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PREFACE

1 T seems desivable to write a fei words

of preface to this book, chicfly with
the object of stating what it is: a rcprint
of sketches which have appeared 1t the
Badminton Magazine., DBofore Hie first
nunber was published in Angust 1593,
I was gratificd by vecoiving from Maojor
R. 5. 8. Baden-Powell the offer of an
article about Pro-sticking, luslraled s
well as written by hmsclf, and colied

« The Sport of Rajahs” I knew that
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PREFACE

he wrote and drew as well as he did a
great variely of things, and gladly
accepted the paper, which appeared as
the first aviicle in the second mumber. 1
told him I should always be delighted fo
recerve anylhing he cared to send, and
Srom time do time other confributions
followed. Then came a pause, while
this most wonderful of all-vound men
was occupicd with sterner work.  This
15 not the place to dilate wpon the feverish
earnesiness and anxicty with which jfor
many months the eves of the civilised
world were tried lo Mafeking, nor
upon the almost delirious joy with which
news of the relief was at last welconted.
The Commander of the little town las
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PREFACE

made for lumsclf an tuperishable name,
not only by the gallantry and marvellous
resource that marked s defence of the
Place, but by the unfailing cheerfitlness
with which he sustained and revived the
spirits of soldiers and civilians wnder s
charge.  The personality of the General,
all that he said and did, had satd and
done, becane wallers of tntense tnierest,
and nalurally nduced e fo furn wp
these sketches, only again lo be delighted
by theyr freshness, vigowr and charin.,
To preserve them in book form became
al once wy keen desire. The only poind
to be considered was the awthor's views
on the subject. I therefore cabled to
Mafeking, and afler a long wait, which
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PREFACE

made wme fear that the message wiust
have gone astray, his laconic consent
came from Rustenburg, mn the single
word: YES, And here 15 the Litle
book, proving the General to be not less
master of pen and penal than of the
sword.
ALFRED E. T, WATSON

(Editor, Bapsntox MACAZINE).
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