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PREFACE

By the beginning of the second school year the
child has reached a stage of development in which his
imagination makes a fairy-land of everything about
him. It is the age in which poets have found their
inspiration, and its enjoyment may be made to blos-
som into the higher emotions which have their expres-
sion in literature.

During this period the chief problem in the teach-
ing of reading is to supply the pupil with- material,
generous in quantity, varied in interest, and possessing
the literary flavor that will develop a taste for litera-
ture. We are not claiming too much when we state
that the demands of the problem have been fairly
met. The selections have not gone beyond the natural
interests of the child in the second year of school.
They cover the subjects that have ever been dearest
to the child’s heart: animals, inanimate nature, toys,
folk-tales, and tales of home. Interspersed with these
are selections in verse which supplement the prose
pieces. An especial effort has been made to maintain
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a distinctive literary flavor throughout the book, and,
where stories have been adapled, the literary style of
the original has been carefully preserved. We believe
that the high literary quality of the selections, and the
unusual beauty of the illustrations, unite to make a
book that will have a strong influence in moulding the
taste of the pupil while assisting him in learning to read.

The mechanics of reading are not in evidence.
There is little or nothing to suggest that words have
been strung together merely as school exercises. The
progressive difficulties are well hidden from view, while
being easily surmountable if the lessons are followed
consecutively.

While the book presents the appearance of a
series of interesting stories, it is intended that the
. usual drlls and accessory devices will preserve the
power of word recognition, dramatic expression, and
phonetic combination and analysis that has been
acquired.

Thanks are due to Messrs. Atkinson, Mentzer and
Company for permission to use ““The Little Nut,”
and to Desmond FitzGerald, Inc., for permission to
use ‘“‘The Golden Spear.”
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