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PREFACE.

Trx publication of the ** Poatioal Belections '™ was vegarded ns
an experiment, The Cempllers belisved that such a book was
oeeded, and that it would ba cordially weleomed by teschers
generally, The maried favor with which it has been recsived,
and the rapid sale of & Inege adition, show that they wers not
mistaken. Thus far, their expeatations have lbeen more than
realized.

In preparing m second edition, the Compilers have aimed to
pupply the acknowledged defiviensies in the fisst.  They have
sonsulied many of the best tenchera in New England, who have
usid the book, and have mvsiled themselves of their oriticisme
and suggestions. Oaly two prominent faoits have been pointed
ouk, viz., that the selections ware too difioult, s n whola, for
genersl use ; and that there was need of exercises in prose. A
few pieces of poetry bave been, mevordimgly, rejectad, and their
place supplisd by others more slmple and better adapted to the
design of the book, and pome twenty peges of oholea prose have
besn inserted.

The selections bave been made from the best Eoglish and
American puthors, and will ba found alike charpcterized by
purity of style and sentiment,

It is confidemtly believed that the srergises will now be found
well adapted to all olasses of gromraarisme in onr scommon schools
and academies 3 and that they wiford o safficient variety of con-
struction, to iflustrate all the prinsiples and peculiarities of the
English langnage.

Notea bave not bom oppended, for the cbvious reason thad
whatever tends to prevent self-applioation cannct fail to do
injury.



w PREFACE.

The Compilers take this opportunity to expross their gratefal
saknowledgments to oll who have manifested an intecest in the
back, and to those teachers, espagially, who have favored them
with importsnt eugrestions, They sgain submit this Lttls
volume to tenchers and scholars, Indulging the hepe that in lis
preaent form it will be atill more acoeptabus, and presént new
sttractions fir the study of our langnagre

'M-I-T:- IE&T;

PREFACE T0 THE ENLARGED EDITION.

Tux very extensive sale of this little volume, and it genersl
aoceptance with teachers, have indused the Compilers to make
etil] further efforts for s lopeovement. The body of the book
remains unchanged, while there will be found an addition of
twanty-four pages of Important matter. It was designed that
the Tables should be used in the analysis of sentences. But
very few tenchars, however, have used them at all, cbvicusly for
the renson thot they wers not undevstood. Tt has been the fead-
ing chject, therefore, In preparing this enlsrged edition, to
arrange the principles of Byntax and Aoalyeis in o syetematio
form, and to fllostrate them fully by examples, so that both
teachers and acholars may uss the bhook woderstandingly.

Particular attentlon has been given to the explanstion and
olasstBention of partielen, The Compilers believe that this will
be found a valuable featore in the new book, as this clasa of
words ia very sparingly teeated in gl cur Eaglish Grammars,
Very important assistance hos bean rendered by Professor Alpheus
Croshy, whesa ripa scholarship and profound knowledge of the
principles of general Grammer, render his suggestions of great
velue. The Compilers egain submit their book to teachers,
believing that it will prove of invaluable aid in the stady of
Grammar, if nsed in aooordance with the design.

Ocropes, 1361,
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