as to the spirituality of His kingdom, compar-
ing Scripture with Scripture as He did, construing the text
““§¢ dsewritten " by the context " i# /s wrilten again,” and after
carefully examining those portions of the Sacred Record
which areaccepted as authority for such ritualistic practices,
we were led to an entirely different interpretation of His
meaning, then our duty would be simply to follow, in the
light of His Holy Spirit, the truth which He had so clearly
unfolded and to rejoice in the liberty wherewith that truth
had made us free.

It is because we have thus arrived at the assured convie-
tion that, in this bright noonday of Christ's gospel, these
outward types and ceremonies are no longer enjoined upon
His people, and that it is His will that they should forever
give place to the glorious realities which they were intended
to foreshadow, that we have gladly accepted the spiritual bless-
ings that have followed their fulfilment and dismissal, and
have willingly seen all these shadows flee away in the ever.
lasting light of the Lord.

Such was the “new revelation of the good old gospel,” as
they called it, which our forefathers rejoiced in more than
two centuries ago. Others had proclaimed those truths long
before them, and have done so since their day., Many of the
Confessors of the early Church, and of the Martyrs and Re-
formers of its later history, have with greater or less
clearness, looked far over these ritualistic ceremonies and
hailed the arising of a bright truth beyond them all.

John Bradford, for example, of Waltham College, Oxford,
who suffered martyrdom about the middle of the sixteenth
century, during the persecutions under the reign of Queen
Mary, for his faithfulness to the "“truth as it isin Jesus,"
boldly denied that Water Bapfism formed any part of that
truth,

In a sermon entitled “ One Baptism,” he makes use of
these words:
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condemn the Baptism and the Communion Supper of all
the Protestant sects, as alike heretical and offensive ; and
point to the “holy water,"" and to the “ mass,” as the only
means of salvation,

Surely if His own test of all divine authority and commis-
sion be true of these ritoalistic ceremonies, " By their fruits
ye shall know them" then they could hardly have been or-
dained by our loving Lord and Saviour, for the purpose
of drawing together and building up His church, which
they seem, in all ages; to have divided and confused ; evi-
dently through some perpetual and universal misunderstand-
ing of His teachings concerning them.

Turning now to the argument in favor of these® Jewish
rites, drawn from the observance of them by our Lord Him-
self, it will be found that there is nothing in His example,
in these respects, intended to encourage His followers in
their adoption ; far less to impress upon them the obligation
of such ceremonials, as Christian ordinances,

He came, as He declared, ' not to destroy the law or the

® Abbe Fleury, In reciting the customs of the Jews, as affirmed by
their celebrated historian, Maimonides, sdds these interesting thonghts |
* Tt will, I doubt mot, be o plessure to the reader to trace out the srigin
af Chriztian Baptive ; and of the ancient ceremonies which the church
vbacrved in it.  For they are adf dorrowed from the Fews; Jesus Christ
and His apostles not having thought it to abolish them, or to sobsti-
tute new ones in their room,™

He then describes the Jewish reception of converts. ** The second
eeremony was Baptism; which most be peeformed in the presence of
three Jews of distinction.”  *° At the time of the performance of it the
Proselyte declares his abhorrence of his past life; and that ft was neithey
ambition nor avarice, bul asincere love of the law of Moses, which pre-
vailed on him to be baptized. Ie promised at the same time to lead a
haoly life; to worship the true God, and to kesp His commandments.’
** And hence,” continues the Abbe, 't Chrirtion Churck Soyrowed
Lhose ceremonier that phe maker wge of, for it is manifest that the insti~
tution of baptism snd the discipline of the Primitive Church in regard
to it, have relation to those of the Jews.," * Manncrrs of Ancient Joracel.-
iter. ' —Fleury,



