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HEPHZIBAH GUINNESS.

CHAPTER L

On the fifteenth day of October, in the year 1807,
a young man about the age of twenty walked slowly
down Front Street in the quiet city of Philadelphia,
The place was strange to him, and with the careless
curiosity of youth he glanced about and enjoyed alike
the freshness of the evening hour and the novelty of
the scene, .

To the lad—for he was hardly more—the air was
delicious, because only the day before he had first set
foot on shore after a wearisome ocean-voyage. All
the afternoon a torrent of rain had fallen, but as he
paused and looked westward at the corner of Cedar
Street, the lessening rain, of which he had taken
little heed, ceased of a sudden, and below the dun
masses of swiftly-changing clouds the western sky
became all aglow with yellow light, which set a rain-
bow over the broad Delaware and touched with gold
the large drops of the ceasing shower.

The young man stood a moment gazing at the
changeful sky, and then with a pleasant sense of
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