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PREFACE.

—_—

In teaching the elements of grammar, conciseness is & very impor-
tant requisite; short rules, especially when accompanied, as they
always ounght to be, by a few explanatory words from the teacher,
being most easily impressed upon the memory of a child. Duly
sensible, therefore, of the value of brevity, the writer of the follow-
ing pages has studied to be as coneise as possible.

To assist the comprehension of their nature and vse, Exercizes
follow each of the different parts of speech, which, with the models
of parsing, will, it is hoped, be found well adapted to the purpose.

In the syntactical exerciges, the usual practice of giving sen-
tences containing solecisms for correction has been departed from.
In Iieu of these, suitable passages, carefully seleeted from the works
of the most popular anthors, are introduced for analysation and ex-
planation, according to the rules of concord and government which
precede them; by which the knowledge and progress of the pupil
may be better tested than in pointing out obvious errors,

The wntings of the most approved grammarians have been
consalted ; but, except in the instances in which & quotation is
given, particular reference has been considered nnnecessary.

Liverpeel, 25¢th April, 1854






ENGLISH GRAMMAR,

INTRODUCTION.

Lawerace, from the Latin word lngua, a tongue, js the medinm by which
ideas are conveyed from one person to ancther; and it coneists of certain
written gigns, or articulate sounds called words.

By means of written language ideas may be transmitted to distant
pleces, and honded down from one generation to another ; by spoken
langusge people communicats their thoughts in person fo each other.

Grammar, from the Greek word gramma, a letter, is the science which
toaches the natuve of words and their correct use, and arrangement intoe
sentences, in conformity to approved snd established rules; the languages
szg.ggrmtnnﬁﬂnsbcingregnhmdmmﬂjngmthﬁrmpmﬁmpmnhlﬁﬁm

lish Grammar is penerally divided into four parts—Orthography,
E , Syntax, and Prosody.

ORTHOGRAPHY.
, from the Greek words orthos, night, and graphe, & writing,
teaches the nature and powers of letters, and the proper mode of combining
then into syllables and words,

Lerrens.

A Letter is a written mark or charncter, which represents a sim
articulate sound, ’ e
m}he letters are twenty-six in number, and are known by the name of
A letter which stsuds for & sound that can be expressed by Itsclf in
called & Vowsl, i

A letter representing a sound which cannot be distinetly uttered with-
ont the aid of & vowel is called a Consonant,

‘The vowels are a, & 1, ¢, w; and w and y when they do not begin a word
or le. The remaining nineteen letters are consonants. ;

¢ union of two vowels to form one sound is called a Diphthong, or
double sound. .

When the sound of both the vowels is heard, it is & proper diphthong;
as, ou in mouss,

B



10 ENGLIBH GRAMMAR.

When only one of the vowels is heard, it is an émproper diphthong; as,
o I cood.
Three vowels united in one pound coustitute & Triphthong; as, dye, tew
Byrranres awp Worpa.

A syllable is either a singie vowel, or one or move vowels combined
with a consonant or consonsnts, and pronounced by one effort of the voice;
3, I, in, ink, blink: o

Words are the signs of ideas; they congist of either one syllable, or of
twcarmnmay]]ahlumnmtaimguthﬂ

A word of one evllable i called a Monosyllable, a8, no; a word of two
ay]lab]ﬂ:nal)uugﬂaﬁk a9, no-ble; if it consists of three syllables, the word
is & Trisayliable, aﬂ.m-ﬂa—m,wldawmdcfmmthmtﬁmesyﬂlblmm
termed a Polysyllable, as, no-Bi-li-ty, ge-ne-ro-si-ty,

The art of combiming letters go as to form words 18 denominated

Spelling ought to be regulated by proncunciation, and to a consider-
sble extent this is the case; but it is subject to great irregularities, and no

general rules can be given Mmﬁw&ﬁmnmm there-
fore acoutaey in spelling ean ouly be acquired by grest practice: fre-
quently writng from dietation, and copying passages from the best authors,
are the most approved means of gainiog proficiency in this art.

ExrecEE.

Point out the vowels, consonants, diphthongs, and triphthonps in the
‘_ﬁ:ﬂnmgwurﬂs Am, plan, fiash, cat, beset, stem, cream, Toom, gumn, ssuey,
joy, play, my,thu’l, new,shnw! thief, vanlt, niece, peach, hcruﬂe, tongue,
yawn, uty, broach; 'hunymi Oyster, sRnCCr, t:hma, carriage, laundry,
nBUFECUs, messienrs, onyx, Duisance, sausage, luscions, swerye, world,
linguist, whistle, puerils,

DrnﬂetbefoﬂnmgmeHahkm Aching, Lieges, myriad,
gaiety, uncouth, epitaph, cigar, achieve, irony, cxtol, revolve, yearning,
iron, soundless, gigantic, secretary, promontory, asylum, zoology, Jannary,
neigh'hmn*hmﬂ, Nankin, celery, loyal, ochre, applanse, mistletoe, posaess,
a urthugraphj', eligible, aquatic, morass, mischievous, syllable,
whi venison, hierarch, meteor, scenery, laughable, corporeal, erro-
neous, caulifiower, camel, e!:ephant, h:Ppﬂpotnmnﬂ, sagacity, vegetable,
ﬁmrﬂnhh: hyena, mmﬂmmednrr pelisse, jonquille, trousers, omiou, ewer,

ETYMOLOGY.

, from the Greek efwmon, the root of a word, and Jogos, &
muhstinchuﬁcmﬂwmm&avm changes of
ihmﬁrmbjmnfnﬂmﬁmmddernm
Crassrrroation aND INFLECTION.

