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By the law constituting the State Board of Taxation, it is de-
clared, inter alia, that it shall be the duty of such Board to investi-
gate the methods adopted by local Agsessors in the assessment
of real and persenal property in this Btate, to carefully examine
all cases where evasion of proper taxation is alleged, and to as-
certain wherein existing Tax laws are defective, or are improperly
or negligently adminiatered, * * * particolarly specifying
ARy means, or practices, or devices used for the evasion of proper
taxation, and that said Board shonld snoually submis to the Leg-
islatore eunch recommendations s it may find necessary to prevent
the evasion of jost and equal taxation, (Chapter CXTV., Laws
of 1891, Bection 12, paga 189.)

In falfillment and discharge of that duty the following report
is submitted, -






REPORT.

Orrice oF TRE StaTe DBoarp oF Taxarion,
TresTow, N. J., January 1st, 1894,

To the Legislature of New Jersey

The State Board of Taxation herewith eubmits its Third An-
nunal Report, pursuant to an act of the Legislature, entitled A
general act concerning taxes,” approved Marsh 19th, 1891, (P.
I. 1891, page 189.) A copy of said act is hereto annexed, and
marked “ KExhibit A."

RULES ADOITEDR BEY THE RQOARD.

FIRET (ENERAL BULES FOR THE GUIDANOE OF ABSESECRE.

Firgt, All property must be asseseed according to its true valuae.

Second, Assessors must determine the true valne of property
from an actual view and from the best sources of information
within their reach. .

Third. No deductioos shsll be allowed, sither for indebtedness
or for property claimed to be exempt from taxation, unless the
person claiming sach dednetion shall sign a statoment in writing,
noder oath or affirmation, in complisnce with the acts of March
29th, 1878, and February 23d, 1885. The Aesessors, under said
acts, have power to ascertain the truth of such statements.

Fourth. Assessors shall enter in a separate list a description of
all cemeteries, churchea and public buildings and other real estate
exempt from taxation, together with the name of the person or
persons or corporation owning the same, and they shall value
sach buildings, property, lote sod tracts of land at their trae
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value in the same manner as ofher real estate, and in ench case
they shall state the ground of exemption.

Fifth. Lands oceupied by a person other than the owner may
be assessed to the owner, or a8 landes of non-residents if owned
by such, and onoccnpied lands not owned by & pereon residing in
the taxing district shall be denominated lands of non-residents,
and shall be assessed as snch.

Sizth. The tax on visible personal estate shall be assessed in
and for the township, ward or taxing district where such property
is found. The tax oo other persooal estate shall be assessed on
each inhabitant in the township, ward or taxing distriet where
he resides, as of the day preseribed by law for commencing the
assessment for each year.

Seventh, All real estate shall be assessed in the township, ward
or taxiog district in which the same may be situated, and where
the line between two taxing districts divides & iarm or lot owned
or possessed by the person tazed, the game shall be taxed, if oc-
cupied, in the taxing distriet in which the occupant resides, and
if unoceupied, each part thereof shall be sssessed to the owner
thereof, in the taxing district in which the same may be. (Bee
P. L. 1892, page 378.)

Eighth. Every person shall be assessed for all personal estate in
his possession or under his control as trustes, guardian, execator,
administrator, or in any other representative or fiduciary capacity,
in the same manner as other persons are assessed.

Ninth, Whenever an exemption iz claimed by s person in a
township or taxing district and the person to whom the indebted-
pess is due resides in mnother taxing district than the one in
which the exemption is elaimed, it shall be the daty of the As-
sesaor allowing the exemption forthwith to notity the Assessor in
the township or taxing district where the creditor lives.

Tenth. Adopted and promulgated on the sighth day of Mareh,
A, D. 1892, It is hereby ordered by the Btate Board of Taxation
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that hereafter in all assessments of real estate in all cities of thia
State classified in Jaw as “ First and Becond-clasa cities,” the As-
sessor or other taxing officers whose duty it is by law to make
_ such assessments in said city, shall determine the true value of
each lot and tract ot real estate in such city, without the build-
inge and improvements, and shall note the same, and shall deter-
mine and note separately the true value of every house and other
building or structure worth over one huodred dollars, and the
whole shall be added and carried out ss the valne of such lof or
It ie hereby further ordered that this order shall apply to the
cities of Newark, Jersey Oity, Paterson, Trenton, Camden, New
Branswick, Elizabeth, Hoboken, Bayonne, Orange, Passaic and
Bridgeton. b

SECOND GENFRAL EULEE REGULATING THE PRACTIOE
ON APPEAL.

Firat, All complaints of individaals or corporations shall be by
& written petition of Rppesl, filed with the Clerk and Secretary
of said Board, setting forth, in short form and with clearness,
his, her or its eanse of complaint, and asking the relief which he,
she or it desires; such petition of appeal shall be verified by the
oath of the complainant, and i & corporation is the complainant,
by the oath of either its President, Vice President, Becretary,
Treasurer or other officer or agent.

Second. When the complaint is that of a taxing distriet or
county, snch petition of appesl need not be verified, but only
signed by its sttorney or other officer.

Third, Complainants may appear by attorney, agent or in
person,

Fourth, Petitions of appeal shall be heard in the order of time
in which the same shall be filed with the Clerk and Secratary,
excepting those of a taxing district or county, which shall have
preference over those of individuals or corporations.



