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ANTRODUCTION.

Tae empire of Alexander the Great had reduced the East “under
the influence of Hellenic sway and Hellenic taste, Though divided, it
bhad now lasted one hundred and forty-four years in the hands of
his spccessors. Whilst Alexander was winning his battles in Asia,
the dnel for the lesdership of Italy was being fought Ly the Romans
and Samnites. "We have seen that the year 266 5.c. found them masters
of all Ttaly. In two years more the course of events made it neges-
sary for them to pass from their hitherte merely Ttalian policy amd
develope & navy, which was sore 1o lead to & policy of more direct
aggression. The baptism of fire through which Hannibal made the
fertile provinces of Italy pass in the Second Pumic War, was only a
prelode to the entry of Rome into the contest for the leadership of
the world. In spremding her power castward she found herself op-
posed not by one united empire, but by the sceitered legions which
Alexander had bequeathed to the marshals of his empire. Regum
viribus reges oppugnarc was &n casy policy for & republle which had
successfally wrestled In the sécond Punic War with the genins of
Hannibsl and the resources of Carthage. In the First Macedonian
War, Philip, then {213-205 n.c) King of Macedonia, had acted with
such lammess that the two powers can hardly be considered to have
matched their forces at all; the Second had been but & flash in the
pan. Eightesn years had since elapsed, during which Thilip had
shewn the preatest calmuess and perseverance in boilding wp bis king-
dom and preparing it for that conflict which sooner or later was sure
to be necessary. - If he had displayed in his first war half the per-
severance which he then shewed in preparing for this struggple which
he was not destined to carry through, he would not have died (179
n.c.) despairing and broken-hearted. As it wes, be left behind him
vast resources end a kingdom on which all the patricts of Greece locked
with eager expectation as the representative of their nationality; he
left behind him too & son Persens, who, equally imperious, equally un-
serupulous, was more steady and persevering than his father. All the
countries east of the Adriatic, with the exception of the Attalid kingdom
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of Eumenes, locked upon this monmreh as the champion of Gresce, He:
himself was a son-in-law of Antiochus of Syria; his sister had
married Prusias, the King of Bithynia. The Rhodians were well af-
fected towards him and secret goodwill might easily blossom out
into open allispge, and so secure for his service the finest fleet in
the Aegean. All Greece expected the speedy downfall of the Romans.
Accustomed to the sudden falls of their own states, they naturally
expected that the Romans had reached a pelnt of glory beyond
which the gods would hardly et them advance. And so it came to fmss
that they were most insolent at a time when the power of Rome was most
able to crush them, just ms most exasperation agminst the dominfon
of the French was manifested in Germany at & time when the French
were most able and ready to revenge it. In vein did men like Enmenes of
Pergamus, Charops of Epirus, Kallikrates of the Achasan league, wamn
their conntrymen of their wenkness, Every one wag now agreed that
the most detestable Macedonian hegemony was betler than a govern-
ment imposed by foreigners, however disinterested, which the Romans
were not. The two nstionslities wers antagonistic; the foonds were
smonldering ; any spark might kindle the open flame. So much pad
Perscus’ subtle plan browght about; he had placed all Greess in &
state of eager expeciance ; he had amassed vasl treasures; he hed or-
gonised great forees. Eut when the dscisive moment arrived for
actiom, he failed; he shrank back from what he himself had taken in
hand; he wanted the genius to let slip his forces, to usc his means,
to relax his grasp of his golden pieces. So it was that when in 173
Eumenes came to the senate with a list of his grievances against the
national Greek party, and the ssnate suddenly resolved on war,
Perseus had not the spirit to forget himself and assume the leader-
ship of Greece. In 1yr the Romen legions landed in Greece, and
under Publins Licinips Crassus ipvaded Thessaly. Though Persens
was alone, he began the war with immense resources.  Independently
of his allies, he had a force of 4o000 foot. It is therefore not sur-
prising that he should have led off with two victories, and does mot
argue any very great want of political foresight that he thought he
could brdng the great republic to terms. The iron rule of the
Romans never to make terms except with the vanguished was not
yet known to be applied to the states outside Italy. When therefore
the Romans rejected all compromise and resolutely continued the
war, the king was amazed. He had mode his plaps for a defensive
war: and the Romans were waiting for him to assume the offensive.