To classify words ia to arrange them into groups or classes, sccording
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to their differsnt meanings, so thet words which stand for the same kind of
ides shall be placed together, and distinguished by a general term,

The name of every object that can bemen,orfnlt.,nrthuugh:uf.isa
noun; a8, girl, sun, duly. Words which denote the properties or qualities

by nouns are termed adjectives ; us, & rad frock, a long Toom.

A word that can be used instead of a noun, to aveid repesting it, is &
pronoun ; &3, *' Charles lost kg book when he was coming to school.”

Such words as represent s person or thing as befng in & certain state,
doing any thing, or having aoy thing dovie to them, are verfs; as,“ﬂﬂmm
benntiful, Henry learns, Edward was boaten.”

quwﬂwhﬂmmmmsm,w,wpmdanmmnmm
adverb; and words also that qualify adjectives; as, ¥ Lucy reads weli; sn
m:‘mlywmday."

A word which connects other words, and shows the relsbon bebween
ﬁm,i:ﬂ:dprﬂ;r,:nﬂbm “ Anne spoke fo Willie, who lives ai Chester.”

A t oonnects ideas or sentences is a conjtmelion; a8, * Ada i
and pratty; the boys are brothers, but they are not ahike.” Fes

&wmliurexdamalmnthﬂﬂpwmmesmidmfnehngmmﬂeﬂ
an interection; as, * Ok! ok ! you burt me!”

ExepcrsE.

Point out the nouns in the following sentenecs: “ Aceidents often hap-
pen in thia great river, and sforma are frequent,  Their uniform iz a white
turban of a singulariy fiat shape, a white shirt and trouscrs, with a shawl
wrapped round their waist. T saw my little givl at one of the cabin-win-
dows, who showed great delight on seeing me. As the sun went down, man
monsirons bats, bigger than the largest crows I have ever seen, and
10 be ﬂ.inﬁnguisberlfmthem by their indented wings, unloosed their hold
from the palm-trees, and eailed slowly around us.”

Point out the adjectives. * The path was narrow, and cbstructed by the
long thick grass and tall briers by which it was overgrown. A very
pretty little boy stood smiling at the door of the lonely cottage, mear to
which sat an old woman, whoee aged appesrance strikingly contrasted with
the childish basuty of the boy.”

Point out proonouns, verbes, adverba “Igmatlj’regmﬂﬂ&tha.tIhad
0o means of drawing & scens go beantiful and interesting.”

“ We followed them through the beautiful grove which overshadowed
their dwelling.”

# The way was longer than we expected, and it was growing dusk ;
wao persevered, however, nndammin.tamaﬂhm]dmgmththmm
dows in front. A flight of steps led up to it; in which s man stood ready
o receive us.”

“ Tt most unfortunately happened that, during the present year, and
mﬂa]lthanlhﬂ'mmfm'hmuofdmugh:mﬂmtywhmhthmpmt
gountry has updergone, the Jumna changed its course, and the canal
beeame dry! The engineer officer who superintends its works was at the
time labouring under the remains of a jungle-fever; his sergeant was in the
same condition, and consequently there was no one who, when the mischief
was discovered, could go up to the hills to remedy it, The people had
neglected the wells which formerly had, in some degree, snpplied their
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wants, The water which they drank was to be brought from a distance
and sold at & considerable rate, and their ens were quite ruined.”

% The jeckals were very noisy this night; and there was another noise
in my cabin so exactly like the bubbling up of water through a narrow
crevice, that 1 felt convinced that our vessel leaked,—a circumstance which
would not have been wonderful, considering how she had been bumped
a.buutdunngtbntw]mt&a. On inquiry, however, I was told that it
was a sort of ericket, nrlnd:m &eaﬂ-:w:;g.which alwaye emitted this
sound,"—IJIEBEE.

Point out the prepositions, comjunclions, and interjections. “Of all
the birds to whom is given dominion over the air, the lark alone lets locse
the power that is in his wings only for the expression of love and grati-
tude. Thou alome, O lark! hast wings given thee that thou mayest be
perfectly happy—nene other bird but thou can at once soar and
heavenward thou seemest to be borne, not more by those twinkling piniona
ﬁ%hy the ever-varying, ever-deepening melody effusing from thy heart.”
—WiLzoxn.

¥ ¥ Bravn, brayn !* the king eried out ;
‘jﬂhﬂnnﬂrhﬂm@awhnh!,
He conquered, snd 'Ihr hoaldn't T L
Errza Cook.

* There came a burst of thunder sound—

The boy, cbh! where was he !

Ask of the winda, that far around
With fragments strewed the sea !

‘With mast, and helm, ad pemmen fafs,
That well ha.dhmed:.errput

‘But the noblest thing that perished there
Wes that young faithful heart I

Hexaxa,

THE NOTUN.

A Foun, from nomem, 3 name, is the name of apy person, place, thing,
or idea, that can be scen or spoken sbout; as, Thomas, Liverpool, horze,
stone, virtue.

N-:runa are divided into two great classcs, proper and common. Rﬁpﬂ'
nouns are the names of persones, places, a].upa, feativals, great events, titles
of dignity, &e. ; as, Vicloria, Seotland, Poris, Easter, Revolution, the Prince
of Wales, &Mafﬁm&.

Common, or appellative nouns, from appells, to call, are the names
applied in comsmon to the several individuals mnmf.unpgachss OT Zenus
of things ; as, monkey, herb, flower, taste.

Nouns sre further subdivided into abetract, verbal or pariieipial, and
collective nouns.

An abatract noun, from adstralior, to draw away, is the name of any one
q;nﬁlg'w:nhmntmmoh]mt,mﬂdﬂaﬂ mﬂependenﬂ}'ﬁfﬂ.e
ohject itself, and it is generally derived from an adjective; a:,
modesty, depth, solidity. Thus, the dismond is a brilliant etone, that ls,ﬂ-




