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ADDRESS OF HON. O. 0. NOURSE.

Mr. PrysiDENT, AND Laptkes anp Gexroesmeri—Oo the 13th of
May, A. D., 1873, James Marquette and Louis Joliette, under the di-
rection of the French sathorities of Canada, started from the Straite of
Maokinew, in their frail bark canoes, with five boatmen, *“to find out
and explore the great river lying to the west of them, of which they
had heard marvelons aocounts from the Indians about Lake Michigan.”

From the sonthern extremity of Green Bay they ascended the Fox
river, and thenoe carried their boats and provisions across to the Wis
consin. Descending that stream, thay reached the NMississippi on the
17th of June, and entered its majestie current, * realizing a joy,” wrote
Marguotte, “that they could not express.” HRuapidly and easily they
swept down to the solitnder below, and viewed on their jouwrney the bold
bloffs and henotiful meadows on the western bank of the stresmn, now
revealed for the firet time to the eyes of the white man, This was the
discovery of Towa,

By right of disoovery, France cleitned jurisdiction over the cc-nrltry
thos vigited, until 1783, when she ceded it to Bpain, Bpain ceded her
possesgion in the Valley of the Misslssippi back to Franee in 1801,

By traaty, sigoed on the 30th of April, 1803, the Fimst Consul of the
French Republio ceded these possessions to the TTuited States, At this
date the greater portion of the countiry afterwards constituting Tows,
was in the possession of the confederated tribes of Bao and Fox In-
dians, The firat ocenpation under claim of title, by a white man, of
any portion of Iowa soil, was by Julian Dubnqgue, & native of Canada,
who, in 1788, obtained from Blondean and two other chiets of the Fox
Indiane, what he asserfed wasa grant of lands. Hehounded his claim
as geven leagues on the west bank of the Misesissippi, from the mouth
of the Little Maquoketa river to the Tete Des Morts, and three leagnes
in depth. He alao had a qualified confirmation of this grant from Ca-
rondelet, the Spanish Governor at New Orleans, He took to wifa an
Indian squaw, and oecupied the mines nutil the time of his desth,
1810, employing abont ten white men in digging mineral. He waa
buried on the bluff of the Misaissippl at the month of Catfish oreek,
and the city and eouaty of Dubuque were sfterwarde named for him.
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The Supreme Court of the United States in 1854 decided that his
grant was no more than a temporary license to dig ore, and constituted
no valid claim to the aoil. (18 Howard Rep., 224.)

On the 30th of Marceh, 1789, Louie Honore Tesson, alao a native of
Canada, obtained permigeion fromthe Lientenant Governorof Upper Lou-
isinna to establieh & trading post at the head of “the lowerrapida of the
Mississippi river, with the concession of & “suffiolent space to make
tha establishment, valaable for the commerte of peliries, to watch the
Indians, and keep them in fidelity to his Majesty.” He made such a
settlement, and it waa sold to one of his creditors st sheriff's sale on
the 16th of May, 1903, for $150. This claim wae afterwards allowed
to the extent of 440 seres, and Martin Ven Buren irsusd a patent
therefor, February 7, 1839. The Supreme Court of the United States
in 1852 adjudicated the title wvalid, and it now constitutes the oldeat
legal title to any land within the State. (14 How. Rep. 513.)

By an aot of Congresd approved Maroh 28, 1804, the boundary be-
tween Upper and Lower Lonisians was established. The lower
country was called the Territory of New Orloans, and the npper the
District of Louisiana, The Dietrict of Louisians embraced the pres-
ant Btates of Arksnsse, Miesouri, snd Iowa, and was attached to the
Territory of Indiana for pelitical and judicial purposes. )

In 1605 General Pike made an offinial visit to the Mississippi border
of our State, chiefly to advise the Tudiaos that the United Ststes had
aaquired the sovereignty over the country, In 1804 the expedition of
Lewie and Clarke to the head waters of the Missouri, visited the
western border of Iowa. They buried one of their number, 3ergeant
Floyd, on a bluff of the Missouri, near the month of the Biour river.
It has ever singe been known as Floyd's Bluff. They also held a

conncil with the Indians near the northwest corner of the present
' county of Pottawattemie, thereafter known as Couneil Bluffa, The
name has ginve been transferred to the county seat of the county, now
knowa asthe city of Couneil Bluffa, the present eastern terminus of
the Union Pacific Railroad. In 1B07 Jowa was organized with the
Tarritory of Mlinois; and in 1812 she was incladed in the Tarritory of
Misgouri, In 1821, when Missouri was admitted into the Union as a
State, Iowa waa left, for the time being, a *politieal orphan,” until at-
tached to Michigan Territory, in June, 1834, During this interregnom
it is probable that the only civil law in force in Towa was that provision
of the Missouri bill that prohibited slavery and involuntary servitude
in the territories of the United Siates, north of 38 degrees 30 minutes,
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north latitude; and the constitationality even of this precions remnant
of Lex Scripte was afterwards seriously questioned by the Supreme
Court of the United States.

