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ON THE SHELF

HERE arec very few men and wom-

en who, belween the ages of sixty
and sevenly years, escape 4 eertain humal-
usting experience, which 15 knowmn as heimng
“lajd on the shelf” I their children's
alectionate hands hit them to this dusty
eminence, the oxXperience gy comle
little before sixty.  II they climb up to 1t
themselves (with some slight assistunce
[rom nephews and nieces), the unpleas-
ant moment 1§ gencrally postponed, he-
cause, not recognizing that in virtue of
vears the sheli 15 where they really be-
long, they refuse to take their place upon
it. However, sooner or later, all of us
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(unless we are of the elect) find ourselves
upon the shell—a narrow, uncomfortable
platform, generally dark and dingy, with
the single advantage of height, which
enables us to look down upon the next
generation with bilterness or pity, or
botl.

One very euricus thing about people
who are thus paclked awav—ijust as un-
pprecialed wodding-presents are packed
away hecause tlere i3 4 cerlain senti-
ment about them ;) or inartistic portraits
of plain ancestors, that human decency
will not destrov; or siabby Jiibles, which
superstitivn  preserves hehind rows of
smart, new books—Lhe human creatures
who are shelved, beciuse sentiment or
deceney or supersiition will nol permat
their destruction, these nseless persons do
not always know that they are on ihe
shelf. Thev still presume—ee still pre-
sume (let us suppose that we have reach-
ed at least the beginning of the shelf age!)
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