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PREFACE

T is astonishing how little either the Burmese them-
selves, or Europeans who have been long resident

in the country, know of the history of Burma. Although
I have Jived in Burma for nearly forty years, it was only
when I had occasion, last year, to write a brief sketch of
that history that I realised how little I really knew about
it. At the same time I discovered the canse of the pre-
vailing ignorance. I was unable to find any book which
gave a clear and intelligible account of what is really
known, The late Sir Arthur Phayre’s book was the only
one I conld discover in which the attempt is made to
give a complefe account of Burma through the ages.
But, valuable as that book is, it is scarcely the hook
which the business man of scant leisure resident in the
country, or the visitor, is likely to read. For one thing,
to the European reader, at least, the profusion of native
names introdoced is very confusing. It i difficult to
remember names so unfamiliar, and one is constantly
turning back to see who this or the other personis. The
difficulty. is increased by the change of spelling which
has since been introduced in the matter of Burmese
words and names. Then there is a wealth of detail in
matters of comparatively little importance, taken often
from Burmese sources, on which but little dependence
can be placed, and long accounts of ruthless wars, of
wholesale murders, and of horrible cruelties, which be-
come very tiresome. It is scarcely to be wondered at
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vi. PREFACE

that the average resident even gives up the attempt to
follow all this, and contents himself with a vague idea
that Burmese history may be summed up as a weari-
some record of barbarily and cruelty. It is that, no
doubt, but there is more in it than that. The Kings
were not all bloodthirsty and utterly selfish tyrants,
though too many of them were, Moreover, the essen-
tially interesting part of the history lies, not in the do-
ings of the Kings, but in the struggle for supremacy of
the varions races inhabiting the country, more especially
the Burmese, the Shans, and the Talaings. This triangu-
lar contest was carried on for more than a thousand years,
certainly —for considerably more, in all probability:
and this makes Burmese history all the more difficult to
follow. Tt makes the history of Burma very much like
whal a combined history of France, England and Scot-
land, up to the accession of James I. to the throne of
England, would be. Even that does not guite repre-
sent the complexity of Burmese history, for the Burmese
race had separated into two sections, the one inhabiting
Upper Burma and the other Arakan. Moreover, there
were the Karens, the Was, and other hill tribes who re-
tained more or less independence throughout in their
mountain fastnesses.

In the following pages I have endeavoured to give
a briefl account of what is really known of this long
struggle, as clearly as I could. 1 make no pretention to
scholarship, but have aimed at putting what is known in
such form as to render it accessible to any one, be he
resident or visitor, who wishes to know, in general out-
line at least, what the history of the country has been.
The books from which I have drawn my information
are as follows (—
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“ History of Burma,” by Sir Arthur P. Phayre,
G.CM.G., K.C5.1, and C.B.

* Our Burmese Wars,"” by Colonel W. F. B. Laurie.

“The Loyal Karens of Burma,” by Donald Mac-
kenzie Smeaton, M.A., Bengal Civil Service.

" The Gazetteer of Upper Durma and the Shan
States,” by Sir J. George Scott, K.C.LE,,
Superintendent and Political Officer, Southern
Shan States.

" A Description of the Burmese Empire,” by Rev.
Father Sangermano.

** Burma, with Special Reference to her Relations
with China,"” by E. H. Parker, H.M. Consul,
Kiungchow, and at one time Officiating Adviser
on Chincse Affairs in Burma.

“ The Alaungpra Dynasty,” by JTames Gray.

“ Keminiscences of the Court of Mandalay. Ex-
tracts from the Diary of General Horace A.
Browne, 1859-1870."

I am also indebted to Mr Taw Sein Ko, Superinten-
dent of the Archmological Survey of Burma, for some
infarmation as to what is known of Burma in prehistoric
times : and to Mr Charles Duroizelle, Lecturer in Pili at
the Rangoon College, for the loan of some pamphlets on
the same subject.

J. STUART
Rangoon

12th February, 1909.






