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PREFACE.

e

THE Earl of Glencairn, Henry Balnaves and John Davidsen
merit commemoration apart from their peetry. While de-
nouncing in a poetical pasquinade the illegal trailic of the
Church of Rome, Lord Glencaitn protested against the
rapacity of the Reforming nobles. As a statesman he
rendercd invaluable aid to the Protestant cause by re-
sisting the attempts of Mary of Guise to check the spread
of the Reformed doctrines. In opposing the elforts of Queen
Maty ta crush the Reformed preachers, and in supporting her
dethronement, he occupied a foremost place. He conspicu-
cusly upheld the government of the infant King James.

By his legal training and business aptitude, Henry Balnaves
proved of especial service in protecting the Reformers from the
pitfalls prepared by their enemies.  Engrgetic and earnest, he
suffered in person and estate for maintaining the rights of
conscience, but was vindicated in the end.

One of the most austere of the Scottish Reformers, John
Davidson, as a pupil and associate of John Knox, imbibed
strong views as to ecclesiastical independence, and the duly
of resenting the despotism of princes. Had he expressed
himself less ardently, he would better have accomplished his
aims, and avoided much personal discomfart  But his stern
assertion of his opinions, first in deflance of the Regent
Morton, and afterwards in direct antagonism to King James,
has rendered his career a memorable one, He was a sound
theologian, an eloquent declaimer, and one of the most
accomplished scholars of the Reformed Scottish Church, He
compiled materials for a national history and prepared memo-
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rials of his time, which were afterwards used by Calderwood,
A devoted evangelist, his. fervour was boundless; he re-
animated the waning zeal of his clerical brethren, and in a
degree not inferior to the most distinguished of his con-
temporaries upheld those principles of freedom, which,
obtaining consolidation and force, at length expelled a
dynasty, and laid the foundation of constitutional government.

The portrait of the Earl of Glencairn, which accompanies
his memoir, has been copied from a représentation of the
Earl contained in Pinkerten's * Gallery.,”® It is described by
Pinkerton as founded on an intaglio in posscssion of the
Countess Dowager of Glencairn, at Coats, near Edinburgh,
Since Pinkerton wrote the earldom has become dormant.

In preparing a memoir of John Davidson, the Editor has
been indebted for many important particulars to an accom-
plished antiquary, the Rev, Dr, Struthers, minister of Pres-
tonpans, who has otherwise paid tribute to the memory of
his predecessor,

# The Scottish Gallery, or Portraits of eminent persons of Scotland, by
Jehn Pinkerton, Loaden, 17oo, B

GrAMPIAN LoDge, Foresr HiLr, 5.E.,
_ Settember, 1874,
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TowarDs the close of the eleventh century, Wemebald, a
Morman, procesded from the north of England, and under the
feudal protection of Hugh de Morville, constable of Scotland,
obtained lands in the county of Ayr. These lands were then
or subsequently known as Comynghame {place of conies), and
when surnames were adopted, the descendants of Wernebald
chose this family designation from the patrimonial estate, A
representative of the family, Alexander Cunningham, was about
the year 1450 ennobled as Lord Kilmaurs ; he was by James
1IT, in 1488, created Earl of Glencairn.

William, fourth Earl of Gleocairn, was an accomplished
statesman and a zealous promoter of the Reformation. While
still a youth, he was in 1526 appointed Lord High Treasurer,
Along with David Beaton, afterwards cardinal, he negotiated
the treaty of marriage between James V. and Mary of Guise.
At the battle of Solway, in 1542, he was taken pdsoner; he
paid for his ransom one thousand pounds, and with some
other Scottish neblemen became bound to support the project
of Henry VIII. for the marriage of Prince Edward with the
Scottish queen. He afterwards resisted certain extravagant
demands of the English monarch, which were consequently
abandoned. He was one of the Scottish ambassadors who, in
July, 1543, arranged with the English commissioners at
Greenwich, the treaties of peace and marrizge. In a compact
concluded at Carlisle in 1544 he agreed to support Henory
VI1I. as protector of Scotland in the interests of the Reforma-
tion. Subsequently he wilhdrew from his alliance with the
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English Government, and received from the Scottish Parlia-
ment a remission of his alleged treason in his Anglican nego-
tiations. He died in 1547.

Alexander, fifth Farl of Glencairn, is historically known as
“the good earl.” He was a younger son of William, fourth
Earl of Glencairn, by his second wife, Margaret, davghter of
John Camphell, of West Loudoun., As Lord Kilmawrs he
was associated with his father in advancing the cause of
reformation. For the sincerity of his father's professions he
became in 1543 a hostage in England. In a letter to Henry
VIIL, dated 23rd March, 1543, Sir Ralph Saddler, the English
ambassador, writes from Ddinborgh, * “ He [the Earl of
Glencairn] hath written to your Majesty to have his son home,
entering other pledges for him ; his said son having the rule of
that country under him ; and if he were at home, he should
stand him in great stead, T assure your Majesty I think he
feipneth not ; for such a man as his son is may not be spared
out of so wild a country. I have talked with the man; he is
called the lord of Kilmauts, and the master of Glencairn ;
and in my poor opinion, they be few such Scottish in Seotland
both for his wisdom and leaming, and well dedicate to the
truth of Christ's word and doctrine. So that I think, if he
were at home he should not only stand his father in good
stead, but also do much good here in the country, where now
the gospel is set forth in English, and open proclamations
made, * That itshall be lefull to all men to read the Bible
and Testament in the mother-tongue’ and special charge
‘ that no man preach to the contrary upon pain of death.” ¢

Om his father's death, in 1547, Lord Kilmaurs succeeded to
the earldom. According to Knox, he was present in 1550 at
the trial of Adam Wallace, of Fail, who was charged with
upholding the Protestant doctrines. Wallace was condemned
and the sentence of death carried cut, Glencairn emphatically

® Zir Ralph Saddler’s State Papers, edited by Sir Walier Scott, vel
i pe B2, .

+ This proclamation is dated cgth Mareh, 1543 —Knox's “History of the
Reformation,” Edinb., 1846, 8vo,, vol. i, p. 240,




