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INTRODUCTION.,

THE writer of ths following ** Memorials " has
been told that he should intreduce them by some
account of the motives which have led to their
publication. His statement is aimply this:—
When Mr. Rhodes wes talen to heaven, it was
the earnest hope of his widow, thet Mr. Ryland, his
earliest and most esteemed friend, might be able
“to prepare for thap;-ggva.@m'f easay on his life,
with a selection from hie papers. That gentle-
msn, however, was obliged to decline the under-
teking from want of leisure. She then aspplied
to the present writer, wishing him to write a
biography, and offering to defray the charge of
the work ; but he also felt obliged to excuse him-
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welf, partly from a similar reason, partly from the
conviction that nothing he conld write would resch
her enthusiastic ideal of what was due to her
husbend’s memeory; and also from the fenr that
a book written by au unknown seribe about en
unknown worthy, would sccure but a very
limited acceptunce, and thus, perhups, with her
straitencd circumetonces, occasion her some frech
pecuniary anxiety. When, however, a fow months
later, this excellent lady died, he again thomght
over the metter. The more he examined the
manuseripts left by Mr. Rhodes, and the more
he studied the besutiful spirit of his lifc, the
more deeply did he feel that it could not be the
will of God for such a life to remain & secret.
There scemed to be no persor but himself fally
soquainted with it, and at the same time charged
with the duty of making it known; to relieve
his oppressive semse of responsibility, therefore,
he first contributed u few articles on the subject
to the Baptist Magasine, and the substance of
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thess, with meny fresh biographical particulars
and literary extracts, he has now collscted. He
bogs to present his grateful -acknawladgmenta to
all who have favoured him with a eight of letters
written by his late revered friend ; and it i his
earnest prayer to Almighty God, that He may
be plcased to make this stnall service useful to the
Church : especinlly that it may afford some guid-
ance and encouragement to studenta for the
Christien Ministry; to some of Christ's afflicted
digeiples ; to some who are " poor, yet making
many rich;” and to some of his alighted but
devoted servants in the field of rural missionary
labours, who arc doing their hest, with God’s
help, to make “the wilderness rejoice, snd the
solitary places glad.” :

CaMBERWELL, Oivber, 1364,
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CHATPTER 1

“Within this laaf, to every eye
Bo Lisde worth, doth hidden L
Mowt raza and mubile Tagraocy.”
Bithap of (zfont.

CHILDHMID, —YOUTH.—CONVERSION.

Joux Fosrzr says, * The story of many a com-
mon soldier, or & highwaymsan, or a gipey, or &
deserted child, and many a beggar, will keep
awake the atfention whish is much inclined to
elumber over the account of 8 philceopher.” Per-
haps, therefore, little intereet will be excited in
some minds by this scoount of Mr, Rhodes, in
whose life the principal events were processes of
thought, and who bad but litile * external bio-

graphy ;"' who passed through no strange scens,
B
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and was the subject of no picturesgue sdventure ;
yet he waas such a noble and holy man, was en-
dowed with such rich gifts as a Christian teacher,
snd was at the same time s withdrawn from
#ociety by eevere afflictions, that in love to the
church as well as in gratitude to the Savieur
whoae grace made him what he was, it now scems
to be the duty of soms one who knew him to show -
tha world how he lived and died.

He was born in the year 1792, in the Wilishire
village of Damerhem, whers his father was a
carpenter. Looking back, through many years,
to his first impressicns of existence, he could
recall with keen distinetness some tender words of
his sigter while nursing him; the ¢harm which
certain sights in nature had for him; the un-
spealable love which ha felt for a child of his own
age, who waa a little after his companion in wild,
playful, daring mischief; the raptare with which
he epeit his way throngh some peems and
romances contained in two ancient black-letter
volumes, almost the firat books he ever saw.
*Thowe days,” he used to say, “are still quite a
scene of light in my memory. I often find it



