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1. What Literature is.—Before we can enter
on the story of our English Literature we must try to
understand what literature itself is. By literature we
mean the written thoughts and feelings of intelligent
men and women amanged in a way which will give
pleasure to the reader. Literature has to do therefore,
50 far as its subject goes, with all the things about which
we learn, and think, and feel. As toits form, it has two
large divisions—one of which is called Prose Literature
and the other Poetical Laterature,
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2. Prose Literature.—There are many kinds o1
prose literature, Men write in prose about philosophy,
or history, or art, or religion, or science, or manners,
or the lives of men. Prose literature then means
the written thoughts, learning, and feelings of men
on all these subjects. Everything in fact that is
written of any kind, except poetry, may he called
prose. Buot we must not think that everything that is
called prose isliterature. We cannot say, for instance,
that a ship's log, or a catalogue, or the daily journal of
a traveller, 15 to be called Iiterature simply because
it is wrtten in prose. Writing is not literature unless
it gives to the reader a pleasure which arises, not only
from the things said, but from the way in which they
are said, and that pleasure iz only given when the
words are carefully or curicusly or beautifully put
together into sentences. To do this in a special way
15 to have what we call style. As much art must
be used m building sentences up out of words = in
building houses, if we wish the prose we write to be
worthy of the name of Literature.  And just as in look-
ing at different kinds of houses, we say that one is
built in a strong way, another in a simple way, another
in an omamental way, so we say in reading books
written by different men that one 15 1n a simple style,
another in a grand, another in an ‘eloguent style.
Again, in looking at a large building, we see not only
the way in which it iz built, but also the character and
the mind of the builder. So also in a prose book which
is fit to belong to literature we ought to feel that there
is a distinct mind and character who is speaking to us
through the style, that is, through the way in which
the words are put together. Prose then is not litera-
ture unless it have s#yle and sharacter, and be written
with curiour care,

3 Of Poetical Literature we may say the
same thing. Poetry’ must be tried by rules more
severe even than those by which we judge prose, and



