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The Spirits of all ages alter their sun 1s set, are gathr_‘lcd nto
one firmament, to shed their unquenchable

light upon us all.

A. T. BREWER
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This book is dedicated to the patriotic and
self-sacrificing people of Pennsylvania, through
whose generosity it has been produced.
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He is a SLAVE wha FEARS w0 SPEAK
For the FALLFN and WFEAK:

He 12 a SLAVE wha FEARS TO BE,
Though in the RIGHT.

Counted with 1TWO or THREE.
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PREFACE.

The Sixiyv-first Regiment of Pennévlvania YVolinteers hegan its hrilliant career
in August, 1861, and ended it June 28, 1865, The men, coming from four diferont
sections of the state, widely separated, had litthe opportunity 1o perpetite their ac
quaintance, and, having no regimengal association they graduolly tserged into the
commumnitics whenee thoy came. Nowe, after the lapse of nearly half a centary, slimu-
lated by a generous law of the state, the sureivors are prescating this hictory,

Fortunately, the regiment, inoall its experienee, served with {roops in the region
where the maost tremendous aperations were eonducted of which ample official secords
exist; besides, innumerable acconnts have heen published, wany written by the
men conspicuons it the services deseribed.  Trom these rehiable sources of information,
supplemented by recollection, By disrics kept during the war, and by vanous newspaper
aceotmts and other publications, (L hos Deen comparatively ezsy to write a history of
LB regiomesit as an Orgadlizalion collposing a part of coreain brigades, divisions, corps
and artnies.  Such o history s of wast imporlance to the people of the state and of
priceless valie to the survivors of 1he regitment, and would richly deserve publieation
ina convenient and acceasible form i it went no frlber,

Hut the regiment, from the first to last, had 1987 men, whose heroie deods gave it
the fame of which the state 85 50 jusdy prowd.  The individual cecord, the roster as
it is ealled, of chese men is of great interest and imporiance to thei il their descendants,
And if the general, regimental wod lioe officers had kept books and recards, Tad wade
reports and statements as requircd by malitary regulations, there would he oo diffi-
culty 1o giving a complete acoount of the serviees of cach man.  Har the officers geacrally
bigh and low, upon whom the cesponsibility rested, paid Biile attention to what they
called red tape, and the Governmenl icsel] shared (he difference, ignoriog statntes
as owell ag regulations,  In fact, the stroggls was so greal dod (e gumber soovast Gl
only current, obvious and absolute essentials received ofcial atlenuon,

The Sixtv-first suffered in common with other organigations, leaving the serviee
at the endd of the war with an imperfect record.  Lnder thess conditions, the Govern-
ment itseli nor having made a correct record, 3t is not reasonable to expeet the sur-
vivors ta da zo after the lapse of over forty years, especially when, for historie purposes,
the nation is compolled to deny acecss Lo s owil meager records gs Improved and
supplemented sinee the war closed,  Working oider the diieulties fncident 1w such a
situation, the rosters have been prepared and are presented herewith, practically com-
plete as to ficld and stall amd commpanies A and 1, but defective in greater or less degree
45 to the other comsinies.

Tn preparitg the nateative in this voloome the historian has reread all the good works
o the subjeet with whick he is familiar, such as the memoirs of Genernls Grant and
Sheridan.  The books of Generals MeClellen, Doubleday, Humphress, Webh, Eeifer
amdl Horace Torter, The excellent histories by Dr, George T Stevens, George K.
Pone, F. W, Pallfrey, John C. Ropes; Lthe Count of Parig, and ethers on the Usion side;
on the Confederate, the works of Generals Longewreet, Jobusion and Gordon, Besides,
much aid has been derived from the material prepared and left by Col. Robert L, Orre.
The valuable diary of James M, Walker of Company A has been constanily sed and
Tound reliable in every particnlzr.  Major Parsons, Capl, Glenu, Secretnry Blasr, and
ather membere of the regiment, have [nrmished voloable assistance.  Bates” History
of Pennsylvania Volunteers has been [reely vsed for the roster data and bas been drawn
upon for facts appearing nowhere else.  Many references are made 1o these works and
frequent quotations therefrom have been made by perttission of the puhlishers. But
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above all, the historian has found the most valuable help in the "Rebellion Records,’
a stupendous work published by the United States, containing official orders, reports
and cortespondence of the Confederate as well as the vast Union Army.

The pictures of Colonels Rippey, Spear and Orr, and of Licutenant-Colonel Croghy
arc all taken from small war-time photographs, faded anmd dimmed by the flight of
time. Dut the record of these brave officers as shown in the rosters is still vivid, and
will remain unclouded so long as the deeds of heroic patriots are cherished among men

This history, with many imperfections of which the anthor is eonscicus and doubt-
less many mare of which he is not aware, i5 now submitted in the hope that it will
furnish in permanent shape a reliable record fer the Btate of Pennsylvania of the regi-
mental organization and service; and bring (o the members of the Sixty-first regiment,
and their families, a welcome clironicle of valinnt service in a greal cause Lhrough a
period of depression and triumph, of defeat and victory, to a fame as durable as the
mountainzg of the Keystone State.

THE SIXTY-FIRST PENNSYLVANIA VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION
*H. 0. C. Cehmler, President. W. J. Glenn, Treasurer,
(). A. Parsons, Vice-President. F. 1. Blair, Secretary,

A T. Drewer, Histodan.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

Co. A—Wm. L. Buchanan Co, F—Gen, B, McKee
Co. B—Alex. Thompson Co, G—John A. Lepley
Co, C-—Andrew Bingham Co. H—H. K. Tyler
Co, D—Thomas R. Conner Co. I=-A. G Pratt
Co. E—Geo, A, Cassidy Co. K—Jos. A Espy

TDied August_‘z?, 1008—Succeeded by Geo, A, Cassidy,
*Died Augnst_19, 1919,
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