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“ ATOLLOS WATERED, BUT PAUL PLANTED ; HE THAT BEGUN TOE WORKE WAS
THR OREATER MAN. . . . YOU BMALL HAVE Wipa vuis [sniwe, [Eworasp]
WHIOH 18 BT As TAE susumsa or Tux Oup Womip, A Brinex, A Giusy T0
THE NEW; To JOTNE ALL 70 THAT WORLD TAAT BIALL NKEVER GROW OLD, THE
Kinopous or limiven. Yoo seiin App pemsons 10 TH1s Kingpoue, snp 1o THR
Eimmonous or Heaven, AxD NiNES TO THE B or ouk Cus AND TO
ne Booxe or Lare’

Dr. John Donne's Sermon to the * Honorable Virginian Company," Nov. 13, 1623,

“LEr IT NOT MR ARIEVOUN TO TOU, THAT YOU HAVE DERN INSTRUMENTE TO
BREAK ITIE 10N POB OTHERS W0 COME AFTER WITH LESS DIFFIOULTY ¢ TIHE HoNOR

SHALL BE TOURS TO THE WOBLD'S ENp."”
Letter fo the Plymouth Planters, — 1623,

“HMALL TIINGS TN THE BEGINNING OF NATURAL ON POLITI0 BODIEA ARE AS
EEMARKABLE AN OREATER IN BODIES FULL ORoOWR."
Dudley's Leller to Lady Bridgetl, Couniess of Lincoln, Mareh 12, 1631,

“MY nOLD of THW COLONIRA [8 IN THE OLOSR AFFECTION WNHICH GROWS FROM
COMMON WAMES, FROM KIRDRED BLOOT, FROM BIMILAR FPRIVILEGER AND FQUAL
rrotecTion. THESR ARE TIES WiIOH, THOUGH LIGHT AS ATR, ARE AS STRONG AS

LIXRS OF 1RON."
Hurke's Speech on Coneiliation with Ameriea, 1778,






PREFACE.

As the geologist discovers vestiges of the primitive globe and its
inhabitants in tho pebble and the fossil, as the grographer explores

great rivers buck to mountain rivulets, so the historian finds eloquent

witnesses of former generations in crumbling monuments and obscure
parchments, and traces national greatness o its begioning. Thua the
incidents in the early lives of the good and great are gleaned with
interest and veneration, and the events in the dawn of a nation’s
existence are clothed with dignity and importance, proportionate to its
after intolligence and greainess.

Tho distinet and authentic history of the planting and growth of
the American colonies, peculiar to us, in contrast with the legendary
and obscure origin of many nations in the Old World, hns ever
afforded satisfaction to the philosopher and historian, and whatever
tends to ita completeness, will be received with interest.

The following pages prove that Massachusetts begina her history
not at Salem, nor under the patronage of the organization which
obtained the charter of March, Anno 1627-8, but in the spring of
the year 1624, st Caps Anne, where Lhe colony was establishod
unider the authority of THiS RER FiRST CHARTER the very initial of her
annals — now first presented to the public,

It is vencrable, ns the historical foundation of the Society or Bule,
which, confinuing under various charters and titles, in the year 1780,
adopted the name of the CommonwEALTH 0F MASSAGHUSETTS.
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viii PREFACE.

It is remarkable as guarantesing the principles of free government
vindicated in the Revolutionary struggle; that the government is of,
from and for the individual, the people, the body politic, and not
they for the government. From the recognition or denial of this
principle, results freedom, or despotism.

This venerable instrument opens to the mind o vision of the past,
snd in the quiet depths of thought, those obscure but mighty men,
now men of renown, rise from their tombe; and we feel os it were
that our lives nre united with theirs, while we study the privileges *
thut encouraged their hearts, lighted their future with hope, and
supported their onward steps. ‘This tract relates to the first colonial
lustre —the period commenced under the nuthority of this, the first
or Cape Anne charter, and embraced in the years 1624 to 1629,

The parchment was in the possession of the Hen. Paul Dudley,
F. R. 8., Chief Justice of Mussachussits, son of the younger Governor
Dudley, who may have received it from his father, Gov. Thomas
Iradley.  The narrutive, written more thun a your sinco, lus been
eilurged, developing more fully the authority on which the char-
ter was issued,

My thanks are due to Rev. Joseph B. Felt, for his aid and for
vuluable original documents in the Appendix. Several of the scarce
wurks cited, were from the library of my friend, Charles Deane, Fuy.,
whose familiarity with this period of American history, has been
uf much service in editing the charter.

J. WINGATE THORNTON.
Bosron, Qcrossr, 1854,



