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ADVERTISEMENT

THE FIFTH EDITIOX.

Ir has long been a matter of vegpret to many whose minds had
heon doo th hmpr crsid] by Lhe mrl_-, work of the late De South-
winul HLHHFL which so ['lﬂ]'.-‘ sonl ably onteral into an investioa.
t'lﬂl'l_ U. th{" 1_.-;1‘mm|;_'|ri]',.' ]"eﬁ‘t.l".rﬁ'}lq I_ll_ll'_tr'l'lll;’ [;l[. -F"ft,'r'r:u] T’U]I:lhl]t!]r"r:lt
that this book shoulil be suffered to continue out of print.  The
fourth edition waz published in 1820, and was sold oub many
years ago without having been followed by another 1o this country,
thoush four editions have sinee appeared in America.  The
want was froquently pressed on the Anthor, but bis tiue and
thoughts wore engrossed by toe work to which he bad devoted
T‘ulrr-—.r‘ff—ﬂu" taulk of 2w un_.nlnu' the ]r-;_‘nal e o Llie menﬂmvr
of Sanitary Teform, sud of frrtlieri g bhe progress of sanitary
measures o the utmost of his albilily, u'ltli by ather literary
labours, of which the prepasation of the Philosophy of 1ealth
waz the principal ; the re-dssue of the DHvine Government thers-
fore vwos not accomplizhed.

The question, however, which he had heen mainly insteunental
in vadsing, 1hat of tha beath or Blsebom] of the docteing of
Erornal PUTH':}]II_I:&'ﬂli- il nok lie dormant,  Thieinge-fhe veara
that have intervened since the frst edition :l.]:||>t'<t-r‘er\}fl i 1818, it
has unceasingly agitated the minda of wany thioking persons,
and o great -:hﬁu,f:e has been worzed in theie views oo the sul.rji.*c't.
1t 13 under these civenmatanees thot the friend to whom the
Aunthor bequeathed the eharge of republishing the work, if 1t
should be required, hag vieldol to mother call for o new edition.

The first part of the book, which contuing the Author's views
on tha greal laws af the Divine Government, and forms an
Bssay complete in itself on the Divine {:U|:.|I1|.e~~|- will be inter-
esting even to those who have already arrived at z-l.'l1'|w'l apimons
an the question of Eternal Punishmest.  The main olject of the
work is to prove that the whole lluman race is destined to arrive,
through sutfering, at a state of ultimate puricy, and 1 the second



1y ADVERTISEMENT TO THE FIFTIL EDITION.

part are bronght forward all the arguments in s:1§1p11rr of thia
opinen which are deriveld from the nature of God, the natnre
of Man, and the natwee of Poaishment, The third part is devoted
to the Seriptire oeouments which bear ou the subject. Had he
revised the work it 18 probable the Author would have modified
it in st desree,

But whatever alterations lie might have made mo certain por-
tions, the main seope af his argament would  bave remained
itpaleered,  The words © Gl s love,™ uttersd by the Founder
of Christinnity, were to him hving trath, ani he cotertained till
his death the prand views that he advoeated o this his carliest
work, founded on his faith in the gooducss of the Creator.

ADVERTISEMEXNT

T

THE THIRD EDITION.

Tre more [ bave conlempluled the view of the Thvine
charactor and governmenc which 1z exhibited in the follow-
iy puees, amd the noro dhe cngagoments of life have
Brought we aequainied with the wads of the Tuman miod
m s state of dizeipline, sad theretore of vicissitnde and
suflering, the more deep lins becomne my convietion, that
ware tho opinions which it i3 the object of tns work to
pstablish menerally belioved and considered, they would
promote inan inealentnble measure the vrtne and  happi-
ness ol mankind,  Twis couviction coincules with that of
the wisest and best men whom [ have the plensure of
knowing, My sense of the importance of renderving this
view of the moeal government of the Deity a3 complote as
possible, 1s therofore steongor than ever; and under this
sipreession [ lave eotered, in this edition, inte o more close
sl connected 1uvestigation of the origin, the nature, and
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the tendency of evil. 1 liave considered, separately and
in detail, the several classes of evil, namely, natwral and
moral evil, and the evils which have hitherto been found
mseparable from the social stato; namely, poverty, de-
pendence, and servilude. | hsve endeavoured to show
why these evils exist in the creation of a being of almighty
power, of infinite wisdom, and of perfeet goodnegs, | have
endesvonred o lead the mund ©o Lhe eolm and serions con-
sideration of privciples which seemn adequate to divest it of
donbt, whore donbt must be unhappiness, sad Lo coudeet ic
to n eonclusion which, i’ omee ombraced from conviction,
must secare it from misery.

I look back to the gquict and contemplative hours which
were devoted to these nguivies with the feeling, not un-
mixed with melaneholy, with which we reflecl on our de-
parted pleasures. And yeb thove is a closer connection than
there wight af first sight seen Letwean these sulgects and
those which now wuch more exelusively occupy my atten-
tion : the real end of both 15 1he swme: for the object of
cach is alike to extend the knowledire, to miligste the sul-
fermg, and to inerease the happiness of mankind; and
withoat doubl this is the great business of life: whoever
gacceads 1o it roost is the wisest, the ablest, and the happ-
est of his race ; and even he whose mweasure of success is
nob great, cannot he without satisfaction, so long as he i
conscions of the wish aud the effoet to accomplish more.