At the close of the Blackhawk war, and on the 15th of September,
1832, General Winfield Scott concluded a tresty at the present site of
the eity of Davenport, Towa, with the confederated tribes of Sac and
Fox Indians, by which the Indian title wee extingnished to that por-
tion of Jowa known as the “Blackbawk Purchase” This was a strip
of land on the west bank of the Mississippi river, the weetern boundary
of which commenced at a point where is now the southeast corner of
Davis county; thence to & point on Cedar fiver, near the northesst
corner of Johnson eounty; thence northwest to the neutral grounds of
the Winnchagoes, thence to the Missiusippi to a point sbove Prairie du
Chien, and contained about siz million acres of land. By the terms
of this treaty the Indians were to cooupy the land until June 1, 1833,

After the death of Julian Dubmgee, in 1810, the Bpanish lead mines
were worked but little. Jn 1838 the miners from, the east side of the
Miesiesippi were permitted to aross tha river and settla npon the land;
but as soon as they commenced raising the mineral the United States
put in an appearance by an agent, who assamed vontrol of the mineral
lands and required the miners to take oot pormits for limited privi-
leges, and to deliver thair ore to & livensed smelter, who paid the gov-
ernment & royalty on the lead manufactuved. These restrictions be-
came so odions, end were eo hard to enforoe, that the government
abandoned them in 1846 and put the lands into market.

In the spring of 1836 Jobn King porchased at Cincinnati, Obio, and
brought to Dubngue, & Smith preas with the necessary type, and pub-
lished & newspaper oslled the Daobugue Fisitor, William Cary Jones
was foreman of the office at a salary of $350.00 a year and boarding.
Andrew Keesicker wae esompositor. In 1842 this presse and type
were taken to Lancaster, Wisconsin, and oo it was pr{uted the Grant
County ferald.  Subsequently the same press was taken to St. Paal,
Minnesota, and from it was lsaced the firat paper printed in Minnesota
Territory, called the St. Paul Pioneer. In 1858 the same press was
taken to Sioux City Falls, in Dakote Territory, whereon to print the
first newapaper published in that Territory, called the Dakota Demo-
crat. Io March, 1862, the Sioux Indians burned the town of Sionx
City Falls, and this pioneer of American clvilization perished in the
flames.

From 1834 to 1837 the government had a camp established at Mont-
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rose, on the Mississippi, which wae ealled Camp Des Moines. At the
foot of the rapids was an old trading house, afterwards known as “Rat
Row,” and two or ihree old cabios, This was koown as the point af-
terwards named for Keokuk, the eloquent old chief of the Sae tribe,
The first settlera here were engaged chiefly in lighting and towing
freights over the Des Muines Rapida.

In a treaty made with the Sac and Fox Indians in 1424, there was
regerved for the use of the halt-breeds of their tribes, n the south part
of what was afterwards Lee county, a very valusble tract of land con-
taining about one bundred and thirtecn thousand serca, By ao act of
Congress, approved June 13, 1884, the government released to these
baif-breeds, as tenants in commaon, the fae simple title to these lands,

The treaty with the Sac and Fox Indiane did not fix either the
names, number oridentity of the parsona for whom the reservation was
made. ‘Here was a chence for speculstion and frand. TIalf-breeds
multiplied by means bofore unknown in the setilement of this com-
try. A company wss duly incorporated to buy op halfbreed titles.
The Territorial Lepislature of Wisconsio, which held its session at
Burlington, in 1838, passed a spacial ant appointing Ed ward Johnston,
Thomss 8. Wilsen, and David Brigham, commiscionsrs, before whom
claimants to the half-hreed track should make proof of their titles, snd
roquiring the commissioners to report their findings to the Territorial
Distrin{ Court, and authorized the court, after notice by publication,
1o enter a deoree establishing titles. Before this work was completed,
the noxt legialature, January 25, 1839, repesled the law, bat in the re-
pesling aut authorized the commiseioners to sme the owners of the
balfbreed tract for their services. This they did, and Jahnston and
Brigham eavh recovered judgments against the “owners of the half-
breed tract,” by that general name and description. Executions were
igened on these judgments, and the half-breed traot was levied upon,
end sold at gheriff’s sale to Hoph T. Reid. The Bupreme Territorial
Court at one time held thia title to be valid, and Heid narrowly escaped
being a preat land proprietor. Meantime the Territorial Legislatare
began to encourage eettlemeonts on the half-breed tract, by legislative
assurapces to squatlers, that if all other titles should fail, possession
ghould be, not only nine, but ten points of the law.  The very worst
that a settler had to fear was, that his improvements shonld be aseessed
by a “jury of his peers,” and that their value thus ascertsined should
be a lien on the land. In 1840, & suit in partition was commenced in
the Territorial courts in the name of Josiah Spanlding and twenty-two
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others, purchasers from soms of the half-breeds, against the known and
unknown owners of shares in the “halfbreed tract.” Bervice was
made by publication. Commissioners were appsinted by the coart, .
who divided the traet into 101 shares, of which, forty-one were as-
signed to the New York Comgpany. The title onder thia decres of par-
tition, after years of litigation, was finally established and guisted. In
the meantime the questivn involved between the squatiers and other
claimsnta entered very largely inte the politics of the country and the
State; and political fortunes depscded on the grave complications
growing ont of the acttlement of the halfbreed tract. These compliea-
tions developed a great deal of bad bYleod, but little of which flowed
through the veins of the descendants of the Bac and Fox Indians. Omne
of the first eettlers writes that “ in the fall of 1838, when the question
of = separate Territorial organization for Iowa was agitated, & public
meeting was held on the claim of John Gainer, six miles weat of Keokuk;
that it wae meriously thought by many who attended the moeting
that the helf-breed traot could not be included in any other arganisa-
tion, and that they conterplated starting ont ‘ on their own hook,’ and
forming an independent government; but that after several gentlemen
present had successively mounnted the lead of a whisky barrel, and ex-
hausted their eloquenoe, thoy becama convineed thas the reservation was
still within the jurisdiction of, and that they owed allegiance to, the
Government of the United Btates,”

