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PREFACE.

TaER following letters were originally addressed
to & friend, residing beyond the Tweed, and owe
their appearance in a collected form to a eubse-
quent suggestion that they might become a
popular contribution to the Fauna of Sossex,
possessing some atiractions for the sportsman as
weil as the omithologist.

The aathor cannot, however, conceal from him-
self, that having on the present occasion limited
thie sphere of his observations to a single connty,
it would -be vain and presumptuous of him to
expect that they should prove as interesting to
the general reader as to those who, from loeal
circumstances, might be supposed to feel some-
what of an enduring interest in such records, or
as to an old and intimate friend, in whom *auld
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lang syne " and congeniality of tastes had ensured
a ready listener.

But to take a wider view of the subject. It
will ‘be admitted that the geographical position
of Sussex, as a southern maritime county, with
its long line of sea-coast, is favourable for obser-
vations on the migratory birds, while the remark-
able variety of soil and scenery contained within
its limits appears to have a considerable influence
on the locsl distribution of many species; bot
without indulging in specunlative theories, or at-
tempting to follow up the varions links in the
chain, geological, botanical, and entomological,
the author still ventures to hope that he has been
able t0 throw some little light on these matters;
—that & few sparks may be struck from the fol-
lowing pages, which hereafier in abler hands
may be fanned into a flame, and more fully eluci-
date this mysierious and interesting subject.

With regard to himself, he may perhaps be
allowed to say, that an ardent love of Nature has

throughout life been bis ruling passion, and the
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stady of her works his greatest delight; while a
residence of many years on the coast, as well as
in the interior, of Sussex, has afforded bim ad-
vantages which do not fall to the lot of every
local obasrver.

The illustrations are taken from drawings made
on the spot by the anthor. The * Heron alight-
ing on ita Nest,” as depicied in the Fromtispiece,
was sketched by him while coneealed among the
upper branches of an adjoining tree, under the
circnmstances narrated at page 27, and is a faith-
ful representation of the attitude of the bird at
that moment.

Although from the desuliory oatare of these
papers he has sometimes thrown off the restraint
which a rigid adherence to systematic order
might bave imposed npon him, yet with the niew
of imparting to the work a more scientific charae-
ter than it would otherwise possess, and at the
same time incressing its ufility for purposes of
reference and comparison, the arrangement ob-
served by Mr. Yarrell in his admimble work on
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British Birds, and the nomenclature adopted by
that distingunished zoologist, have been adhered to
in the Catalogue, as appearing to possess in the
highest degree the advantages of correctness and
simplicity.

That this little volume may tend to awaken a
taste for similar pursuits in some who have hi-
therto passed nmobservant along the shores and
through the woods of this interesting connty, and
perhaps serve to assist in the diffusion of those
bumane and enlightened views so ably advocated
by Mr. Waterion in hig ‘ Essays on Natural
History,' is the sincere wish of

THE AUTHOR.



