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PREFACE.

f—

Tes Proprietors of THr Ginvenmig Wosln having decided to issne a series
of popular books on mubjects directly conoscted with gardening, and which,
while published st popular prices, shall be of an essentially practical and
nsefal charactar, we selested se the subjoct for the fiest volume of the
seriea the Taberoas-rooted Bagonda, fist, on acoount of its remarksbly
popular character aa & garden flower, and asecomdly, hecanse wa felt thers
was & want of & useful gmide to it cultivation snd further improvement.
An to how far in ths present troatiee we have met that want, we must
leave the gemerons flowerJoving pablis to decide.

* Whils aiming in the main to bs practical, we have endeaveursd to give
some additional interest to the “work by recording se much of the history
of the modern Begonfa as wo have bean able to glean, and though wvery
imparfect ns this portion of our subjest nundonbiadly is, we weuld fain hope
that it may prove of some value as o basls for s record more completaly
worthy of the sobjsck ¥or many of the facts relating to the history of tha
enrlier nm.ti.el,_nnd for the whola of the ilustratioms of the sama, we ars
indebted to the courbesy of Mosare Jamos Velteh and Sons, to whom the
honour belongs of having laid the foandation of & race of plants which Mr, Laing
and others have brought to soch marvellous perfsction. To Messrs. Cannell and
Bons oor thanks are alsa due for the use of several of the woodcuts which
wa have sslected to illumtrate some of the modern types of the flower; and we
«legire also to tender our best thanks to Mr. W. E. Gumbleton—ome of the
first amatsurs to recognise ths merita of ¥ tha coming dower "-—for meny
valushle hints; and to Mr B. C. Ravensoroft, for the oultural articles
which constituts the greater portion of the work.
B, W.

Jouy, 1B88.
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