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PREFACE TO AMERICAN EDITION.

Since the Parliament of Religions in Chicago in
18g3 aroused the American public to a sense of the
importance of Eastern thought, the study of Com-
parative Religion has made great strides in the
United States. The present work is designed to
present four of the chief religions of the world side
by side, each as it appears to its more thoughtful and
liberal adherents. The fundamental unity of these
religions is thus made apparent, and it is seen that,
instead of bending our efforts to convert our neigh-
bors to our own faith, we should do well to search

out and bring forth the spiritual treasures it con-

tains, often hidden under a mass of intellectual
verbiage that repels the non-intuitional. A true
brotherhood of religions can only be secured by
members of each recognizing and honoring the
truths contained in other faiths, and being willing
to live in amity without endeavoring to convert.
We have all much to learn and much to teach, and
if the missionaries of every faith would become
learners and teachers instead of proselytizers, they
would become the messengers of peace and good-will
inatead of the stirrers-up of strife.
ANNIE BESANT,
Cuicaco, 18g7.
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FOUR GREAT RELIGIONS.

FOREWORD,

Taz following lectures do not pretend to be any-
thing more than popular expositions of four great
faiths, and are intended for the ordinary reader
rather than for the student. Delivered to audiences
composed almost entirely of Hindus, with only a
sprinkling of Zoroastrians and Christians, they
rather take for granted a knowledge of Sanskrit
terms; so notes have been added where obscurity
might arise from their use. They are intended to
help members of each of the four religions to recog-
nize the value and beauty of the three faiths which
are not their own, and to demonstrate their under-
lying unity. In the lecture on Buddhism I had es-
pecially in mind the misconceptions which shut the
Lord Buddha out from the hearts of His country-
men, and strove to remove them by guotations from
the received Scriptures containing the authoritative
records of His own words. For indeed I know of no
greater service that could be rendered to religion
than to draw together again these sundered faiths,
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which almost divide between them the Eastern
world. Mother and daughter they are, and family
feuds are proverbially bitter; yet might the guarrel
be healed, if the desire for amity reigned on both
sides. Less deeply rooted, but more keen, was the
antagonism to Christianity, exasperated by the ig-
norant and often coarse and abusive attacks levelled
by the lower class of missionaries against the vener-
able faith held by nearly all my hearers. Yet they
listened respectfully and after a while sympatheti-
cally to the exposition of the faith so young in com-
parison with their own, and finally recognized that
it also was a great religion, and was not really alien
from Hinduism. [ can wish these lectures no better
fate than that they may act as a message of peace to
the hearts of their readers, as they evidently did to
the hearts of their hearers.

The general principles underlying these lectures
are the following: Each religion is looked at in the
light of occult knowledge, both as regards its history
and its teachings, While not despising the conclu-
gions arrived at by the patient and admirable work
of European scholars, I have unhesitatingly flung
them aside where they conflict with important facts
preserved in occult history, whether in those imper-
ishable records where all the past is still to be found
in living pictures, or in ancient documents carefuily
stored up by Initiates and not wholly inaccessible,
Especially is this the case with regard to the ages of
Hinduism and Zoroastrianism, touching which mod-
ern scholarship is ludicrously astray. That scholar-



