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DIETRICT OF MASBACHUBETTE.....To WIT &
District Clerk’s Oiffice,

BE it remvemberel, thal on the twenty thind d'ﬁ: of Orclober, A- D). 1828
in ihe fifty third Year of the lndependence the United Siates
America, T'HRorRILUR R, Marvin, of the sid Disrict, has deposited
in this hfice the Titlo of m Book, ihe Hight whersof be claims =
Proprietar, in the Words following, & wdl :

Levers wobe Rev, William E. Channing, D. I, on the existanee and
agency of Fallen Bpiriz.  Hy Canondovr Mo demonstration can be
#ruager theo this; God bath said so, terefore it i3 wue—Chilliogworth,
b ln;onf;rm%ly I1?1em Aot of 1ba o2 ram of llJla United Sl:l:l, enti-
tled = Am Aet hwr encowrngement of lemrming, by s2enri ieg
of maps, charie aod books, ko ihe autlors and ?i:tpmim nfugch c??gu,
doring wha mes thergin menbomd ™ and alse o ao Al enlitled ! Aa
Arl supplementory to se Act, estitted, An Act for the encourngement of
larning, by sacuring e copies of maps, charis and bookd to the authors
aaﬂpmpmﬂ?r!ng;m% mp}ﬁas cllltging T}:jl,:.m thercin mﬁwndnh?dﬂu-
tandin 8 lenefils thereal ta arig g i [ VILg 8 ing
hiil.oﬁfai #nd other priot.™ ot

N0, W. DavIa, § Olerk o the i
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LETTER 1.

Rer. and Iear Str,

Taz present is a day of free inguiry. Cur creed
cannot now rest on authority, bot on arpoment. The
subject about to be examined, which constitutes one
article in * the popular creed,” you will, doubtless, think
of importance, of great importunce, if the view hera taken
be eorrect ; and aven if this view be erroneous, it iy surely
important 1o disabuse the public mind of an error so long
and s0 generally prevalent.

Buot yon will agk, * Why are these letters addressed to
me T  The quesiion iz a fir one, and shafl have a frank
answer. Your high standing in this community, your
acknowledged tslents, your warious learning, your cuiti-
vated taste and extended influence, point you out as the
proper person to be addressed, that any wmistatemcnt of
facts or fallacy of reasoning may at once authorize and
invite from your able pen proempt and certain vefutation.
Another motive, I am free to atate, is the inflocnee of
Four name in arresting atiention and inviting ingairy,
The simple fet, however, that you have long been known
as an intellipent and inBuential advocate of Unitarianisom,
would of itself justily the eourse I have taken. To whom
could § so appropriately address o sories of Letters, con-
troverting the opinions of Unitatians on an important
subject, as to the most influential of e Unitarian clergy 1
Another reason, however, for this course will soon be
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apparent, which, if well groonded, will oot only justify,
bat render imperative the selection of Dr. Channing as
the individual to be addressed,

Without further preface, 1 shall proceed to a considers-
tion of the subject which is now to be discossed. I am
sbout o present & simply scriptural argument in proof of
the existence of @ mighty fallen Spirit, callied Devil or So-
tan ; and of kis agency and influence in this world. The
subject thus presented is uncommon, aod will, no doubt,
wilh many, be unwelcome and unpopular. Bat youw, my
dear sir, and the writer, together with his Unitarian and Or-
thodox rcaders, will all agree in this, that the uncommeon-
ress or unpopulariiy of the views prescated, either singly or
combined, will afford no proof, nor presumption even, that
they are untrue. The truth or falsity of our religious
views mast be decided by another stapdard than popular
opinicn, “To the law and to the tcslimunf," ia our
ultimate, and on this mbject, oor only appeal, Tho
soriptures, feicly interpreted, are the only legitimate
gource of evidenca to which the nature of the subject
admits of an appesi. On a subject relating to the invisi-
ble world, its existences and infloences, the Lord from
heaven—the divine teacher, und those illuninated by his
Spirit, are the only admissible, because the only compe-
tent witncases, We wish to know what the Lurd Jesus,
and John, and Peter, and Paol believed and taught; not
what Plato or Cicero imagined, or Farmer or Edwards
asserted. Cluit the scriptures, and “ shadows, clonds,
aod darkness’ envelope at once all our speculations, not
ooly on the immartality of the soul, but on sll questions
relating to immaterial and spiritual exisiences. We shall
ses, however, as we proeeed, thai reason does teach
and cam teach nothing contrary to the declarations of
inspired wisdom, relative to the beings and influences of
the unseen world.
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I sssume at the outset of this discussion what you,
doubtless, will readily grant, that you give, and acknowlk
edge yourself bound to give, implicit eredence to what
the Bible plainly declares,—dwclares not in o solitary,
isolated, doubtful text, or in & few scattered, uncertain
passages, but plaioly, repeatediy, explicitly. I shall omit,
on the immediate subject of these Letiers, all arguments
from the Old Testament, not because that was a revela-
tion * adapted to the infancy of our race,” for ““all
seripture,” an inspired apostls, referving to these very
books, sayn, “ was given by inspivation of God,™ who surely
would not deceive in the infatcy any more than in the
manhood of our race, {if such terms have any meaning ;)
but because the Saviour and hig apostles havo more fully
revezled the fact of diabolical existence snd agency, and
thus anthenticated previons revelations, rendering * as-
surance doubly sare’

Before we procaed farther, it will be necessary o pre-
pare the way for the discussion, by u statement of those
views, which to the writer appoar alike unseriptural and
onirue, Whether they are =0 or not, is the question =t
issue. Unitarian views on the existence and influence of
evil gpirits, have rccently boem more fully developed, I
believe, in this countey, than herstofore.  ‘The following
extract from a communication in the Christian Register
for December 22, 1827, gives us to uaderstand, at least,
what Unitarians do not believe on this subject. It is part
of a review of Dr. Beecher's wmissionary sermon, and is
all that relates to this topic. ** 'The sermon departs from
the true wissionary spirit, in making erroneous represen-
tations of religion. It asserts, as an undeniable fact re-
vealed in the scriptures, the notion which was grafied
upon the purity of the Jowish faith from the fictions of
oriental mythology, that the world is under the dominion
of a presiding spirit, who divides the empire with the



