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All questions regurding Poverly and Destitution are inscparally eon-
nectod wilh the Theory of Population, £ e, tho olaorvation of the
conditiona by which Popnlation Is regulated ;—the best ayslem of
I‘llmenldth?o@rbchi‘wlﬂx'hdn thers is least re
dundancy of populstion, . s . . .

Themaqmnmlmdnmynmhnlmhgreﬂunﬂn\.mmm
Famine; these taking effect on such a population moch mers than
on any other ; and the sxperience of both, within the last few years
in thiz country, proves unequivoeally, that it Is In thoss portions of
it whors there is mo effective legal ppovision for the poor—not in
those where thore is such provision—that the population is redundant,

The poealisr Fover of 1348, as well as ordinary Typhus, now provail mach
more exteniively among the destitute Irish, §itherto unprotected by
law, than amony any others—and the effect of all other predisposing
causes, in favonring thelr diffasion, is trifiing in comparisen with
Destitution, and ita Inscparable eoneomitant, erowding in fll-venti-
lated rooms, . = - % - - .

The Famino of 1846-7, consequent on the filore of the Potate Crop, (L «
of the cheapest and poorest food on which life ean be supported),
clearly reveals the parts of the country where the population is re-

Il

dundant ; and this Is througheut Irelsnd, until very Iately absolately

withowt provision, and In 108 districts of Seotland, where, withont

exceplion, there has bosn no asessment snd & nesrly illusory legal

ﬂmMMoﬂymimmMneMw Poor Law does

7

not foster redundant population, but justify the balicf, that the absence, -

of & legal provision agaiust Destitution is & grest and general predis
posing cause, with which others h!_'cngémln. concurred, fn produc-
ing such rodundancy ; and that the 9 of soch & p
greatly favours Lhe cheeks upon it, e P »
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This it may be distinetly observed to do In two ways—). By kesping up
bt standard of comfort among the poor themselves; 9. By giviag
every propeietor of land & dircet and obricon interest In constantly
ukmﬂhmﬁdwmwbdlmm
for whoss labour there ls no demand, on bis property, . ”
The statement that the English Poor Rate ineresses more rapidly tham
the wealih sud population of the country, and thresiens to shesrb
that wealth, Ia statistically proved te be srroneous, 2l 3 30

The other accneation brought against an efective logal provison, that B
injures the character of » poople, and depresses the industry, and
chacks the improvement of & country, fs equally opposed to atatistical
fucta, . . . a . + . a £+

Tha lowsr erders of the Highlanders and Irish—whess resoures when des
titate is mendicity, sre moch more diaposed to idlanses than ths Eng- -

Yot this disposition ameng the Highlanders has boen greatly exaggersted, 35

Where it is most offensive, It ls amongst thoss whe have been most Impé-
weriahed and neglocted, ‘ : . . . N

The inguiries of the agents of the Relicf Commitiees, as well as those of
the Royal Commissioners on the Poor Laws, have proved,—

1. That there has been = great deficiency in the application of capl-
1al and skill to develop the rescurces of tbe Highlands and
Islands, . . 5 . . . . 42

- 2 That the skilful application, ¢ven of & moderzte capital, to v
ﬂmnmhmuqalﬂngkhur npens & prospect of great
i in the existing, the -
Ilhu.cuhinnﬂdrlc, thnunhe higher ranks in the High-
lands are bound to support their poor, they can and will, in
general, ind “ remunerative employment™ for them rather than
maintain them in idleness, . . " . 45

And the obeervations of the agents of tha Commiitees, dispensing a ver
Tuntary fund, but guarding it—as & well-regulated logal relief wounld
b guarded,—by the * Labour Test," therefore affording an earneat of

‘what may be expected from the habitual operation of such » Law,—
have shewn that, under its infl the " abariginal id} " of the
Highlenders rapldly disappesrs, . s ) E A

The principle that an effoctive legal provision againa all inds of dests
tution ls nseful Lo & sonntry, & & wholcsome stimulus both te eapi-
talists and labourers, in clearly stated by Sir Robert Peel, and wow
recognised amd acted on in reference do Jreland, . . . 58

-

The evidones of tha resources of Ircland, In the abecnce of that stiwnlns,
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having been very imperfectly devcloped, —from the Report of the
Commiitee on the occupation of lands, snd other mm&—-h]m ik
milsr to that in the Highlands, 4 » . .

. And the effoct of an incipent Peor-Rate fn forcing on profitable improve
ments, as well as in equalizing the burden imposed on the higher
ranks by the deatitution of 1ha lower, begins to shew itself in Ireland
unsquivoeally, . . . . . " P .

Thiere are probably some districts both in tho Highlands, aud in Irchand,
where “ profitable lnrestments of labour™ cannot be found, which can
only be effectually relieved by emigration and colonizstion, .

To which purposs, In the case of the Highlands, the srplus fands in the
bands of the Reliof Commities, and even an additional subecription,

5

e,

may ba very properly applicd, provided that the disiricts reqoirisgit -
siimulus

are pointed out by thelr own agonts, and that the wholesome
of an effective Poor Law, embracing the caso of destitution from want
{ dwrmmawmmlanﬂmmﬁkrﬁwn&n‘

néons, be extended te Beotland, E i 3 ]
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OBSERVATIONS

of

THE FAMINE OF 1846-T.

SevERAL ovents have occurred in this country within
the last fow years, the nature of which may be exhibi-
ted by precise statistical statements, and which seem to
me to lead, by a very short and conclusive process of
reasoning, to a certain and positive conclusion, as to the
general principle on which the management of the Poor,
in a country in an advanced stage of civilization, ought
to be conducted. Indeed, the importance and urgency
of some of these events have been such as to lead most

.persons, I believe, to regard that question as, at least for

a time, taken out of the hands of philosophers and eco-
nomists, and decided for us by Nature ; and the measures
lately adopted for the relief of distress in Ireland have
beon considered by many as demanded by justice and
humanity, and by a scnse of religious duty, but not as

justified by Science or Reasoning.

Painful, however, as the contemplation of these events
must be to all, they are equally subjects of scientifie
. - ) A
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