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UNITED STATES MINING LAWS,

AND REGULATIONS THEREUNDER, RELATIVE TO THE RESERVA-
TION, EXPLORATION, LOCATION, POSSESSION, PURCHASE,
AND PATENTING OF THE MINERAL LANDS
IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN,

DepspTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Gereral: Lawnp Orrice.

LAWS.

TITLH XXXIT CHAPTHR 6, REVISED
STATUTES.

Mineral Lands and Mining Resources.

Sec. 2318. In all cases lands valuable for minerals Mineral
shall be reserved from sale, except as otherwise expressly
directed by law. i '1‘.!.';"’,_ 155&0

14

Szc. 2819. All valuable mineral deposits in lands be- “tﬁ meral
longing to the United States, both surveyed and unsur- L s e g
veyed, are hereby declared to be free and o ntuex-flw’"—
glomtlml and purchase, and the lnmis in which they are 10 Mey, 1872

ound to occupation and I;:urchas&, citizens of the ir. 5. 'o%.

Tinited Sm and thhoﬂu 15 0 havelud ared their be]ﬁw{:]:

tion to a such, under regulations prescri

law, and according to th& local customs or rules of miners”

in the several mining districts, so far as the same are ap-
licable and not inconsistent with the laws of the United
tates,

Src. 2320. Mining claims upon veins or lodes of quartz ot
or other rock in Ea beari I‘?old., ailver, cmnnharq lead, uw"-l'"‘!reﬁlﬂ
tin, copper, or 0 va.lu,abie posits, heretofore hcated Jlotes.
shall be governed as to length along the vein or lode I:ry 13, 18T
the customs, regulations, and laws in foree at the date of ool
their location. A mining elaim located after the tenth
day of May, eighteen hundred and seventy-two, whether
located by one of more persons, may equal, but shall not
exceed, one thonsand five hundred feet in len h along the
lemorlude but no location of & mini aim shall be
mnade until the discovery of the vein or within the

(1)
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limits of the claim located. No claim shall extend more
than three hundred feet on each side of the middle of the
vein at the surface, nor shall any claim be limited by an
mining regulation to less than twenty-five feet on eacg
side of the middle of the vein at the surface, except where
adverse rights existing on the tenth day of lMa}Y, eighteen
hundred and seventy-two, render such limitation neces-
snz]s;. The end lines of each claim shall be parallel to
each other.

<o roat of citl- Src. 2321, Proof of citizenship, under this chapter,
A may consist, in the ease of an individual, of his own affi-
o oaen A8Th davit thereof: in the case of an association of persons
17, p. B4 unincorporated, of the affidavit of their authorized agent,
made on his own knowledge or upon information and be-
lief; and in the case of a corporation organized under the
laws of the United States, or of any State or Territory
thereof, by the filing of a certified copy of their charter

or certificate of incorporation.
g tatere’  Sgc. 2322, The locators of all mining locations hereto-
session and en- fore made or which shall hereafter be made, on any min-
jorment  org) vein, lode, or ledge, situated on the public domain,
o 82T 372 their heirs and assigns, where no adverse claim exists on
17, p. 8L the tenth day of May, eighteen hundred and seventy-two
s0 long as thev comply with the laws of the United
States, and with State, Territorial, and local regulations
1ot in conflict with the Jaws of the United Staies govern-
EP! their possessory title, shall have the exclusive right
{:gmmon and enjoyment of all the surfuce included
within the lines of their locations, and of all veins, lodes,
and 1 throughout their entire depth, the top or apex
of which lies inside of such surface lines extended down-
ward vertically, although such veins, lodes, or ledges may
so far depari gmm a perpendicular in their eourse down-
ward as to extend ountside the vertical side lines of such
surface locations. But their right of ssion to such
outside parts of such veins or ledges shall be confined to
such portions thereof as lie between vertical planes drawn
downward as ahove described, through the end lines of
their locations, so continued in their own direction that
such planes will intersect such exterior parts of such
veins or | . And nothing in this section shall au-
thorize the tor or possessor of a vein or lode which
‘ extends in its downward course beyond the vertical lines
of his claim to enter upon the surface of a claim owned or

by another.

