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VALPERGA.

CHAPTER L

Conferenceof Castruccio and Galeazzo Viscon-
ti—of Castruccio and the Bishop of Ferrara.

WHEN Castruccio and Euthanasia arrived
at Florence, they found the citizens celebrating
a festival : the bells werc ringing; the countiry
people were flocking into the town; and the
youths of both sexes, of tie highest rank, and
richly dressed, were parading the streets, cover-
ed with wreaths of flowers, and singing the
poems of Dante, or his friend Guido, to the ac-
companiment of many instruments. Castruccio
said : “ I must ask you, fair Euthanasia, who
are so learned in Florentine custonss, to inform
me of the meaning of this gaiety.”

“ Indced, 1 am entirely igncrant. I know
that during peace joyful meetings take place
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. VALPERGA., [Ch. 1.

every May, among the young nobility ; but this
seems a general festivity, Let us ask that
srave gentleman n the black capuchin, if he
knows the reason of a merriment, which at
least has not communicated itself to his face.”
The man, on being asked, replied : * You
st be but lately arrived, not to have heard
of the cause of our rejoicings ; the Florentines:
Madonna, are celebrating the oceurrence of a
most favourable omen with which God and
St. John have blest our city. Yesterday one of
the lionesses kept at the expence of the repub-
lic, brought forth five whelps.”
“ And is this the momentous occasion of so
much serious amusement ? 7 asked Castruccio,
taughing,
¢ My lord,” said the man,  you are a stranger
in this town; or you would got find cause for
laughter in thisevent. The I'lorentines keep a
“number of lions, as the signs and symbols of
their strength ; and God and St. John have
plainly manifested on many occasions, that the
prosperity of Florence, and the welfare of the
lions are bound together. Three of the finest
and largest died on the eve of the fatal battle of
Monte Catin.”
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%S0 these wise republicans, whom you,
dear Euthanasia, so much vaunt, believe in
these childish omens, I would wager my best
charger, that their records are full of the iu-
fluence of stars, and the appearance of co-
‘mets ! :

« And [ do not atall know that you would
lose: indeed their noblest citizens have a great
faith in astrology and portents. [f you speak
of a scarcity, they will tell of a meteor ; 1f you
say that the king of Frauce has lost a battle,
they will ». wre you that the whole kingdom
has become, by the will of God and St. John,
weaker and more miserable, ever since [Phi-
lippe le Bel seized upon the Florentine usurers.
We love to find a cause for every event, be-
Tlieving that, if we can fit but one link to an-
other, we arc on the high road for discovering
the last secrets of nature. You smile at the
celebration of the birth of these lion’s whelps ;
vet I own that it pleases me ; how innocent, yet
how active, must the imagination of that peo-
ple be, who can find cause for universal joy in
such an event!

“ Iris this same lnagination more usefully

B e
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and capaciously employed, that makes them
decree the building of the most extensive and
beautiful building of modern times. The men
who have conceived the idea, and contributed
theirmoney towards the erection of the Duomo,
will never see its completion ; but their poste-
rity will, and, if they be not degenerate, will
glory in the noble spirit of their ancestors.
Many years ago, when the Florentines warred
with the Stennese, they took by storm a lower
of great strength, which commanded a most
important pass. They destroyed the tower;
and; when half demoliched, they filled it up
with carth, and planted there an olive tree,
which still flourishes, an emblém of the peace
which would follow their conguests.”
Castruccio staid only a few days at Florence;
and, recommending himself to the constancy
and love of Euthanasia, he took an atfectionate
leave of her, and hastened on his journey to
Rovigo, where he had promised to join Gale-
~azzo Viscontl.
Galexzzo, having now succeeded to his fa-
ther in the tyranny of Milan, was the most
powerful chief of Lombardy. He was about
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thirty-five years of age: he had all the charac-
teristics of an Ttalian face, arched brows, black
eyes, an aquiline nose, and a fignte where there
was some strength and little grace. He had a
great portion of talent, quickness in the combi-
nation of plans, yet not sufficient patience %o
watch their progress, or perseverance to carry
them through. He was erafty, ambitious, and
vainj yet, where his own interests were not
coricerned, he was good-natured, and on all
oceasions exceeded even the [talians in the
courtesy of iz demeanour. He had seen mueh
of the world, and suffered many misfortunes ;
this gave him a pliancy of disposition, as wa:ﬂ
as of manner, which made- hiin appear more
kind-hearted than he really was; for in truth
he never for a moment lost sight of his own in-
terest’; and, if he sometimes wandered from the
path which led to its attainment, waat of judge-
ment, and not of inclination, caused the error.
He wished to attach Castruccio to his party
and designs. . He saw in him the head of the
Ghibeline faction in Tuscany, and the tamer of
his Florentine enemies. He felt that his own
situation was precarious jebut, if e could gain
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Castruccio for his ally, he hoped to awe his
enemies. More than all, he desired the de-
struction of the Guelph strong-hold, Florence ;
and Castruccio was to become its destroyer.
He heard of his peace with that city with dis-
may ; he trusted it could not last; but the
very name of it blasted his hopes. He wished
to sce the consul, and to win him to the plan
which he had conceived would conduct to the
full ascendancy of the Ghibelines ; and, cir-
cumstances leading him to Rovigo, he had in-
treated Castruccio to visit lim there, making
the .intended restoration of Perrara to the
marquess of Listc the pretence of this request,

The friends met witl}_éi_fcry demc:-n.strratiqn of
regard. (Galeazzo watched with' care Every
word; by which Castruccio might reveal his
intentions, before he would venture to commu-
nicate his own wishes. Their first topic of
conversation was the immediate business be-
fore them, thc restoration of the marquess
Obizzo to the sovereignty of Ferrara. «This
town,” sald Galeazzo, * which so long obeyed
the Este family, is now in the hands of the
Guelphs, and the wicar of the Pope, with a