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The prospect of the outlay necessary for such an effort was too
much for him. He walted near his base and left the Romans to
storm the cities of Haliartus and Corones, whose cnly offence was
that they were loyal. So the campaipn closed for the year 1771 RO,
and the elections of the following year sent & very different man,
Aulus Hostiling, to the command of their army. For a year the
legionaries had to submit to the enforcement of stern discipline by a
man of no great mark in the military world. The abuses in the
army wese corrected as far as could be done by a genersl who was
constantly urging precept withont example. Whole nations and cities
were subjected to the grossest outrages to earich the commander,
whilst the common scldiers were punished severely for the least
breach of discipline. Jncompetence had been succeeded by selfish-
ness; the man was gtill wanting to carmry out the great republic's
work. Eumenes and his Greek and Asiatic allies might well begin
to think that Spartan harmosts and Macedonian marshals were betier
than Foman ccnsals, 0 long as neither possessed the gentleness of
a Flaminines or the moral purity of 2 Fabricins. The political smecess
of Rome in the East had been based on the genmeral belief in her
incorrupribility; when that failed, a corrapt Greek government might
well be preferred by Grecks, That was not too great a sirgin on
Greek patriotism,

The third year of the war had now come, and the Roman bur-
gesses this time chose an enterprising man, who was evidently no
grest officer. (. Marcius Philippus found the army in good condition,
clamouring for some achievement. His march scross Olympus by
the pasg of Lapethus was only swecessful becauss Perscus was so
inert, What cared the King of Macedonia for Olympus so loag as
his money-bags were in Ppdne or Pella? The result was that g
Roman army ocrapied Olympas without & baitle, and Zeus was taken
captive by Jupiter. From that moment the Greek pods deserted
Perseus and joined themselves to the Foman legions. Marcius
Philippus had placed his army in a position where, in spite of
Persens, they must die or fight. With the mountains at their back,
they could not expect to draw enough provisions for long through
the pass of Tempe, They must move forward; and now that the
time for action had obwiously come, the Roman burgess-clectors were
sufficiently roused to send the right man. As always happered in
the time of danger, all political interests gave way to military ne-
cessities. In that marvellously elastic constitution, the change from
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empire to republic was simply effected by the change of ministry at
the beginning of the year, As soon s it was known that the choice
of the burgesses had fallen on Lucins Aemilins Paulos, the son of
the martyr of Cannar, it was obvious that a strong government was
contemplated. Seldom was it that a man of so humble means was
elected consul o second time, Seldom was it, it may be added, that
a man of 50 humble means did not make himself the richer for his
first consulship. Buot he was one of the few Homans of that age to
whom one could not offer money, snd, althoogh he was a strict
general of the old school, he was & map of such coliure that his
march throogh Greece was a tour of inspeetion of works of art.
What he was, however, and what he did, will best appear iIn the
course of the following pages. 17 after his victory he abandoned the
humane principles which had governed the earlier part of his life, he
will not be the last person who has doubted in the weakness of old
age the enthusiastic theories of hizs more hopeful manhood, and con-
tredicted in action the lest birsved judgment of a strong youth. The
selfish hurry with which old age, not content to wail, trics to reap
all the lavrels of one victory in a short life i3 well known., Hence
h:lﬂndmﬂly,nn&innmh‘mgﬂmeumﬁﬁ:dﬂlﬂih&hﬂdm
in Rome, A strong united Greece wouold hawe been the best guarantes
for Rome of a higher development such as Paolos would have wished
most, But the ancient world, it has been well gaid, knew nothing of
a halance of power, and so0 every nation whick attained internal wnity
strove to crush or weaken its neighbous, Otherwise the union of
have been tried, as in our days, with ibe assistance of the railway
and the telegraph, we have seen the practical Piedmostete infuse
new vigour into the dokedom of Tuscany and the kingdom of
Naples, .