Owners of Spc. 2028, Where a tunnel is run for the development
tymnels, r2htS o 8 vein or lode, or for the discovery of mines, the own-
“'I0 May, 1872, ers of such tunnel shall have the right of possession of all
(g 1558 4 ¥ veins or lodes within three thousand feet the face of

! : such tunnel on the line thereof, not previously known to

exist, discovered in such tunnel, to the same extent as if
discovered from the surface; and locations on the line of
such tuninel of veins or lodes not appearing on the sur-
face, made by other parties after tll:a commencement of
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the tunnel, and while the same is being prosecuied with
reasonable diligence, shall be invalid, but failure to prose-
cute the work on the tunnel for six mouths shall be con-
sidered as an abandonment of the right to all undiscov-

ered veing on the line of such tunnel. o
Sec. 2324, The miners of each mining district may

Reguint
made by

make regulations not in conflict with laws of the ers.
TUnited States, or with the luws of the State or Territory 1, gy, 1873,

in which the district is situated
manner of recording, amount of work necessary to hold
ion of a mining claim, subject to the followin

requirements: The location must distinetly mark

on the ground so that its boundaries can be readily traced.
All records of mining claims hereafter made shall con-
tain the name or names of the locators, the date of the
location, and such a description of the claim or claims
located reference to some natural object or -
nent monument as will identify the claim. On each claim
located after the tenth day of May, eighteen hundred and
seventy-two, and until a patent has been issued there-
for, not ‘less than one hundred dollars’ worth of labor
shall be performed or improvements made during each
year. On all claims located prior to the tenth day of May,
eigzrteen hundred and seventy-two, ten dollars’ worth of
labor shall bejyerfﬂmed or improvements made by the
tenth day of June, eighteen hundred and seventy-four,
and each year thereafter, for each one hundred feet in
Iength along the vein until a patent has been issued there-
for; but where such claims are held in common, such
expenditure may be made ugon any one claim; and upon
a failure to comply with these conditions the claim or
mine upon which such failure occurred shall be open to
relocation in the same manner as if no location of the
same had ever been made, provided that the original
locators, their heirs, assigns, or legul representatives,
have not resumed work upon the claim after failure and
before such location. Upon the failure of any one of
several co-owners to contribute his proportion of the
expenditures required hereby, the co-owners who have
performed the labor or made the improvements may, at
the expiration of the year, give such delinquent co-owner
personal notice iu writing or notice by publication in
the newspaper published nearest the claim for at least
once a week for ninety days, and if at the expiration of
ninety days after such notice in writing or by publication
such delinquent should fail or refuse to contribute his
proportion of the expenditure required by this section his
mnterest in the cleim shall become the property of his
co-owners who have made the required expenditures.

17, p. B2,

iona
mig-

, governing the location, ¢, 152, & 5 .

SEc. 2825. A patent for any land claimed and located Patnts for

for valuable deposits may be obtained in the following fow obtaimed:

