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The Dancer of Shamahka

by Armen Ohanian

I danced in the fice—
Beliold me, the Flamel
I danced in abrses—

Behold me, the Windll

Jonathan Cape
Eleven Gower Street, London



Letter 1o Armen Ohanian from Anatole France

PREFACE

Dear Mapemo(seLLE,—

I thank you very much for having allowed me to
read these pages from your memories,

You have put into these descriptions and tales the
same charm that exhales {from your eyes and your
gestures. | do not know what subtle art iz hidden
beneath your perfect simplicity, but vou have known
how to paint with a word the dawns and the sunsets
of the Caucasus, and to reveal a thousand sccrets of
Nature and of life.

It is dclicious to see you as a little child wath your
sisters, Anahide, the mathematican; Heguine, who
knows in history only the adventures of the djinns,
the peris, the houris, and the Iittle Katarine, destined
to die without having sinned. You enrapture us,
dear Armen, with your revelations of your “ minds
like those of little wild animals.”

And what a miracle of waivetd, your disputes with
old Nani as to the superiority of Christian faith over
the religion of Mohammed !

You lead us into scencs which can wever be for-
gotten : the drowsy school of Toutouse, the services
of Holy Week, the festival of Easter, when one eats
kebab of mutton, the mecting with the handsome
peasant, and that solemn night of watching when, as
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PREFACE

you have said, it seemed that the moon was broken to
fill the assembly with its light. How much that
contains of poetry and of truth! How beautiful
it is !

Do not refuse, dear mademoisclle, the felicitations
and the thanks of your old friend,

ANATOLE FRANCE.
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