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PREFACE.

It is a loug standing cnstom for unkmown or inex-
perienced Authors to preface their prodoctions with
an apology. In meny cases such preface in superfloons,
bot in the present instanoe the Author feels it due to
himeelf to state that this brochore was written, a few
peges once n week, the smbject rarely entering his
mind during the intervening time, It 48 consequently
rather a series of loose thoughts than a consecutive
argnment.

The physical sciences only ocotasionally come into
casmal collision with religlons opinjion ; Paychology, to
be of suy practical valoe, must investigate the origin,
and discuzs the truth, of the ideas which constitute
the basis of all law and morality ; and in this point
of view a science of Psychology which does not grasp
the whole subject of relipion, resembles an astronomy
ignoring the influence of the sun. Thers may be
doubts as to how far free discussion onght to be sllowed,
but nothing, not even angry controveray, can be much
worse than a atagnation of fixed idess which eets
some men up on & pionacle of self-conceit as the

only receptacles of truth, leaving daily increasing
nmmbers in the darkness of doubt and disbelief



If we had a few men of infallible reasoning powers,
and a great mass of mankind willing, without exercising
their own jndgment, to secept aa true whatever might
be promulgated by the superior few, discussion would
be neadleas, and all mankind might live in harmony.
But we have npeither the infallible few nor the acqui-
escing multitude,

An earngst and eloquent meu can always carry
away the minde of many others intoe an enthusiagm,
and cause them to believe that whai he tenchea them
is trme; but the time is pessing away in which any
man can cause othere to socept a dogma by the mere
suthoratative sssertion of it, and we sre approaching
a lime when men who ame perfectly orthodox, but
neither earnest nor eloquent, will have few believing
followers unless they can give “n reason for the faith
that ia in them”; and when such reagons will be of
little mvail unless they can be substsntiated in the
face of full, free, and temperate discussion.

That many errors in politics, sopported by ancient
enthusiasme, have been dissipated Ly free discussion,
the events of cor own times amply prove. That
other errors in politics, and in other subjects, may
gtill continue to be so supported, and may oltimately
be diseipated by the same means, to the great advan-
tage of the community, is at least within the limita
of possibility, and consisbent with past experionce.



RUDIMENTS

NATURAL PSYCHOLOGY.

OHAPTER I

MATTER, FORCE, AND MIND.

Imw Mechanical Seiance, matter ie defined aa being dners
That i, as not moving otherwise theo ss it is moved by
some power or foroe external to itself,

But we have no experience of malter existing in a
gtate of abeolute rest ; and even that state of relative
repose which comstitntes mechanical imertis, impliea the
continnous operation of active canses. In order, there-
fore, to acconnt for the existing order of thinge, and to
explain the ineessant activity of nuture, we assume the
exigtence of vericus Forces—as Gravilation, Chemical
Affinily, Heal, Elsctricily, and the like—by which forces
we conceive an inert subetratum of mebter to be moved
or to resist motion.



The operations of thess assumed forces, constitute ihe
Lawics of Nuturs; and although it may be that nature has
bat ona law, or motive power, and that these forces are
bat so many varieties or intensities of motion, yet, if
that wers proved, we ghould not the less require the
sams number of namea to express the different kinds of
motion, Light may be only a higher intensity of that
motion which we call heat ; bat there are differences in
the phenomens of hest and light which render it
absolutely necessary that we should have words whereby
to distingmish the one from the other. We are under the
like necensity in regard to all other forees of natare.

Wo are conscions that thers existe within onreelves a
faculty of will, purpose, and design, by which we can
govern the motions of our own limbs, can adapt means
to an end, and can, to 8 limited extent, control some of
the operations of external nature, and harmouize our
exigténce with the conditions by which we mey be
surrounded. This internsl, discriminating, and directing
power, we term mind or énlslligence,. The atudy of this
power is the province of Paychology,

In the physical peiences, Fnowlodgs hecomes power,
by revealing ko na—1et, the eource or mode of evolution;
and 2nd, the Jswes which regulate the activity of those
farces by which natural phenomens are controlled. Thus,
through Jmowing—1st, how heat may be generated ; 2nd,
how heat may be concentrated and controlled ; and 3rd,
how it operates upon varions subatances ; cur Enowledge
of heat has become a greal and nseful power.

Paycheal knowledge will, in like manner, become &
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nsefnl power, when it gives the intellact snch an mnder-
standing of the source of ite own evolution, and of the
laws of its own activity, as may be practically applied to
control and cultivate ite own development, so as to
promote the moral elevation of menkind, snd to
harmonize the social and political relstions of com-
munities.

The poseibility of this resnlt involves the amnmption
that peycheal power has, Hke the physical forcea of
nature, a souree of evolution and definite laws of action ;
that ite foree mey be quantitatively increased and quali-
tatively modified, 8o as to produce those higher and
better Tesults which are desired. We cannot ssanme
this ; but it is cpen to us to enguire whether such is the
fact or not,

The pride of intellect revolts ageinst the ides that
there is mny intimate or necessary connection between
mind and matter, 'We feel a diffioulty in admiiting that
there can be any analogy between mental setivity and
the physical forces of nature. Heat, light, and electricity,
have no self’ contrel, no volantary or self derived increase
of power, no persistent individuality. Natural forees are
evolved during certain atemic chonges of matter ; when
evolyed, the force operates according to fixed mechanical
laws; and when the antecedent alomic changes cease,
the force cemses to be evolved. But we seem to feel
within onrselves that our mind and oor idess have an
inception and a porsistent existence not attributable, like
heat or light, to stomic motione of matter ; that mind
has a power of self control and of voluntery increage ;



