A CONTRIBUTION TO THE
COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE
MEDIEV AL VISIONS OF HEAVEN,
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE
MIDDLE-ENGLISH VERSIONS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649440368

A Contribution to the Comparative Study of the Medieval Visions of Heaven, with Special
Reference to the Middle-English Versions by Ernest J. Becker

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



ERNEST J. BECKER

A CONTRIBUTION TO THE
COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE
MEDIEV AL VISIONS OF HEAVEN,
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE
MIDDLE-ENGLISH VERSIONS

ﬁTrieste






A Contribution to the Comparative
Study of the Medieval Visions of

)

s

Heaven and Hell, with Special
Reference to the Middle-
English Versions.

A DISSERTATION

PRESENTED TO THE BOARD OF UNIVERSITY STUDIES OF

THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY FOR THE

DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

BY

v By
IS

X
ERNEST J. BECKER,

BALTIMUORE:
JOHN MURPHY COMPANY.
18g9.

_________






CONTENTS.

oW, - - = = =

- - - -

' 1. BoumcEs AND GEwEman DEVELOPMERT OF THE VISIONS,

1. Orients]l Analogues, - -

2, Influence of Clasical Antiquity,

8. The Old Testament, - =
4. The Book of Enoch, -
5. The New Testament, -
. The Goapal of Nicodemus,
7. The Vision of Thespesius, -
8. The Apocalypes of Peter, -

1. Visions Recounted by Bede,

2. The Anglo-Baxon Hell, -
{d) The Poets, - -
(5) The Homilints, ;

8. The Anglo-Baxon Purgatory,

1II. Tex Mmoore-Excren Visrows,

9]
D
XA

1. The Vision of St. Paul, -
2. The Vision of Tundsle, -
8. Bt Patrick's Purgatory, -

-

1L, Tee Viewoxs ¥ ANeLo-84xoN LITERATURE, - -

4, The Vision of the Monk of Eypsham, - - -

6. The Vision of Thureill, -

JUL 281905 §

LS

"
e

FEeE ENEBEEB e ~

ggsERF gy







A CONTRIBUTION TO THE COMPARATIVE STUDY
OF THE MEDIEVAL VISIONS OF HEAVEN AND
HELL, WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE
MIDDLE-ENGLISH VERSIONS.

INTRODUOTION.

The present study represents the result of an attempt to com-
pare more closely than has hitherto been done the English
medieval Visions of Heaven and Hell. The original plan was
to specialize on one particular work (the Vision of St. Paul), and
using it 43 & point of departure, to bring the other similar works
into organic connection with it and with one another. Almost
inevitably, however, the field for investigation grew broader and
broader as the work went on ; new and important points of con-
tact constantly presented themselves, and it very soon became
evident that the study, in order to attain even a partial degree
of completeness, conld not be confined within the boundaries of
England. In order to trace the incidents of the English visions
back to their ultimate sources, it became imperative to consider
carefully certain intermediate continental works in connection
with them ; and from these it was but a short step to the earlier
and more primitive worke which constifute the foundation of
medieval vision-literature,

No systematic comparative study of the visions, with a view
to tracing their oldest elements to their sources, has yet been
sttempted. Such an undertaking, necessitating as it would a
careful analysis of the forms which the doctrine of an after-life
assnmed among the varions peoples, and a painetaking collation
of the many elements thus obtained, would severely tax the
powers of any single investigator. As Schermann puts it:
“Diese Nachforschungen diirfen sich nicht damit begniigen die
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2 The Medieval Visions of Heaven and Hell.

einachligigen Produkte eines der grossen Sprachstimme, wie etwa
des indogermanischen, in den Kreia der Untersuchung zu gichen.
Diea verbietet sich schon durch die Natur der in Betracht kom-
menden litterarischen Werke, dann aber vornehmlich auch durch
die Erwigung, dass die Méglichkeit einer um jene Bchranken
unbekiimmerten Entlehnung nirgend so nahe liegt, als da, wo es
sich um elementare religitee Begriffe und ihre Weiterbildung
‘hagdelt.”" It seems evident, therefore, that the only means by
which & complete and satisfactory final result can possibly be
obtained is through a large number of special studies tending to
the same end. It is with this object in wiew that the present
slight contribution, in specializing on the rise and development
of the visions on English soil, ia offered.

Agide from England, two stages in the general development
of visions have been taken up in some detail in the following
pages: Oriental influence, and the Apocalypse of Peter. Such a
pmduré hardly requires an apology. Many of the analogies
between the visions and the oriental conceptiona of the otherworld
have been previously pointed out. But the data are widely
scattered, and it seemed well to gather them, together with a few
hitherto unnoticed points of similarity, into a connected account.
Whereas the Apocalypse of Peler, being the earliest Christian
vision—in our sense of the word—which we possess, seemed the
best possible point from which to indicate the organic manner in
which all the visions are connected.

. The intermediate stages between these two cardinal points

in vision-development are, 1, Classical antiguity; 2. The Old
Teatament; 3. Old Testament Apocrypha, especially the Book
of Enoch; 4. The Canonical New Testament; 5. New Testa-
ment Apocrypha, especially the Gospel of Nicodemus. For the
sake of completeness, these points will be briefly treated in the
following pages.

Within Christian times, the works of the church fathers were
of course chiefly instrumental in diffusing the vieions. Homilies,
commentaries, theological essays, and ecclesiastical histories were
alive with accounts, in vision form, of the terrors of hell and
of purgatory. These accounts were spread among the people by

! Materialien sur Geschichie d. Indischen Visionalitteratur, Leipsig, 1892, p. 81,
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popular preachers and homilists, and in this way the visions no
doubt became largely responsible for the epidemics of terror which
pervaded the Middle Ages.

Thus we have the skeleton of vision-development established,
Deriving the general form and mapy of the details from the
East, the earliest Christian vision-writers grafted them upon such
slight material as they found in the Old and New Testaments and
their apoerypha, and attaching the names of Christian saints and
martyrs to the results, lauoched them as inspired revelations.
Barren in detail and crude’in execution at first, they lived on
in the minds of the people for several centuries without material
alteration or embellishment, The church fathers made use of
them to support their doctrines, and were chiefly instrumental
in giving them the great vogue which they afterwards attained,
Gregory the Great adduced them in support of his docirine of
purgatory, just as they are still addueed for the support of the
same doctrine at the present day.! Through Gregory especially
they passed into the work of local historians, such as Bede in
England ; and were taken vp and diffused among the people by
homilists, such as Aelfric. And all the while the clergy was
becoming ever more and more powerful, and the people ever
more and more panie-siricken at the thought of what even the
least sinful of them would have to undergo before obtaining
everlasting bliss. And the more panic-stricken the people became,
the greater awelled the power of the elergy, till at last the terror
of the one became & nervous disease afflicting nations at a time,
and the power of the other greater than the world had ever
known.

It was in such an unhealthy atmosphere that visions flourished
in all their power. They are the outgrowth of a fandamentally
morbid psychological condition, The clergy who wrote began
to pour them out in countless numbers, and preachers thundered
them down upon the leads of their tervified congregations with
all the additional' emphasis of voice and gesture; and, finally,
even laymen took them wp and put them into verse, adding new
horrors from their own fertile imaginations, and producing such

1Y, for example, ¥, X. Schonppe, The Dogma of Purgalory, Ilusiraied from
tha Lives and Legends of the Sninds. Londom, 1803,



