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Dear Sir,

Your name placed at the head of so small 8 work
may appear, to many readers, not unlike a woble front
of gravite, which hides Lul a commen brick boilding,
and deceives the wrobeervivg passer-ly, But the
very fact that T was bold enoweh to grace 2o insipnif.
rant o Bools with vone oame, mast plead for e ; for
it will show, nv least, how anxions 1 was 1o express
my decp respect foi vour labors, and v sincerc
thanks for vour indulgence towards mine,  May ihe
additions 1 have mnde 1o the Hermeucuties not indezce
vou to change the opimon which von were kindly
dispased te take of the first edition

[am,
Thear Sir,
Yunr respeetful servant,

FRANCIS LIEBER.



PREFACE

Cue of e Arst articles, which 1 read afer ws
Linding at New York, now nearly bwelve vesr wpo
was in oo paper oppos=] e the administration ol Mo
Adums. The coneriucton of the constimifon furmned
one of the points on owhizh the weiter fonnded Jus
clijections o the presideat sad Jos peety. The sut-
jeet, as a digtinetion of poationl men grad mensores,
was ew Lo, ne politieal constostisa in thilg aspect,
iz peealiovdy Ameriean ;) Do, bee, e dea of watien
gonetititions, of which @ i o consspioged, wis fiest
realized permnngavly and eaow Lorge seale, althouph
they have existud at carlies dates, My lontivn was
nuiuraliy attracted Ty b swget and the mon
attenticn | pabd o the wie polite ] syalen, mowhion
I liave lived ever sitee, e fiobe ienaoriadl it fLp e
ta ey oty ansdesd aa o matier ol enpiesay, bas o
whi-h fwvolves the coovesiintere-tzal izl Yhen
however, the flea ol tyfng 1o roducs wpon edoe
principles that wiiek ve! appesrs so unsettled iu
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praciiea] municipal politics, and 1o find some firm aod
=olid fonndaticns of vight and meeality, in the rolling
tides of party actions, was oradually matnred in my
mind ; when [ fineily conctiuded 1o undertalie o werk:
on Political Ethice, 1 was caturally led o reflect inore
thoroaghly on Cavstroetion, aud 1o arrmnge sy tsonls
Incsystemnatic arder. o itseems evident that math-
ematics alone can wholly dlspense with interpretation
and construction ef same sart, swhile, on the oilis
hand, without good faith they lecome despeeas
wenpons dn tke hands of the disiazennons. Ties
form, therefore, o sulject which ¢

early appertains o
legal and palitical morals. Bl wihen 1 cae o wile
down my chservationz in theiy jroper eonsiexion, |
found thoe they extended muoch bevend che limis
which could be fairly allowed twoa single eheper, nor
did the erowd ef sulicers admit ai more than e
being accupied by thie spesific oo, Phey were poi-
lished in the Awerican Juei=t,” afiee wliel T aongin
I might, perhaps, succecd in praning e 1o a more
proportiotaie size for the tnen projeeted and wow hall
pulilished worl, 1 was told, however, that the artiel
Liad found favor with the readers of the Jurist, auel
that & reduction would materially igjore o, while 1
was called upon by cevoral pealfessiann] gentlemen of
eminenco, o pubilich the artiele sovarateiy, 1 ollawed
their advice, the more readily as | was desivous o

® Uhzgubd nwmberaf 1907, aed Jecuery neasber oI 2500
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adding some remarks, which appear 1o me of sufficient
importanee, lo enlarge the chapter on precedents, and
to add 8 new one on anthorities. 1 have re-writter
the whale, as & supeeficinl corapavison will show, and
here lay the result of my labors before the veader.
May it do some gomd,  Whetbher 1 have sueeeeded or
not, | helieve it will be oranted oo ail hands, that the
subject 35 very dmporrant one, nod that in cooo-
tries, as the United States nnd Enghavd, in which
civil liberty tearkes the cizen ta look for one of its
creat protections in 1lie exacl administeation of the
laws, nund o coreful nvoilance of congtant explacation,
nat fterpretation, of e Tuws by the Pubdie Power—
it vanniries, o which the law is allowed 10 make 1=
own way, immutable principles ond fised roles for
mterpreting anid covstning theo, shauld he renorally
aekuowledged, or i€ they exis: elvealdy, in a seatiored
state, shonld be gathered anild clearly represented, sc
that they muy establish themselves along with the
lnws, as part and braveh of the commmon law of ires
countries.

Jameany 1, 1530,
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