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To tax Rierr Hox,
BIE HENEY BOUVERIE WILLIAM BRAND, G.C.B.,
S8rnixxe oF TR Hovan or Commons,

THIA COLLBOTION OF HI3 DRTISIONS IR, BY FPEEMIBAION,
Engcribed,
BY HIR OBEDIENT SERVANT,

EDWIN GOEDON BLACEMORE.

“Ju all cases not provided for hereinnfter, or by Bessional or other
Orders, resort shall be had to the REules, Forms, and Prastice of the
Commons Honse of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain amd
Ireland, which shall be followed as far as they can be applisd to the
proceedings of this House."'—Stending Order No. 1, Standing Bules
and Orders of the Houss of Adsaembly, South Austrafisn Lsgislature.

E“T‘hapﬂrvmnd cemseejuent respooaibilities of thin House are

epnstantly inereasing. This Houss is looked up to, oot only by our

cojgaial fallow-subjeots se the parent of their popular Assemblies,

Iyt every nation of the world now treading in the path of parlia-

watchea our procesdings with interest.' —Sperch

Mr. Brand on the Hovae wnamimownly colling Mr. Brond fo the
Clair, April 20th, 1880,
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Taz present work is intended a8 a sequel to the author's
collection of “The Decisions of Mr. Bpeaker Demison.'"*
The latter compilation was an attempt to follow the lines
laid down by the Hon. Robert Bourke in his “ Decisions
of Bhaw Lefevre.”}

To those who are acquainted, practically or otherwise,
with the Law and Procedure of Legislative Assemblies,
and the foundation on which they are built, no apology is
needed for an attempt to bring together the Decisions of
the Head of that House to which every representative
body looks up as its parent and pattern.

The Law of Parliament rests mainly on usage and
precedent, and the words of Fleta, quoted by a former
Bpeaker, Bir Edward Coke—* Isfa lex ab omnibus ext
guerends, ¢ mullid ignorala, a paucis cograts,” are still
of foree. ?

“The forms and methods of proceeding in the British
Parliament—especially those which prevail in the House
of Commons, which hos served as & model for most of
the Legislative Assembliea of the present day—are the

= Ths Deosions of the Right Hon, Evelyn Denlson, Bpeaker of the Homes
of Commena {April 30, 1857 —Febroary B, 1872, on Painta of Order, Rales
of Debate, and the Gepersl Practics of the Heus, By B, G. Blackmore.
Adelside: By suthority, E. Spliler, Governmeast Pristsr. 1851,

+ Dueisions of the Right Hon, Charles Shaw Lefevre, Bpeaker of the Hoase
of Commons. By the Hon, Robort Boarke. Second edifion, Lomdou: H.
Bwest, 1837,
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fruit of more than two centuries of the wisdom and
experience of that celebrated body" are the words of
a standard American writer.®* And amongst the sources
from which that procedure is to be gathered, he refers
to Rulings of the Speskers of the House of Commons
a8 contained in the published debates.

The value of these it is imposaible to over-catimate.

In conclusion, the compiler desires to express his
thanks to Sir T. Erskine May, K.C.B., Clerk of the
House of Commons, and to Mr. R. ¥. D. Palgrave, the
Clerk, Assistant, for encoursgement and sssistance ren-
dered during the prosccution of this and the preceding
work.

" Flements of the Law and Praotbee of the Legialstive Asseomblies bt the
Urited Binkes of Ameriga. Fy Luther Biearps Cushing, Dostor: Little,
EBrown, & Co, 1808,
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