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PREIFACE.

Bowe of the oharacteristic features of this litila book are
the following :—

(L.} All the words having the same vowel sound are brought
tagether. The ohild is thve seved one great difficulty in pro-
nnneistion.

{2.) All the words having the same eowel sound represented
by the seme Letters arc brought toputher in smeller divisions,
This complate gepamtion of words emploving different cha-
vacters to represent the eame sound, greatly facilitates their
being learnt, and teods to prevent spbeequent confusion and
inaccuracy.®

{3) In the etil! smaller divisiony, which may be used as
peparate leseoms, the eommon alphebetical arrangement has
been departed from as being arbitrary and useless. Instead of
thia the place of the words ia determined by their lasf leifers,
aocording to their nafural relafionship of souwnd. Thus, words
ending in the liquids (I, m, m, r) are put together in one or
more lessons ; then those ending in the labials (p, B, f, ¥);
then those ending in the devfels (1, 4, th sharp, th flat), snd
g0 on, I have made and employed this terminel phonetic
prrangement because I believe that slovenly arliculation is
more common at the end than at the beginning of a word,
gnd that the child who in deily exmercise distinguisles

& The nature of the olassification meds nse of will be more casily
and clearly scen by a glance st tho Table of Coatents, pp. vi, il
¥iil.
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iv FREFACKE.

between the sounds of the most nearly related consomants has
laid the foundation of & clear and correct pronunciation.®

{4.) The meanéng of  word ia shown by its wee. The common
method of explanation, by synonyme or definitions, is for the
most part as useless ms it in wearisome. The synonymous
word ie often more difficult than the word under explanation,
and the definition long and onintelligible. The meaning of &
word is best learnt from its use, For this resson every word
found in the columns is employsd In o pentence. As few of
thess soptonces wero made by wyeelf, | may obhsarve that T
think them suited to a child’s uodemtanding, and therefora
serving their purpose of dmehing fhe vee of o word by waing it
This, if rightly done, necessarily includes & knowledge of what
the word means.

(5.) Spelling ond Rsading aro to be taught of the same time,
It iz only for brevity’s sake the work is called * Bpelling for
Begiatgra.” With & view to the simultancons teaching of
reading and spelling, the seatencan explaioing the words in
columnsg have been formed with such simplicity both of word
and thonght, 88 to maks them an essy gxercise in Reading,
Thua tho child spells in order that he may learn to read—and
reads that he may understand what he has spelt. The resalt
of this provess, by giving an intereat to tha child in his work,
will o to diminish his labour, and 8o to leesen the time that
will be required to master both these arts.

* Tt g oot of couree infended that thess terms, or the mafure of
the armangement, should be brought under the comsiderntion of
ghildren so young us thoss who will probably use this book, To do
#o would ba more then uwaeless ; it would be mischievous. Bat in
thin, g8 in more iwmportant matbers, & child may ba smbjected to the
benefivial influence of o arrangement which he is incapable of
nnderstanding.




EXPLANATION OF MAREKS AND SIGNS.

1. When u lstter is silext, f.e., not sounded, it is shown to be
80 by being printed in ifalis, Thua the italic £ in oftan, page
70, pointa out {hat £ iz not proncumesi. The leammer is to
remsmber that the letber thus marked is nof o be sounded &5
m,mdﬂdtﬂﬁdmﬂtdﬁm.

2. The * at the and of & word shows that it has more than one
meaning. Thos, page 90, draught® shows that there are two
meanings to the word : () as moch lguid ae is drunk st & time—
a dranght of water; (4} o swrrent of mir—fo =it in a
draught. The word glans ™ Jirects sbisntion to three
mesnings, a= (g} the trausparent asubstance—'We CAD B6S
through glass; (}) & veesel made of the substsncs, snd used
to hald liguidsa—give him & glaas of milk ; (¢} & mirror—yon
lock in the glass too oftor. When ot B0 DEANY Bettenoes
are found in fhe book as thers are meanings marked, it may ba
well for the teacher to give tha additionsl naning with santences,
or, better gtill, that the child may be called upon and sesisted to
do so.

3. The ¥ ghows that there in more or less difficulty in the word
before which it is placed, and shouold therefore receive special
attention. Thus, To thelr proper places, we have + which, T ghoss,
T Anock, 1 always, T lsouid, &a, &0, 4l which are often migspalt,
and to which therefore extrs tims and attention shoold be given
on the part both of the learner and the sxaminer.

‘When this mark ia pot before s nomber, as + 75, +13b, &ec., it
means thet the whole sxercies has its difficnlties, and requires
thersfore & more than usoal effort to maater it. Some of thess
more difficult exercisss might, with some children, be advan-
tagoously deferred till the other parts of the book have besn gons
throngh,
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