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"PREFACE.

THE history of the progressive steps in the develop-
ment of medicine, embraced in these pages, is an em-
bodiment of the course of lectures delivered by my father
at the University of Virginia many years since. The
arduous duties devolved upon him in that institution
covered n much more comprehensive field than would be
possible or practicable at the present day. The labor
now usually allotted to almost an entire faculty of pro-
fessors was there assigned to him alone; for, according
to the terms of his appointment, he was cxpected * to
teach to the best of his ability, and with due diligence,
Anatomy, Burgery, THE HisToRY OF THE PROGRESE AND
THEORIES OF MEDICINE, Physiology, Materia Medica, and
Pharmacy.” Bunch an aggregation of branches of instruc-
tion must have severcly taxed the energies, while it
doubtless stimulated the ambition, of the then young
professor.

It seemed to be the desire of Thomas Jefferson, at that
time Rector of the University, and of those associated
with that illustrious personage in ita government, that
the student should learn something of the carlier pro-
gress of the science and the art, while he was at the same
time pursuing a course of instruction in the usual tech-
nical details of a collegiate medical edueation. It was
& wise provision that thus incorporated with the other



iv PREFACE.

features of a didactic course s knowledge of medical
literature, which, however valuable, is generally con-
sidered as an accomplishment rather than as an indis-
pensable necessity. The students of those times were
therefore, in this particular, s step in advance of the
condition of their successors of the present day, whoare
left to gather their information oo the previous state of
medicine in whatever manper they may find it practicable
or convenient to do so, after graduation. Ewven at this
- period, however, the difflculty arises that there is searcely
a ponvenient congenial work on the history of medicine
to which they can have access, and the study of this
suhject is therefore usually wholly neglected.

It ig believed that the present work will supply the
want, long felt by the profession, of a eondensed history
of the progress of medicine, presenting all the main facts
in systematie order, avoiding, as moch as possible, pro-
lixity or unnecessary discnssion of the merits of men
and theories, and not laying any claim whatever to the
title of an exhnustive treatise, When these lectures were
delivered, the works of Freind, S8prengel, and a few other
foreign authors, were the main relinnce of the medieal
historiographer. It is but just to state that some of
the matevial nsed in the lectures, on whieh this volume
i based, were derived from these trustworthy sources.
Some portions, especially those referring to the history
of the progress of medicine among the most primitive
nations, are transiated or condensed from the celebrated
Geschichie der drzneykunde of Kurt Bprenged, published
near the beginning of this century.

The section included in brackets, relating to American
medical history, has been sdded by the Editer, to give
greater completeness to the work.

K. J. D,
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