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a large extent moulded by the liberal culture of the
College, and i8 constantly pustained by the sssocia-
tious which cluster round college life, and that any
measures which tend to impair this culture or weaken
college class associations will cause irrepurable injury
not ouly to the College, but also to the community
and to the nation.

Aa it seema to me, through the influence of the elee-
tive system we have been gradually drifting into a
dangerous pogition, which recent action has only more
clearly defined, in changing the basis of our firat de-
grea in arts from & period of residence to a number of
courses of study. Al this tends to give to our college
course the tone of an educational mill, rather than of
a studions retreat. It tends to substitute for the in-
fluence of lofty associnticns and refined intercourse
the feverish acquisition of a definite amount of know-
ledge in the slhortest time. It tends to replace the
contemplative life of the scholar by the restiess rivaley
of the market; and is, in my view, a yielding of the
great purposes for which universities were founded to
- the commercial spirit of the age. .

Believing, as I do, that a prolonged period of guiet
study guarded [rom the restlessness of active life is
not ouly au inestimable privilege to our young men,
but also of the greatest value to the active community
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nssociations have been diligently fostered in profea-
sional and technical schools ; but their influence ia
comparatively feeble; and the comparison plainly in-
dicates how great must be the loss if the troe spirit of
liberal culture were replaced by a mers rivalry in the
acquisition of useful knowledge. Morcover a large
number of gur students never have pained, and never
¢an be expected to gain, more than very moderate at-
tainments in any subject. Thia very large class of
college graduates will always be educated more by ae-
sociations and personal influence than by sctual study
of booka. They may naver be distinguished ass schol-
ars; but thoy constantly acguire a high degree of cal-
ture, and give a tone to the ¢ommunity in which they
live; and through them the College wields & very great
power. To sueh men the class associations are the
one Vzatore of their life ameng ns which they most
prize, and which really does more for their education
than mil the college exercises combined; and any
measures which tend to shorten the term of residenco
ot break up class associations will lessen the influence
of the College on the community. = That the measures
under discussion will have this effect no one can
question.

When it is said that the degrec should be based on
residence, it ia of course understopd thet o certain
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cumstances what definite significance can there be to
sixteen, eighteen, or any other number of courses as
the standard for a degree?

It is said that the courses may be graded. But how
are they to be graded ? And who is to grade them?
How ia a course which involves chiefly delicate manip-
alation or careful obeervation to be compared with
those courses which imply eriticnl acumen, profound
research, or deep thonght? Is the Faculty to grade
them, consisting, as it does for the moat part, of men
each engrossed in special studies, and naturally attach-
ing great value to the peculiar form of diacipline which
has attracted him? The more ¥t is considered, the
more impractieable will the idea of grading be found
to be; and it will be seen that the inequalities must
be accepted os a neccessary result of an clective sys-
tem. With a prescribed period of residence the evil
i8 not serions. Good scholars take pride in electing
the hard courses ; end the soft courses serve to lubri-
cate the running gear of our system.  But abandon the
requisition of residence, and put a preminm on segur-
ing the degree in the shortest possible time, and it
will be easy to foresea the fate of the hard courses
which refiect honor on the sclhiolarship of the College.

In classing a course as soft or hard we by no means
prejuilge its educational valne. It is the great virlve