Lowddm : Frinify Syuare, Mura, TER2,



PREFACE.

Ir it he reasonahbbe to vefer the forwation of the earth
and of all the objects and beings on its swrfaee to an intel-
ligent agent, and i we eannot donbt that we are entirely
dependent opon eur Creator for all which we possess and
hope, it muost be of mmspealiable impoitance to ascertain
what lis character really is; and if there be indeed reason
to Delieve, that, in fashioning our frame, and appoiniing
that it should nadergo at w eertuin poriod a total disorgan-
ization, e do not by that change design to destroy us, but
to qualify us for o higher stote awd for aebier pursnits, no
inguiry can be so interesting ag thal which relates to our
desting in the ages which ure before us.

Were it possible to arm ourselves sguinst the calamities
of life, ag Terseus s fableod to have been armed by the gods
for his fur-famed expedition, he who shontd commenee the
parecr of cxistenes withone hiz helmoet, fslehion, and wees,
witd e universally regarded as destitute of reason; buoe
thal individual is infinitely botter prepared lo eacounter
the evil with which he has to eombat, who believes o the
doctrine of @ Provideree, und koows the ground of his be-
Tief, that is, who views all events with the eyve, and meeis
them with the feeling, of o Christian philosopher, Witk
thiz belief, no combination of ciremmstances ean make him,
for nny considerable period, nnhappy ; without it, nothing
ean afford Tim o pleasnee of which Wisdom onght not to
fear to participate, and with which DPhitesoply ought not
tor blush o e condent.



FREFACE, il

It was= under the influpnce of this convietion that the
author of the following work commenced it with o trembling
mind, afraid to undertake a task of so0 much magmitude and
interest.  But, appearing to himselt to have formed a clear,
consistent; and cheering viow of tho nature and ohject of
the dispensations of the great Parvent of mankind, and
having, in the retirement of prvate life, been a witness, on
occasions which to him were deoply fmpressive, of the
tendency of that view lo Leighten the pleasure of the honr
of enjoyment, and 1o suzivin the imind m the day of sorrow,
he themght thot, by directing the attention of his fellow
Christinng to a eomprehenzive and connected investigation
of the sabject, he might, possibly contribute somnething to
the remnoval of their doubls, and the confirmution of their
fmith. If, in any degree, hio have sueceaded i this object,
his success will ever sppear to him invalnable.

In one part of the work an expresgion or two occur
which some porsons may consider strong, and perhaps un-
candid, velative to docinnes which appear to him unjust,
malorolent, and immoral ; hut he trnsls the =pirit which
thi volume breathes, will scenve Tim froo the suspicion of
attrihuting awythipe of injustice, malevelence, or dmmo-
ralily, to the persons who muintain the opinions which he
condemus, The inlelbigent nquiver will have made but
hiele progress in his religiows investization, Lefore he learns
the necessity of distingnishing between rectitude of cha-
racter and exeellence of svstem; between the malignant
tendency of a creed, and the henignity of the heart which
embraces it.  Neither justice nor charity can exist, unless
this distinction be constantly kept up; and it is because it
15 =0 seldom made, that justice and charity are, among the-
ologians, scarcely anything but a name,



viti FEETACE,

The author would particolarly solicit the attention of Lis
veaders, and especinlly of those whe may bo believers in
the doctring of Limited PMunishiment ternunated by Destrue-
Lion, to that part of the work in which this subjeet 15 dis-
cusseil, o has there endeavonved to wmeet, Fairly and fully,
all the arguments, as far as he has been able to lesen tlecae,
whicl are nrged in supporl of the hypelliesis.  Feeling, as
he does, a thorongh persuasion that each iz satisfactorily
answered, and that, on e other hand, diffienlties are
stafod sgninet the dectrine, which ave insuperable, he can-
not Imé think that the veasoning which appears to his own
mind so foreible; may possibly muke some 1mpression on
that of the candid and patient snquirer,  ITe 15 well aware,
however, of {he difforent estimate wlich different. porsons
form of the forca of the same srgwments, aod nstead of
cherishing @ positive feeltng thal Le s righl, he 1s wuch
more disposed to bear 1 waad the possibility of lis being
nnder those commen nfluences by which we inpoze upon
eursclves respecting the conclusiveness of oar own Teason-
ingrs, wwd to otiend with thankfulness to any one who may
do b the fuvour to eorrect any wistake into which he
may have fallen.

Ter the Frivoals who enceuragod Jim to proceed with this
wark, as soon as they heard JLowas projected, the author
returns Lis thanks; and the srdent testimony of approba-
tion which he las recetved frowm some of themn, sinee its
pulilieation, Tias excited the hope, that he has not written
wholly in vain, and fhat these pages may, perbaps, be the
ieans of speaking pence o the perturbed mind, and of
solicing the sorvows of the wourner, when the hand which
pennel them is motiontess, qod the heavt which dictated

thew ghall have ceased to beat with Luinan emotion.