As a representstive of the two races of men that at this time ecoun-
pied Iowa, we notice cne whose life wse an episode in the history of
each. Auvtoine Le Claire waz boro at Bt Josephe, Michigan, in 1797,
His father waa Fronch, his mother a grand-daughter of a Pottawst-
tamie chief. In 1818 he acted ae official interpreter to Col. Davenport
at Fort Armsirong, (now Rock Island). He was well acqueinted with
a dozen Indisn dislects, and was a man of strict integrity and great
energy. In 1820 he married the graud-danghter of a Sac chief, The
Sac and Fox Indians reserved for him and his wifs two sections of
land in the treaty of 1332, one at the town of Le Claire, and one at
Davenport. The Pottawattamies, in their treaty at Prairie du Chien,
also, reserved for him two sections of land at the present site of Moline,
Illingis. He received the appointment of postmaster and justics of
the peane in the Black Hawk Purchase, at an early day.

In 1833 he bought, for $100, a cleim on the lands upon which the
original town of Davenport was surveyed and platted in 1838, In
1838 Le Claire built the hotel known eioce, with its valoable additions,
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ag the Le Claire IHouse. He contributed largely to the public enter-
prises of tha town, its churches, achools, and ferries, and lived to ses
the village grow into a city, among the most benutiful and Bourishing
" in the Btate, He died September 25th, 1841 '

Before its eettlement by the whites, Burlington was known as the
Flint Hills, and was an Indisn trading poat under the control of the
American Fur Company. In 1833 the seftiers found here a number of
old trading hounses, In Jaowary, 183%, the town contained lesa than
three hundred inhabitants. The dwellings were chiefly log, and the
place was without church or school-honse. By act of Congress, ap-
proved April 20, 1836, which took effect the following 3d of July, the
territory now comprising the States of Wisconpin, Towa, and Migne-
aota, wad organized as Wisconsin Territory. Henry Dodge was ap-
pointed Governor, The conntry west of the Mississippi, known a5 the
Black Hawk Purchase, was divided into two counties named Dubugue,
and Des Moines, snd at the firet censue, 1838, the popunlation nembered
10,531, The second ssssion of the Wisconsin leginlature met at Bur-
lington, in Des Moines oounty, in November, 1837, At the first ses-
gion' of the Wisconsin legislature, the county of Dies Moines wos
divided, and the eountios of Dea Moines, Les, Van Buren, Henry,
Muscatine, and Beott, then oalled Cuok, were formed from it. The
gecond seseion divided the county of Dubugue, and made of it the
eounties of Dubugue, Clayton, Fayette, Delawsre, Buchanan, Jackson,
Jones, Linn, Benton, Clinton, and Cedar. The territory of Towa was

organized by act of Congress, approved June 12, 1888, which 1ook .

cffect on the 8d of July thereafior. The organio avt provided for &
Governor, Secrotary, Chief Justice, Associate Judges, Attorney, and
Marshal; to be appoiuted by the President, by and with the advice and
consent of the Bevate; and provided for the slection, by the white
male inhabitants, citizens of the ITnited States over tho sge of twenty-
ona years, of & House of Representatives, consisting of 26 members,
and a Couneil, to consiet of 18 members. It gave the Governor an
absolute veto power over the acts of the legislatare, and appropriated
#5,000 for a publie library, and the sum of $20,000 for the erection of
public buildings. Robert Lueas, formerly Governor of  Ohio, was
appointed Governor; William B, Conway, Secretary; Charles Mason,
Chief Justice, and Joseph Williams and Thomas 8, Wilson, Judges,
Barlington was seleoterd as the temporary seat of government, and the
first Territorial legislature was convened November 12, 1838, Wm
H. Wallace, of Henry county, was chosen Spesker, and Jesse B, Brown,
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