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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tre following Essay is intended by the author
to be preliminary to a few others in which he hopes
to give an account of the seversl systems of Ancient
Philosophy which converged in those of Plato and
Aristotle—to pursue some of the more important
branches of speculation in the course which they took
after leaving the hands of the latter,—and to examine
the success which has attended their cultivation up to
the present time. Before this task could be attempted
with any advantage, it was necessary to enter upon some
points relative to the history of philosophical literature,
and, from the nature of these, no mode of discussing
them appeared preferable to interweaving them in a eri-
tical biography of the fiiuuder uf’ the Peripatetic School.
The present treatise, . hewever althaugh the first of a
series; is complete in'. Ltfelﬁ amd it is the intention
of the writer to preserve a “similar independence to
each of the others.






CHAPTER 1.

INTRODUCTION.

Ir the acquaintance we possessed with the private
life of individuals were at all proportioned to the in-
fluence exerted by them on the destinies of mankind,
the biography of Aristotle would £l a library; for
without attempting here to discuss the merits of his
philosophy as compared with that of others, it may
safely be asserted that no man has ever yet lived who
exerted so much influence upon the world. Absorbing
into his capacious mind the whole existing philosophy
of his age, he reproduced it, digested and transmuted,
in a form of which the main outlines are recognised at
the present day, and of which the language has pene-
trated into the inmost recesses of our daily life. Trans-
lated in the fifth century of the Christian era into
the Syriac language by the Nestorians who fled to
Persia, and from Syriac inte Arabic four hundred years
later, his writings furnished the Mohammedan con-
querors of the East with a germ of science which, but
for the effect of their religious and politicsl insti-
tutions, might have shot up into as tall a tree as it
did produce in the West; while his logical works,
in the Latin translation which Boethias, * the last of the
Romans,” bequeathed as a legacy to posterity, formed
the basis of that extraordinary phenomenon, the Philo-
sophy of the Schoolmen. An empire like this, extending
over nearly twenty centuries of time, sometimes more
sometimes less despotieally, but always with great force,—
recognised in Bagdad and in Cordova, in Egypt and in
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2 SCANTY MATERIALS.

Britain,—and leaving abundant traces of itself in the
language and modes of thought of every European nation,
is assuredly without a parallel. Vet of its founder’s perso-
nal history all that we can learn is to be gathered from
meager compilations, scattered anecdotes, and accidental
notices, which contain wuch that is obviously false and
even contradictory, and from which a systematic account,
in which tolerable confidence may be placed, can only
be deduced by a careful and critical investigation.

It is not, however, to the indifference of his con-
temporaries, or to that of their immediate successors,
that the paueity of details relating to Aristotle’s life
ig due. If we may trust the account of & commenta-
tor, Ptolemy Philadelphus, the second of the Mace-
donian dynasty in Egypt, not only bestowed a great
deal of study upon the writings of the illustrious philoso-
pher, but also wrote a biography of him'. At any
rate, about the same time, Hermippus of Smyrna, one
of the Alexandrine school of learned men, whose re-
search and accuracy is highly praised by Jesephus®,
eomposed a work extending to some length, On the
Lives gf Distinguished Philosophers and Orators, in
which Aristotle appears to have oecupied a consider-
able space’. Another author, whose date there is no

1 David the Armenian, in a commentary on the Categories, cited
by Brandis in the Bheinisches Musewm, Vol. i. p. 250, and since
‘publiched by him from two Vatican MSS,, says, Tws 'Apiororeimar
‘evpypappdTer makdby Cvrew yoier Tov dplipdy, o gror Tlrodeuaioc
o GiadBedgor, dvaypagny alrer Tomedueros kal ror Flor avroi kal vy
Bidleow, «. 7. A {p. 22. ed. Bekk.) an irportsnt passsge if not cor-
rupt, as showing who the Ptolemy was that is elsewhere cited in
connection with Aristotle’s works.

? Contr, Apion. lib, 1. dedp wepl wimay loropiay émpekss.
* Athenmus {xiii. p. 589. xv. p. 696.) cites him, év r5 wpuire
ﬂF‘ 'Apnmré.’mue.



EARLY LITERATURE ON THE SUBJECT. 3

direct means of ascertaining, but who probably is to
be placed somewhere about the end of the third cen-
tury before the Christian era’, Timotheus of Athens,
is also to be added to the number of his early bio-
graphers. But independently of such works as these,
antiquity abounded in others which contained informa-
tion on this subject in & less direet form. Aristoxenus
of Tarentum, who during a part of hia life was him-
self a pupil of Aristotle, in his biographies of Socrates
and Plato had frequent occasion to speak of the great
Stagirite. Epicurus, in a treatise which ie cited under
the title of 4 Leter on the Pursuits and Habits
of jformer Philosophkers, related several stories to hie
disparagement®. The same, perhaps, was the case with
Aristippus (apparently the grandson of the founder of
the Cyrenean school) in his work On fthe Luxury
of Antiquity’. And yet more valuable materials than
were furnished by the two last-mentioned works, of
which at least the former appears to have been com-
posed in that vulgar spirit which delights in finding
something to degrade to its own level all that is above
it’, seem to have been contained in the treatises of
Demetrius the Magnesian and Apollodorus the Athe-
nian. The first of these was a contemporary of Cicero

* This seems to follow from the fect that Diogenes anly
quotes him in the lives of Plato, Speusippus, Aristotle, and Zeno
of Cittium. He is therefore ne authority for any thing later
than the time of the last. Zeno was an old man 8. c. 260,
(Diog. Laert. vii. 6.) Timotheus's work is quoted under the title
Nspl Biww.

* Ap. Athen. p. 354.

* Diog. Laert. ii. 23. v. 8.

7 See the stories which were related in it of Pmtu,gm-q.g,
mentioned by Atheneeus, foc. cif.
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4 ALEXANDRINE WRITERS.

and his celebrated friend Attieus', and appears to have
exercised his acumen in detecting such erroneous
stories prevalent in his time as arose from the con-
fusion of different poets and philosophers who had
borne the same name’; a cause which formerly in the
absence of hereditary surnames, and under the opé-
ration of many motives for falsification, was much
more fertile in its results than can now be easily
imagined®. The second is an authority which for the
purposes of the modern biographer of Aristotle is
the most important of all. He, like Hermippus, was
an Alexandrine scholar, and pupil of the celebrated
commentator and editor of the Homeric poems, Ari-
starchus®’. Among his voluminous works was one On
the Sects of Philosophers, which no doubt contained
much that was interesting on our subject; but what
renders him valuable above any other of these lost
writers, and makes us treasure up with avidity the
slightest notices by him which have come down to us,
is his celebrated Chronology, a composition in iambic
verse, often cited under the title of Xpowwd, or Xpo-
wrr clvrafis, by that compiler whose treatise is unfor-
tunately the most ancient systematic account of Aris-
totle’s life which has escaped the ravages of time.
These citations are invaluable, not merely for the
positive information which we gain from them, but
because they serve also, ae we shall have occasion to

' Cicero, Brut. 91. He is alluded to in Epp. ad. Aftic. iv. 11
but in viii, 11, ix. 9. xiit. 6. itis Demetrius the Syrian, a rhetori-
cian, who is referred to. This latter is also spoken of in Brui. $1.

* Diog. Laert. v. &

* See Galen, Comment, in Hippocr. de mal. Hom. ii. p. 105,
109, and in Hippocr. de Humor. L. p. 5, ed. Kuehn,

¢ Suidas, sub v, 'A-lm.\.h'-anpﬂ.