1 lands,

manner: Any person, association, or corporation author- 15 sy, 1872,

ized to locate a elaim under this chapter, having claimed & B

and located a piece of land for such purposes, who has,

¥.
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or have, complied with the terms of this chapter, may
file in the proper land office an application for a patent,
under oath, showing such compliance, together with a plat
and field notes of tfe claim or claims in common, made by
or under the direction of the TUnited States surveyor-gen-
eral, showing accurately the boundaries of the claim or
claims, whiu§ shall be distinetly marked by monuments on
the pround, and shall post a eopy of such plat, together
with a notice of such applieation for a patent, in a ¢on-
spicuous place on the Iang embraced in such plat previous
to the filing of the application for a patent, and shall file
;:e n?iidiiw;c;t{ed“ l«::ia;;]]I t.ﬁn reons th?tth such notice h.:ﬁ
n duly and sha a copy of the notice in su
land office, and shall thereupon be entitled to a patent for
the land, in the manner following: The register of the
land office, upon the filing of such application, plat, field
notes, notices, and affidavits, shall publish a notice that
such application has been made, for the period of sixty
days, in & newspaper to be by him designated as published
nearest to such claim; and he shall also post such notice in
his office for the same period. The claimant at the time
of filing this application, or ut any time thereafter, within
the sixiy days of publication, shall file with the ster
a certificate of the United States surveyor-general that
five hundred dollars’ worth of labor has been éxpended
or improvements made upon the claim by himself or
ntors: that the plat 13 correct, with such further
eseription by such referencse to natural objects or perma-
nent monuments as shall identify the claim, and furnish
an acenrate description to be incorporated in the patent.
At the expiration of the sixty days of publication the
claimant shall file his affidavit, showing that the plat and
notice have been posted in a conspicuous place on the
claim during such period of publication. If no adverse
claim sha‘lll]%nm been filed with the register and the
receiver of the proper land office at the expiration of the
sixty days of publication, it shall be assumed that the
applicant is entitled to a patent, upon the gymﬁmt to the
proper officer of five dollars per acre, and that no adverse
claim exigfs; and thereafter no objection from third par-
ties to the issuance of a patent shall be heard, except it
be shown that the applicant has failed to comply with the
terms of this chapter. ) .
ghdvarsse Spo 2396, Where an adverse claim is filed during the
ings oo, period of publication, it shall be upon oath of the person
10 May, 1872, or persons making the same, and shall show the nature,
$215%% T ¥ boundaries, and extent of such adverse claim, and all pro-
ceedings, except the publication of notice and making and
filing of the affidavit thereof, shall be stayed unti) the
controversy shall have been settled or decided by a court
of competent jurisdietion, or the adverse claim waived.
It shallpga the duty of the adverse claimant, within thirty
days after filing his claim, to commence proceedings in a
court of competent jurisdiction, to determine the question
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of the right of possession, and prosecute the same with
reasonable diligence to final judgment; and a failure 5o to
da shall be a waiver of his adverse claim, After such
judgment shall have been rendered, the party entitled to
the possession of the claim, or any portion f, may,

. without giving further notice, file a certified copy of the

judgment-roll with the register of the land office, together
with the certificate of the surveyor-general that the requi-
site amount of labor has been expended or improvements
made thereon, and the description required in other cases,
and shall pay to the receiver five dollars per acre for his
claim, together with the proper fees, whereupon the whole
proceedings and the judgment-roll shall be certified by the
register to the Commissioner of the General Land Office,
and a patent shall issue thereon for the claim, or sm:hm—
tion thereof as the applicant shall appear, from the deci-
sion of the court, to rightly possess. If it appears from
the decigion of the court that several parties are entitled
to separate and different portions of the claim, each party
m=a Eﬂjf for his portion of the elaim with the proper fees,
m‘i' le the certificate and description by the surveyor-
general, whereupon the register shall certify the proceed-
ings and ju t-roll to the Commissioner of the (len-
eral Lan as in the preceding case, and patents
shall issue to the several parties according to their respec-
tive rights. Nothing herein contained shall be construed
to prevent the alienation of a title conveyed by = patent
for & mining claim to any person whatever.

Sec. 2827, The deseription of vein or lode claims upon Dscrintion
surveyed lands shall designate the location of the claims or lode claims.
with reference to the lines of the public survey, but need ~15 May, 1572,
not conform therewith; but where patents have been or {;15%% & .
shall be issuned for claims upon unsurveyed lunds, the Amendeq
surveyors-general, in extending the publie survey, shall (st oi5).
adjust the same to the boundaries of said patented claima
80 a3 in no case to interfere with or change the true loca-
tion of such claims as they are officially established u
the ground. Where patents have issued for minera] Fatenta to
lands, those lands ‘only shall be ted and shall beoficial’ monn-
deemed to be patented which are bounded by the lines ™™™
actually marked, defined, and established upon the
ground by the monuments of the official survey upon
which the patent grant is based, and snrveynrs-genenfo in
executing subsequent patent surveys, whether upon sur-
veyed or unsurveyed lands, Bha]lybe verned accord-
ingly. The said monuments shall at times constitute  Mosuments
the zi t authority as to what land is patented, and in serigtions.
case of any conflict between the said monuments of such
patented claims and the deseriptions of said claims in
the patents issued therefor the monuments on the ground
sha vern, and erroneous or inconsistent descriptions
or ealls in the patent deseriptions shall give way thereto,



