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INECRIBED
TO MY FRIEND
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Youre lytl gualer summitieth euery whers
To corection and beneuolence,
The Book of Curtery,

Go litill tretise, nakit of eloquence,
Causing simplese and powvertes to wil;
And pray the reder to have pacience
Of thy defaute, and te supporten it
Of his gudnese, thy brukiloese to knytt ;
And his tong for to reale and to stere
That thy defautis hellt may ben here,
TFhe Kingis Quarr,



THE TABLE,

THE AUTHORSHIF OF THE KIKGIS QUAIR—

The Bodleian MS. Arch, Seld, B, 24 : The enique examplar of the
Kingis Quair ¢+ Its discovery in the eighteenth contury : Notice
of # in Bishop Tanper’s Catalogee: Mr. William Tytler's
edition of the poem, published in 1783: Tyiler's attitude as a
critic: His ascription of the poem to King James the First:
Doubts about the agsthorship: Reconsiderntion of the case:
Scot, Text Society Edition the basis of the criticism : Stand-
point of eritie that of one coming now to edit poem for first
time ; Ttivision of argoment, . . . . Pages 1-4

THE EXTERNAL EVIDENCE—

{¢} THE BopLeian ME, Arch. Seld. B. 24: A poetical miscellany :
Memorandum relating to bicth of James the Fourth : Professor
Sheat's statement regarding dale of MS.: Vemion of Kingis
Quajr {n the MS. written not carlier than 1488 : Title of poem
in MS. and colophon both designate James the First as author :
An ascription io a MS. merely prina ficis evidence, and linble
to challenge : Value in presept inquiry turns on mJiuhi.Iily nf
scribes : Mauwseript tested by its aseriptions to Chaucer :
false ascriptions : Result of test : Scribes of this MS. recl:lm
and unrelishle, . . . . . . Pages 5-9



