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FREFACE.

This little treatise is bot an wopretending contribution
in the departrment of Mora! Seience,  Written by snatches
amid the varvied dulies of wministerial life, it lays no ciaim
either to be profound in matfer, or complete in form.
Much less doss it pretend to any originality

The practical importane: of correct views oo the ques
tions of Moral Science may be underestimated. Sound
ethical prineiples are clozely related to religion, just as the
Theistic position is vital to sound opinions tou :hing ethical
principles, An atrempr is made to keep this in view in
these pages,

The value of wellfounded doctrines in morals, both o
the individual and to soelety, 13 of great moment in this
age of independent research, and almost restless enguiey,
when some even venture to propogs reconstruction in
religion and worals, Reflection on sueh things led the
writer to examine and eompare the two leading opposite
schoola of Moralists, with o view to discover the merits of
their respective claims to acceptance.  The result, in the
form of a briet summary, is contained in the following pages.

No one can be more sensible than the writer, of the
many imperfections in the swempr he has made to carry
ot his purpose, yet it is felt that the carveful reader can
searcely fail t3» be helped to see the imadequacy of the

tilitarian System, and the sulficiency of the Intoitional
Theory, to answer all the demands of an ethical system,
Ethical Empiricisin is radically defective,

ln regard to the plan ef $he work, it is proper to state
that fault may be foond with the wethod of treatment, 1t
may be thought by some that to sketch the whole ground
continuously in the first part of the treatise, and then to
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review the swone topies in the secand part, is net i wceord-
ance with strict logieal wmethod, Some wmay have the
fesling that it wookl have been better to have completed
the statemenc and criticism of caclh topic by itself. Both
wethods wore hetare the wreitor's mind, and after consider-
ation he decided to adopt o plan which way e open to
eriticism, yet, which, it iz believed, will best gain the eud
he has in view, 11 any reader prefers the other order, he
can secare it by readiog eonsecutively the corresponding
chapters in the first and second parts

This prefatory wote would e fucomplete withoot mention
of the ald recelved, and of the thanks due i some of the
kind friends whose assistance bos done nueh to malke this
treatise what it 35, Profossor Young, Lo L D, of Uni-
versity Colloge, Toromto, whese able teaching in Mental
and Moral Seience can never le forgotten, is mentioned,
with grateful wewmory of profitanle howrs spent in his
classes,  Poncipal Caven, 1n 1, of Kopox  College
Toronto, whose valuable ald and wise counsel was an
q,-ilu-ﬁ'rfu];_'_'.i' gli'lrn, deservos tha wartnest :__;rat.it.ud@ of the
writer,  To other friends who have encouraged him in
vartous wavs thanks are likewise tendered.

1t may by suleded, that while the mponer in which the
topics are trented may reader the book of iuterest chiefly
to students in Coliege or University, or to readers who have
enjoyed some tuition o wesbal and woral science, it is
hoprul that the general reader may alse be able to perase
itz pares with intellizence and profit.

Such as it 18, it is sent forth with the earnest hope that
it may ab least inspire in some ininds o deeper interest in
the oreat problems of Fihics.

F. k. BEATTIE.

Thi Manse, Brantford, Ontaria,
Janunry, 1b&5.
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THE UTILITARIAN

THEORY OF MORALS.

INTRODUCTION

The aim of these pages is to digscuss, in a
somewhat gencral way, those views in regard
to the questions of morval philosophy which,
taken together, are now usually known as the
[Ttilitavian System. It 15 clearly impossible in
the narvrow lmits of this Hetle treatise to give
detatled  exposition  of the different phases
which this system lias assumed, or to enter into
elaborate eriticizm of its various positions.
The hope is cherished, however, that though
only a very general survey can be taken, yet a
somewhat coneise and intelligent view of the
system, in its strength and weakness, may be
presented,



