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THE PHILOSOPHY OF EVOLUTION.



Iw 1837, Haxnanw Acrox of Eoston Square, in memory of her
late hosband Bawwer Aorow, invested one thowssod pounds in
order fo carry out her husband's wish, that «“The Royal
Institution of Great Britain should be enabled to extend and
diffase useful knowledge,” with the condition that a prize of
one hundred guiness should be given every seven years for
the beat essay * illustrative of the Wisdom snd Boneflcence of
the Almighty, in such department of seience as the Commitice
of the Royal Institution should select,” leaving 1t in the dis-
crefion of the aamo Committer to withhold the prize if mo
eseay bo presented entitling its aothor, in their opiniom, to
such s reward.

At the last septenmial peried the prize wes withheld ; and
hence two prizes were offered for the two best essays pre-
sented in 1872, The present eesay was one of those selected
by the Committee at that time. The other sucesaful essay
was written by the Rev. George Henalow.
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PREFACE

In presenting the following pages to the puhlie, the
author wishes it to be understood that he does not
expect to convert any to a belief in cvolution. He
addressea those who accept the doctrine in some form
or other ss established, althongh he has endeavoured,
az conciscly as possible, to present the reader with
the reasoms for accepting it. Those who remain un-
convineed by the elaborate works of Darwin, Spencer,
and others will probably not accept the views enunci-
ated in these pages, which, however, it is hoped, will
not be nnacceptable to many who wish to reconcile the
theory of evolution with the highest aims of human
thought, t

Neither doea the writer of the present essay claim a
place for it with the more solid works of original re-
search quoted by him. The facts are, with few ex-
ceptions, widely known, and will be found in the works
referred to. Many of the views are perhaps original, or
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have not, at least, been published to the anthor's know-
ledge ; and for these he alone is responsible. To some,
the chapters on the mode of evolution of the higher
forms will appear too hypothetical; but they are pre-
sented only as hypotheses, and the reader will be enabled
to judge how far the facts referred to in cerroboration
of the views expressed justify them.

The suthor has endeavoured to give the theory of
cvolution from the point of view of a physiologist as well
as of & naturalist. He has attempted (it is to be feared
ingufficiently) to acknowledge his obligations in a list of
warka referred to as well as in footnotes, bot would
not omit on the present occasion to thank those
numerous friends who have for years aided him in the
prosecution of his favourite studies. Acknowledg-
ments are especinlly due to Sir James Paget, Mr.
Savory, Dr. Hooker, and Professor Flower, for their

past teaching and ever ready advice.

Colville Gardens, W.
May 12, 1875
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