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Preface.
o+

MJEBET " is remarkable, cven among the works of
re, for sustained conti of rapid move-
mrmﬁra mﬁm and abiding guality of kigh and
tm:rd'pucﬂcmmi In general, as may be gathered from
Ben Jonson's famous commemoraitve fines, sfs aulhor was a
scrupulous and, thorough reviser of kis own writings. He
ad¥d mot scorn fo reinforce his spontameous creatfive powwer
with laborious art, and thus ke produced his © well-forned
and frue-filed lines " by siviking ' the second heal wpon the
Muses’ anvil”  But, in the weiting of © Macbeth” he seems
to hape enfoyed supreme mental freedom.  MHe possessed an
hour qf;mgﬁf and his art was merged in inspiration.  The
is breczy with power, and is lofally free from the heavi-

ness umf of @ constrained effort. LEven the guality
af the verse is imvariable throughout this play., Ne feeble
passages occur in . The lexture of the fifth act is as firm
as the fexture of the firsd. The rush of dramatic action
enlers into and vilalizes almost every part of the mechanism.
A piece thus vigorously and kappily created cannat lapse from
movement inlp narrgiive. Al stage versions of ¥ Macketh,”
accordingly, present, with dut slight curtatlment or other altera-
tiom, the original of Shakespeare. The version herewith
printed pives the fext as it 15 wsed by Edwin Bootk, and illus-
Prates if with the siage business—whether traditional or newiy
devised— gohich he employs. Excisions and changes of the
original will be observed in it ; byt these — few in number,
Fhough important in cler — are thoupht fo be necessary
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and justifiable, Lady Macheth, for example, is not brought
on amid the tumoll of Aorvor and conidernation which ensiies
upon the discovery of the murder of Duncan, for the reason
that, while the dramatic point here made is splendid and
thrilling, i does nof often happen that a representative o
Lady Macheth proves able fo give 8t ifs proger effect.
slauphter of Bangue is omilled, a5 a umf’ ess exhibition of
melodramatic violence. The hﬂ&ﬂg of Lady Macduff— an
incident wsually discarded — is expunged for the same reason.
THis, indeed, is a superfluity of horvor, muchk like the actual
d:ggmgm of Glosler's eyes, in ¥ King Lear The spectre
of Banguo i5 treated as the © bodiless creation” of Macbeth's
Aaunted mind,  * When all's done,” says the Queen, © you
look but on a stool  This phantom, in accordance with the
old stage direction, * Enler the Ghost of Banguo and sifs in
Macheth's place,” was always presented in material form and
with gory visage, till Jokn FPhilip Kemble, acting Macbeth,
treated 1f as Kindred wnth the dllusion of ** the air-drown
dagger,” and assumed it fo be invisible fo all but the King.
Amplifving lines have been excluded, at mwa n
the plece.  The colloguy between Maleolm and i in
Aet Fourth has been shortencd, and the dubious and nom-
sssential part of Hecate has been omitled.  This pard, there
is reason fo believe, was interpolated into Shakespeare's work,
after kis death, or affer he had withdraun the thealre.
This &s the opinion of the Cambridpe edifors, Clark and
Wright, whe alse think that the parts assigned to * the weird
ststers ¥ were expanded by a second author — not improbably
Thomas Middleton, This writer was chronologer o the
cily of London in 1626, and died a lWe after that year. A
by him, called “ The Witch,” much resembling “ Mar-
beth,” was discovered, in manuscript, in , and Steevens:
maintained thal this was savlier than Sha re's ¥ Mag-
deth,” and that Shakespeare borrowed from i the incania-
Eons in kis frapedy.  The editors of the © Biographia Dra-
matica” followw this view ; but the weight of ofinion is apposed
to it Shakespeare, it is thought, left theatrical life about
Ifog,; and ke died in 16rd.  “ Macheth,” which was never
published during his life-time, might mafb kave been altered
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in the theatre, before if came into the possession of Heminge
and Condell, whe first gave it to the world in ther folio of
rdz23. Dr. ﬂﬂmaw.ﬁhf authorily, considers Mid-
dietor's “ Wikch ™ do be of later date than Shakespeare's
“ Macheth.” The text of the Folio of 1623 ;&aﬁ' been followed,
except in & very few instances, in this . Shakespeare
Jound the mmm.{r Jor this Mgﬂijr tn Holinched"s Chronicle,
AT is thought fo have been written affer 1003, because of its
allusion to the wmion of the sovercignties of England and
Scotland, under James 1L, who came to the throne in that
year. This ﬁfm is to kings Y that twofold balls and
tredle s carvy.”  Malone thought it was written about
1804, . Forman saw “ Macbeth” acled, on April 201k,
Jﬁ:a,a!#ﬁ: Globe, in Southwark ; so rmmmmﬂm
Aave Mq,.r"kkrdﬂf than that. Shakespeare was, prod-
ably, at New Flace, in Straiford, when Jh* wrole tf.  The
original representative of Macbeth was B . The
part has been acled by all the prominent English-speaking
tragedians wﬁa have followed in his fllustrious foolsieps.
Betterton, Garrick, Barry, Macklin, Young, Kemble, Kean,
Fandenhoif, Forrest, Junius Booth, Davenport, and Brooke—
all qwere famous in .  Garrick, wotwithslanding that he
dressed it in scarlel coal and w/hife wig, is said to Aavr uttered
; and parious meaning with wonderful power. Kem-
ble's Macbeth was accounted prodigious.  Bul, prodably, this
great character found iy consummalte inferpreter in Macready.
Gouwld, in Ais * Tragedian,” pives this glimpse of the method
of several of these renowned aclors : * Vandenhoff played the
smagery ; Macready, the analysis ; Kean, the passion of the
scene ; Booth, the character—which nol only includes the
obher methods but supplies an element wanting in them."

W, W
New- York, Seplember 2708, 1878,
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