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JUDEA CAPTA,

CHAPTER 1.

B Acaty will T build thee, and thon shalt ha
buile, O virgin of Iscacl [ mith the Lord. Ever-
more bearing in mind this promise, regarding it as
a bescon uf?lupe, yea, of pesitive certainty, bright-
ening the dark path that we are shout to traverse,
wa may the better bear to fix a steadiust gaze on
the desclations of meny generativos,—to recail, i
what has been, the paintul prelode to what now
1 ; and to relate how, with the stroke of & cruel
one the holy city was smitien, her spiritual privi-
leges extioguished, and her temporal glories buried
ia the dust.

“ Besutiful for situation,’? that whick copstiut-
ed ils principal heanty was alse ita main strength.
Judea is pecaliarly a * hill country ** and in the
neighborhood of holy ¢ily these mountainous
elevations are rendered so conducive to its defence
as to have furnished King David with an illustra-
tion of the divine guardianship; “ As the moun-
tains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lorp i
round about hiw prapla.®  What the size and ns-
pect of the ¢ity inay bave been ia the days of its
pighest splendor, when Solomon swayed the sceptre
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of Isreel, not then disunited from Judsh, or even
what it may have been when Zerubbabel had
reared the second temple, and Nehemiah rebuilt
the walls, it is not our present intention to inquire.
We come before the city of the great king in darker
duys, intent on describing it as seen by the belea-

ring hosts of Rome, n.dvanmng to fix the abomi-
netion of desclation spoken of by Daniel the pro-
phet, in the holy plnce.

At this time, the position of Jerusalein, as regards
its patural strength and compact beauty, was, and
yet was not, what traveliers now behold it. The
everlasting h]]ls do indeed meimtain their ancient
places, bt the decp ravines, naturally wlmost im-
paszable by a hastile force, are now choked op by
the aecummulated ruin and neglect of many centu-
ries, divesting the site of ita otherwise isolated
a ance, tielarly gince Zion has heen
]'rn?lfglrmd erpfﬁe]rl; HI'I!IrlI the city of Navid pre-
sents, oo its magnificent exteroal geclivity, little
else than & waste of desclate ground. Our ideas
ecncerning the plage are in gpenerul extromely con-
fused and erroneous : many will spesk and write
of Zion and Moriah, the vity of David and the
Temple, aa though the:r had formed an undistin-

ished mass, and were coovertible terma,  So far
iz thia from being correct, in reference to the Jera-
palern of lha Bible, 1ha!. we Yeqoire to nbtain a
clear, and 10 many instances a wholly novel, view
of ite geographical position, before we can compre-
bend even the proceedings of the Roman invader,

We will first apeak of ity boondaries, as they ex-
isted eighteen hundred years agn. Northward of
the city rose an andulating ground, texmed Scopus,
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which strelched away alao to the westwand, ren-
dering the approach in that direction comparatively
easy; it was, indeed, the only accessible point,
sod all the enemies who have altacked Jerusalem
made it their highwey., Towards the south-west
the ground begsn lo deepen ioto a valley, whence
rose in lofty gragdeur the noble bill of Zion. This
wea called the valley of Gihon, and scon spread
into another valley, that of Hisbom, ruoning due
wost and easl, beiween the gouthern fool of Zion
end an elevetion termed the hill of Evil-counsel,
frow o tradition that there had Selemon been mis-
led by bis idolalrons wives lnto the sin that polluted
the latter purl of his reign,  The velley of Hionom
wag met, at the south-eastern extremity of the city,
by another snd a far more striking pass, the valley
of the Xidron, or Jebosophat ; this rulming nlﬂng
the whole castern conme of the city, yielded a be

$o the lwook Kidron, sod separated Mount Morizh
from the Mount of Olives, The side of the furmer
was exceedingly steap, precipitous, and altogether
an unapproacheble defence. Ko adequate concep-
tich ¢ah be formed, from its present appearance, of
what it was before the [all of thege immense ruing
that have converted its descent inlo 2 slope, aod
raised its original level; but it is plain that its
whole aspect has been so changed. The Mount
of Olives, howoeyer, remains unellered, o sublime
end endunug reli¢, ef interest so thrilling that its
very name awakens emotions not less deep in the
bosom of the Gentile Christian than in that of the
Jew, This heantiful movutain rises like a broad
shield over against where the Temple of the Lord
once stood ; and the traveller #ho takes up hia

