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INTRODUCTION

I

Toe majority of the letters contained in the prescnt
volwne relate to the vears 1702-1507,  The period is o
momentous one in the national history, as it saw the bhe-
ginning and the end of the negotiations that resulted in the
abolition of the National Asscmbly of Scotland and its
incorporation with that of Fngland.,  As throwing fresh
light on these negotiations the letters here brought together
may be said to be of prime inportance.  They were all
written by persons who took a leading part in the
suceessive proeeedings whieh led up to the union of the two
Pavlisnments, and written at the moment and on the spok
when and where the events to which thev vefer actually
ocenrred.  The writers, moreover, were all men of ability
and experience, and possessed the faculty of sayving briefly
aned elearly what they had to commuuicate, The letters
as a whaole, indeed, bear favourable comparison with those
of English statesmen of the same period, and confirm
the bupression we reeeive from other sources that,
as an order, the Scottish nobility were an accomplished
body of men.

The greater number and the most important of the
letters were written by James Ogilvy, at the time when
he wrote them, first Eavl of Seafield, and subsequently
fowrth Farl of Fiodlater, To his Introduetion to the
Seafield Correspondence, edited by hm for the Scottish
History Soeciety, Mr. James Grant has given a full ac-
count of the Ogilvy pedigree; here, therelore, it is suflicient
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