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PROLOGUE.

At the outset of the following story the writer begs leave to
mention that, as a result of the journey thercin about to be de-
geribed, his own ideas concerning Latin America have shifted.
Herctofore this partienlar domain has heen a sort of minus quan-
tity that did not come within the radins of his scope. .

Yes, North Ameriea hasn'’t a monepoly on all of the good
things that are to he found wpoen the Western Hemisphere, and
your humble servant is glad of it latin Americang are different,
but by no means inferior, to other cnlightened poople. Thelr coun-
try is ahead of North Awmerica in apparently go many important
ways as the lalter exeels ihe former in others, Surely all
Amerivans have reason to take pride i their own country, every
foot of it., from Hudson Bayv to Cape Horn.

Each man of the United SBtates squadron was so sineerely wel-
eomed thronghomt bLatin America that none of them, so far as I
know, had a chanee to sec anything that did not appeal io his
botter nature, Thercfore the wriler is enabled to make meniion
of only the things thal enneble rather than of those that degrade.

The southern portion of Amerien undoubtedly has, just like
ibe region up north, many disturhing elemcnts to contend with;
but, you may depend upon it, that it is stricily alert thereto. It is
amazing how so many discordant clements can be held so severcly
in restraint gs they arce in most of the Latin American common-
wealths, The efficient mannere in which United Stales sailors were
everywhere ghielded from petty annoyances pleased the lads.

When it comes right down to sineere hospitality, oh, say!
enongh said!! Just go south onee and thero, nnder the southern
eross, learn the meaning of Slmpatico. Satisfy yoursell as to
whether the people are not of an pnosually friendly type, and, if
thia friendship is not gensine. A few of us, who had not journeyed
abroad hefore, expeeted to find a sort of semi-wilderness in the
southern elime. All of this notion was dispelled in the very first
Latin American town that we struel,
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CHAPTER 1

The wriler +ulisted in the United Stales Naval Coaat Reserve,
for aerviee on share, and was not surprised at suddenly finding him-
self aboard of o crmizer. Ilis prescuption was that, aftor heing
properly outfitted, he wonld he assiyned 1o duty at some mnaval
station. ITad he any idea that an extensive crnise was in store, then
# deeided objection wonld have heen made, and espeelally al San
Thego. However, he folf quite sanpuine that, when his ship should
leave Lhe latier harbor it would go north, bat alter passing Point
Loma, it turned souib. Neodless to eay, he was then very much sur-
prised and realized that 4 pecpleXing situation most bo faoed.

Throughout all of the extensive ernise thal followed there was
g0 muech of interest aund so little of digromfort that it was a soures
of pleasure to participate,

Admiral Caperton’s squadron, eousistinge of (he prujsers Piits.
burg, Frederick, Pucblo and South Deketa, passed through the
Golden Gate April 25th, 1917, and headed south, Alter 2 pleasant
voyage, of five hundred miles, it came Lo anchor vader the protect-
ing puns of Point Loma. Now. as everybody knows, the beautiful
city of San Ihego, California, is safeguarded by these same guns,
and that il ia & metropolizg ol unusual interest

M'he first thing that atirected allention wak a fleet of seven-
teen aeroplanes that were then in the air, darting hither and yon
in preparation for possible eveninalitics, The gecond objeet of in-
terest was 8 larpe rusi covered steel ship that had just been 1o-
Moated, and after it was stranded fourten wears on a South
Ameriean island. Thig craft had just arrived and under it own mo-
tive power. The latfer fact added 1o the reseue of 5o great g vessel
after il had hesn so long on the rocks cansed general amazement.

During our stay hers T made but a single journey ashore, and
that for the purpose of seeing the grounds of the Panama-California
Exposition. Was artonished and charmed at the paporama that the
buildings and gronnds, together with the swarms of jet black doves
flying overhead presented. Beantiful beyond the possibility of jus-
tifighle deseription and deeidedly original; this great achievement
does reflect eredit upon the people of Southern California, The
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writer was privileged to visit six of the world s great shows, begin-
ning with the mighty Columbian exhibit at Chicago, and at none of
these places were there such beantiful grounds as there are at San
Diego.

After weighing anchor, on May Tth, the ships began a twenty-
three hundred mile run to San Jose de Guatemala, where they arrived
May 14th, and then laid too three miles distant from shore,

While the admiral, accompanied by his staff and the nsual eseort
of marine orderlies, were ashore, those of us who remained afloat en-
joyoed ourselves in varions ways, Rathing was ont of the question,
beeause of the immense number of sharks that swem lazily about.
A few of these monslers were of the man-eating variely (namely, ti-
ger sharks, with striped hacks), These sharks afforded no little enjoy-
menl, as several of themn, one fourteen feel long, fell vietims to onr
fishermen. All hands were delighted with the balmy air and ox-
quisitely blue tropieal sea waters. They were alzo interested in the
gwarms of flvine-fish that eireled about at times not unlike a flock
of blackbirds. Hach night al] men who ¢ould find spaee, therefore,
slept out on deck and watched the peeuliar antics of the Southern
Croze. The expresgion *‘peculiar’’ iy hete nsed, hecuoge the five star
epnstellation of the Sonthern Cross, that is seen ooly in southern lat-
itudes, seems to those whe are mmversed in astronemy to ignore the
accepted laws that covern the nniverse. While other luminaries pur-
sug the courde of stupendous orhets, this eross apparenily remains
in a fixed position slowiy revolving on & eentral pivet. Another con-
slellaiion, alzo peculiar 10 Latin Ameriea, is that of the false cross,

It was pleasant to sléep out on deck here: hut the eharm ended
when we wem always drisen to cover on aeeount of the midnight
daily tropicel showers,

BURIAL AT BSEA.

A sad jneident elosed our atay in these waters, when it heeame
necessary to bury it sea the body of K. 1} Wetlstein, who died on
the eruiser Souwth Dakota, Upoen this aceasion g twenty-mile run out
to sea was made, and thers. in latitude 13 deurees, 30 minutes and 30
seconds north and longitudes 90 degs,, 50 minutes and 00 seconds west,
Wettstein’s body was buried. The snrrounding water was literally.
alive with sharks, that were disappointed when the heavily weighted
hody sank with amazing swiftness to the very lowest depths of the
sen, Fleet Chaplain L, N, Taylor condueled the burigt, under the
half-masted colors, npon the gquarterdeck. This wae in presence of
the entire ship’s company. Spotless white was the nniform of the
day; exeept that the gnard of honor wore, in addition to the regnla-
tion whites, a black neckerchief. Shipmate Weltstein’s body, heavily
weirhted and encased in a strong eanvas bag, and enwrapped in the
national eolors, was Iving in state on the starboard side. At the close
of Chaplain Taylor's impressive eulogy, the body was consigned to
the sea, and, while it was sinking from sight, twelve marines fired a
three-volley salute, Thiy was immediately followed by a very im-