1‘
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post on its swelling side beholds the holy city
spread out, in oll its length and breadth, at his feet.
Of that city ilself, we have now to speak, and
of its remarkable divisions. Supposing ourselves
placed on the Mount of Olives at the period refer
red to, its aspect would have been that of three
very distinet hills, separuted one from the other by
narrow but deep ravines ; while, towarda the north,
that is, to the right of the spectator, in fromt, ex-
tended a fourth divizsion, reaching Bar over the com-
paratively level conntry in that direction,  First of
the holy hills, rizht opposite the Mount of Olives,
and rising an ax to temninate in o broad, square
platform, was Maotinh, on whode sammit stood the
magnificent Temple, within its threefold courts.
To the south, the hill descended till it reached the
apot where the volleys'of Hinnom and of the Kidron
meet, the castern side of this hill, which hera was
called Ophel, running alone Lhe whole ridge of the
latter, the western termitating in a deep, sbropt
declivity, celled the valley of the Tyropean. The
sides of the Moriah, precipitous on the cast, wera
also sizep on the west and on tho gouth; and at
the angle of these two puints a lofiy bridge was re-
quisitz to span the Tyropean, snd so to form a
communication between the Temple and the upper
city on Mount Zion.
his hill, rising from the valley of Hinoom on
the south, and bounded on the east and norih by
the Tyropean (which thus weund its way through
the hearl of Jerusalem), wos at ones the highest,
the strungest, and the most imporiant of the inhab-
ited places rouml Moriah; its outlines were so
perfectly defined, (hat it might well be called a city
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in itself, apart from and independent of all the rest.
The third hill, Aera, was the site of the ancient
Salem, which David took from the Jebusiten, lying
dus west of the Temple, and porth of Zion ; its
irregular sides sloping towarda the Tyropean, and
mscending the Mouni Moriah, while its northers
end western houndaries were formed by Bezetha,
the most recent addition to the metropolis.

Zion iz frequently used io designate the whoie
tity, a3 being the principal, the most conspicuous
part.  Whila the aitc of the Tomple was but a
threshing-floor, Zion was coversd with magnifieent
buildings, and at all subsequent periods it was the
residence of the princes aod chiel men. Here
David fixed hizs lingly seat, and heve, during his
reign, end for some years afier Solomon's aceession,
the Ark of the Lord remained witlin a tabernacle
which David had prepared for it. That Zien, where
corn now waves, and s fuw flocks find pasturage
among ite beautiful but desolate slopes, presented to
the eyn one yast pile of archiieetors! grandeur and
military strength, At the tins whereof we wrile,
sech was its character, while that of Acea, veners-
ble as it was, and famous es having been the seat
of Melehizedel’s kingdom, had hecome principally
metrcantila ; its nomerous inlricate snd narrow
streets being densely inhabited by tradesmen, arti-
zane, and ali those who wministered to the luxurions
dwellers in the palaces of Zion. Bezetha, as it bas
been obaerved, was » modern addition to the ciky,
baving been walled in hy Agrippa, bui-by no
means in 8¢ perfect a manner as he had planned to
do it. Here the popnlation was less crowded, and
in every sensys it formed the weakest part of Jeru-
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salem. Moriah was ul ogether ocoupied by the
Temple, with its extensive courts and enclosures,
excepting Ophel, that slip of it which we have po-
ticed as ronning sonthward, parallel with Zion, but
separated from it by the very ebropt mvie of the
Tyropean, the remarkable pase i}]uch completely
isplated the etately hill of Zmu but of which, in its
original character as a deep, winding valley in the
midst of & populous city, we can feon bat a very ime
perfect conception now, In fact, in all its lower por-
tious, the modere Jerusalem ia built upon the mass
of what was rolled down from ita heighia in the days
of vft-renewed destruction ; and the Tyropean es-
pecially became the naturel receptacle of these fall-
ing fragments. Ophel was principally sssigned to
the numercus inferior officers and servasis of the
Temple, who had their dwellings thus within & con-
vepient distance of the Holy ;ﬁ:aue, sod were ool
m]zla.mted from it by say intervening basrier.

b b imperfectly, we have endeavored
to sketeh with some secnracy the scene of events
now to be nerreted. It is impossible, bowever, to
dquil this braoch of the subject withoai remarking to
what an extent the privilege granted to believers of
making & epiritual application, suited to individual
cases, or 1o that of the church, of what hes been
aforelime writben in pefercnce to Tarsel, has oces-
siunzlly been perverted, even to a total oblivioa of
the literal significancy of the words, and to the ex-
clusion of those to whom lhey were primerily ad-
dressed.

Let un for nmoment pause on this. The second
chapler of lsaiah’s ecy is one much prized by
the Christian believer. It comnmences with glorious



