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INTRODUCTION.

TrE first edition of this volume ap-
peared in England in 1855, where it was
printed for private eirculation only. Many
expressions of the interest that has been
felt in ite peruaal, and of the value that
has been attached to the record it con-
tains, have reached the editor and the
family of the departed. Several applica-
tions to allow its publication in America
have also been received ; and, after serious
congideration, the editor feels that he
ought not to withhold his consent.

In order that it may be more interest-
ing and worthy of the largely-extended
circulation that it is now likely to obtain,
additions have been made, and particulars
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4 INTRODUCTION.

inserted, which a greater lapse of time
from the occurrence of the events nar-
rated, seems now to permit. A slight
thread of biographical notice has also
been introduced.

But it is not to this part, which merely
serves to render the volume more com-
plete, by enabling the reader to under-
stund the circumstances by which the
writer of the Diary was surrounded, but
to the Diary itself, that the edifor desires
to commend atiention, believing that
those who emjoy to trace the operations
and effects of Divine grace on the heart
will find much that is interesting and
valuable therein, and that the young
may reap instruction and encouragement
from the spiritual history of one who
early and earnestly sought the Lord. '

WirLiaM SourHALL, JR.
Epceaszron, Bremivemas, 2d mo. 12th, 1861.



BRIEF MEMOIR

or

ELIZA SOUTHALL.

Eriza BovrHarL, wife of William Southall,
Jr., of Birmingham, England, and dsughter of
John and Eliza Allen, was born at Liskeard, on
the 8th of 6th month, 1823,

Asg she felt a strong attachment to the scenes
of her childhood, and an interest in the people
among whom she spent the greater part of her
short life,—an attachment which iz evinced many
times in the course of her memoranda,—it may
interest the American reader to know that
Liskeard is an ancient but small town in Corn-
wall. Tho country around is broken up into
hill and dale, sloping down to the sea a few

miles distant, the rocky shores of which are
1w B



6 BRIEF MEMOIE OF

dotted with fishing-villages; in an opposite
direction it swells into granite hills, in which
are numerous mines of copper and lead. Thers
is & good deal of intelligence, and alzo of re-
ligious feeling, to be met with among both the
miners and fishermen, Cornwall having been
the scene of a great revival in religion in the
time of John Wesley, the effects of which have
not been suffered to pass away, A meeting of
Friends has been held at Liskeard from an
early period in the history of the Society; but,
az in many other country places in England,
the numbers seem gradually to diminieh, various
attractions drawing tho members to the larger
towns, Launceston Castle, so well known in
connection with the sufferings of (reorge Foz,
is a few miles distant,

The family-circle, until broken a few years
before her own marriage by that of an elder
sister, consisted, in addition to her parents, of
five danghters, two of whom were older and
two younger than Eliza. Her father was long
known and deservedly esteemed by Friends in
England, and her mother is an approved min-
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ister, John Allen was & man of sound judg-
ment and of liberal and enlightened views, ever
desirous of upholding the truth, but at the
same time ready to listen to the arguments of
those who might differ from him in opinion.
Moderate and cautious in counsel and conduct,
firm, yet a peacemaker, he was truly a father in
the Chnrch, For many years he took an active
part in the deliberations of the Yearly Meeting,
and was often employed in services connected with
the Society, He waa known to many Friends on
the American continent, from having visited
_that country in 1845 by sppointment of the
~ London Yearly Mesting. He was the author
of & work entitled “Btate Churches and the
Kingdom of Christ,” and of several pamphlets
on religious pubjects. He died in 18586,

John Allen retired from business at an early
age; and a prominent reason for his deing so
was that he might devote himsalf more fully to
the education of his daughters, which was con-
ducted almost entirely at home. Having a de-
cided taate for the ancient classica, he considerad
that so good a foundation of a sound education
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ought not to be neglected. The same might
be said of the older history and literature of
his own conntry, including ita poetry, in which
be was well read ; but he fully encouraged hia
pupils to become acquainted also with the better
productions of the day, to the tone of which
their younger minde were more easily adapted.
Nor was education confined to direct instruc-
tion in the school-room. In & little memoir of
John Allen, published in the " Annual Monitor,”
we read, “In the domestic circle, the tender,
watchfol care and sympathy of the parent
were blended with the constant stimulus to
self-improvement of the teacher; and the readi-
nese to sacrifice personal ense and convenience,
in order that he might enter into the pursuita
and amusements of his children, was united
with an unremitting endeavor to maintain a
high standard of moral and religions feeling,
Thus by example as well aa by precept did
he evinee his deep concern for their best wel-
fare, As years passed on, his cordial sym-
pathy with their interests, and his anxiety as
far as possible to share his own with them,




