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PREFACE.

To the Christian mind, the Jewl are peculiarly in-
teresting, in various pointa of view. Their History,
which ocetpies so large a portion of the Holy Serip-
tures, will naturally lead us to take an Asstorical
tnterest in the outcast and scattered remnant of that
people, whom the Lorp their God had chosen * to be
a special people unto Himself, above all people that
are upon the face of the earth,” (Deut. vii. 6.) The
Prophecies that have been, and still are, so manifestly
fulfilled in them, will lead us to look upon them with
peculiar feelings, as living witnasses to the Truth and
Inspiration of the Sacred Volume. The Prophecies
which yet remain to be fulfilled will indnce every
careful student of that portion of God’s Word to
take @ prophehical tinterest in those, whose future
glory and blessedness is so plainly predicted. But
the writer of the following Tracts has ever felt, and
feels more deeply with increasing years and longer
consideration and experience, that the interest which
we should feel in them as perishing stnners,—under
peculiar circumstances of darkness and difficulty,
O
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guilt and condemmaticn,—ought to rise far above
all other interest which we can possibly feel in them.
Thiz aught to constrain us to more earnest prayer, and
more diligent exertions, for their spiritual welfare; and
this should lie at the foundation of all eur cfforts on
their behalf. To this Christian and spiritual interest
in their spiritual condition, and in what concerns their
souls’ salvation, all our Aisforical, and evidential, and
prophetical interest in them should be seeondary and
subservient.

Under this impression the following Tracts were
written. The fr# will show, that the writer was
not unmindfal of the prophecies which relate to their
future restoration and glory, or to the hope and en-
couragement which those prophecies supply. But
the remaining Tracts, which form by far the larger
porticn, and demanded much more thought and
labour, have reference to their spiritual state, and to
the salvation of their souls. They consist of attempts
to direct their attention to * the glorious Gospel of
the blessed God,” as that which alone can bring
them peace and salvation.

Ap a missionary to the Jews, the writer considered,
thut his first endesveur, in studying the Scriptures,
should be, to discover how far he could go in preach-
ing the Gospel to “the lost sheep of the house of
Israel,” out of the Old Testament only. The three
latter Tracts may be considered as the immediate
result of his studying the Bible with that view,

He had first to trace the harmony between the
Old Testament and the New, on the grand, fan-
damental, and indispensable points of practical He-
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ligion. Of this he has given a condensed and
summary view, in the Tract entitled # The Essentials
of Religion ;” while, in the two following, “ The
Promised Covenant,” and “The City of Refuge,”
he has more especially laboured to carry out the
idea of preaching the Gospel to the Jews from those
Seriptures which they themselves acknowledge as
divinely inspired. * The Promised Covenant™ is the
more lahoured effort to show how this may be done;
and will, probably, be coneidered, by the student
of the Bible, as more full of instruction: but “ The
City of Refuge™ is more populs¢ and experimental
~more adapted for general use and extended cir-
colation. The writer endeavonred to make use of
all the informafion he had been able to obtain re-
specting the character of the Jews, and the feelings
and impressione with which they are affected when
the prospect of death is before them. And he has
received, from various quarters, many striking assu-
rances and pleasing testimonies of its peculiar adap-
tation to the Jewish mind ; and this, more especially,
from converted Lsraelites.

In conclusion, he would only observe, that—while
these Tracts were writter expressly for the Jews
-—they may, nevertheless, he hambly hopes, be
useful to others. They were written, indeed, under
a very deep conviction, that, if they did not eontain
so much of SBeripturel and saving truth as to be
calculated to be useful to any one into whose hands
they might fall, they could not be expected to be
really useful to the Jew. For, with regard to the
great truths on which our eternal all depends, * there
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is no difference between the Jew and the Greck:
for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call
upon Him. For whoscever shall call upon the Name
of the Lord shall be saved.” (Rem. x. 12, 13.) All
the children of Adam are involved in the same guilt
and misery; all need the same Saviour to redeem,
and the same Spirit to sanctify and comfort them.
It is, for substance, and in all important points, the
samea preaching which is the power of God unto
salvation, both to Jew and Gentile (Rom. 1. 16, 17;
1 Cor. i. 18, 81—825) ; though it is lawful and right,
and troly Beriptoral, in regard to the form and
manner in which the trath is propesed, to become
“all things to all men,” that “ by all means ™ we may
“ gave some.” (1 Cor, ix. 19—28.3
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